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OHAPTBB I. 

The winter of 1633 had set in with unusual 
meerenlj ttiroii§^out Suabia and Bavaria, tboogli 
mm yet Bearody advanced beyond the llnrt week of 

November. It was, in fact, at the point when our 
tale cammeno^B, the eighth of that month, or, ia our 
modem compulation, tiia eigbtee&th; long after 
which date it had been custom ary of late years, 
uader any ordinary atate of the weather, to ejLtend 
file eomae of mifikary opexationa, an4 wtUioat nnaeh 
decline of vigor. Latterly, indeed, it had become 
apparent that entire winter campaigns, without 
either formal anepeasiona of hoetilities, or even 
partial relaxations, had entered professedly as a 
point of policy into the system of warfare which 
now swept over Germany in foil career, tbceatening 
soon to convert its vast central provinces — so 
recently blooming Edens of peace and expanding 
prosperity — into a howling wilderness ; and which 
bad already converted immense tracts into one 
universal accldama, or human shambies, reviving to 
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the recoUectioQ at every step the extent of past 
happiness in the endless memorials of its destruction. 
This innovation upon the old practice of war had 
been introduced by the Swedish armies, whose 
northern habits and training had fortonatdy pre* 
pared them to receive a German winter as a very 
beneficial exchange ; whilst upon the less haidy 
soldiers from Italy, Spain, and the Southern -Franoe, 
to whom the harsh transition from fheir own snnny ' 
skies had made the very same climate a severe trial 
of constitation, this change of policy pressed with 
a hardship that somethnes* crippled their exertions.' 

It was a change, however, not bo long settled is 
to resist the extraordinary circumstances of the 
weatiier. So fierce had been the cold for the last 

fortnight, and so premature, that a pretty confident 
anticipaition had arisen, in all quarters throughout 
the poor exhausted land, of a general armistice. 
And as this, once established, would oflfer a ready 
opening to some measure of permanent pacification, 
it could not be snrprising that the natnral hopefiilo 
ness of the liuauia heart, long oppressed by u'luomy 
prospects, should open with unusual readiness to 
the first colorable dawn of happier times. In fiict, 
the reaction in the public spirits was sudden and 
universal. It happened also that the particular 
occasion of this change of prospect brought with it 
a separate pleasure on its own account. Winter, 
which by its peculiar severity had created the ap» 
parent necessity for an armisticei brought many 

* Of whidi there is more than ane xemsrkable liurtuioe, to the 
great diehonor of the Itenoh anne, In the reoords of ktr ahare In the 
lUrigr Teanf War. 
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household pleasnres in its train — tisooiated 
monaliy with that aeaaon m all northern eWiatea. 

Tlie cold, whieh kad casually opened a path to more 
distant hopes, was also ibr the present momeat m 
Bonen between themadTea and the eDflmj'e ewonL 
And thna it happened tiiat the same season, which 
held out a not improbable picture of fioAal restoration, 
however remote, to pnfaUe hamdneea, promiaed then 
a certain ferefaste of tins blessing in the immediate 
security of their homes. 

Bnt in the aooient city of Kloeteriieim it laight 
have been imagined that nobody partidpated in these 
feelings. A stir and agitation amongst the citizens 
had been conspicnooB for aome daja; aad ob the 
aoraiag of the eigbtli, spite of the Intenae oold, per- 
sons of every rank were seen crowding from an early 
hour to the walla, and retwuhig homewarda 
at intervals, with anzioiia and diaaatiafied koha. 
Groups of both sexes were collected at erery corner 
of the wider streets, keenly debating^ or angrily 
imtesting ; at one time denonndng vengeaiice to 
some groat enemy ; at anotber, passionately hnnent- 
ing some past or half-forgotten oalamity, re4;aiied 
* to their thonf^ts whilst antidpating a simiUr cataa" 
tropbe for tbe present day. 

Aboye ail, the great square ; upon which the an* 
cient castellated palace or mshkm opened by one of 
its fronts, as well as a principal convent of the city, 
was the resort of many turbulent spirits. Most of 
these were young men, and amongst them many 
Btudents of the university : for the war, which had 
thinned or totally dispersed some of the greatest 
udYordtiea in Germany, under the particalar dr- 
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that of KloBterheim. Judging by the tone which 
prevailed, and the random expressions which fell 
upon the ear at intenralB, a atra&ger might coDjeo- 
tare that it was no empty lamentation overimpnd* 
ing eyik which occupied this crowd, bnt some 
aeriona preparation Ibr meeting or ledreasing than. 
An officer of ■ome distinction had been for aome 
time observing them from the antique portals of the * 
palace. It was probable, howevm', tiiet little mere 
than tiieir gestures had reached him ; for at length • 
he moved nearer, and gradually insinuated himself 
into the thickest part of the mob, with the air of 
one who took no fhrtlier conoem fai their luoceed- 
ings than that of simple curiosity. But his martial 
air and his dress allowed him no means of covering 
his purpose. Witii moie warning and leisure to 
arrange his precautions, he might have passed as an 
indi&rent spectator ; as it was, his jewel-hilted 
sabre, the massy gold chain, dependmg in front 
from a costly button and loop which se cured it half 
ymj down his back, and his broad crimson scarf, 
mibroidered in a style of peeaUar splendor, an* 
nounced him as a favored officer of the L:iii(l- rave, 
whose ambitious pretensions, and tyramiical mode 
of supporting them, were just now the objects of 
general abhorrence in Klosterheini. His own ap- 
pearance did not belie the service which he had 
adopted. He was a man of stont person, somewhat 
elegantly formed, in age about tliree or four and 
thirty, though perhaps a year or two of his apparent 
age might be charged upon the bronzing effects of 
sun and wind. In bearing and carriage ho aii- 



Digitized by Coogit 



9 



Boraced to eveiy eje Ibe mixed eateloMMis ud 

eelf-po ooeogi on of » odlitary traiuiiig ; and as his 
featureB were regulta, and remarkably micliigenti 
he would have been proaouncedy on the whole, a 
msn of winniiip exterior, were it not for the fepulBive 
effect of his eye, iu which there was a siuiiitiir ex- 
pres8i<m of treachery, and at times a forociooa one 
of oroelty. 

Placed npou their guard by his costume, and the 
aeTeri^ of hja conntenanoe, those of the lower rank 
were sikmt as he moved along, or lowered their 

voices into whispers and rnatidible muiimirs. 
Amongst the students, however, whenever they 
happened to mnster strongly, were many £< i y 
youi]^ men, who disdained to temper the expression 
of their feelings, or to moderate tlieir tone, A large 
group of these at one comer of the sqnare drew 
attentiou upon themselves, as well by the conspicu- 
ous station which they occupied upon the steps of 
a ehnreh portieo, as by the loudness of their voices. 
Towards them the ofllccr directed liis steps ; and 
probably no lover of sceties would have had very 
long to wait ibr some explosion between parties 
both equally ready to take olfence, and careless of 
giving it; but at that moment, from an opposite 
angle of the square, was seen approaching a yonng 
man in plain clothes, who drew off the universal 
regard of the mob upon himself, and by the uproar 
of welcome whix^h saluted him occasioned all other 
sounds to be stifled. "Long life to our noble 
leader ! — Welcome to the good Max V re- 
sounded thirough the square. " Hail to our noble 
brother!'^ was the acclamation of the students. 

« 
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And everybody hastened ibi w«a:d to meet him with 
an impetuosity which for the moment diew off 
attentiou from the officer: lie was lull standing by 
himaelf on the steps of the chmch, looking down 
upon this scene of joyous welcome — the sole spec- 
tator who neither lully understood its meaning, nor 
fibarod in its feelings. 

The stranger, who wore in part the antique oos^ 
tume of the university of Klosterheim, except where * 
he still retained underneath a traYolling dress, stained 
with recent marks of the roads and the weather, 
advanced amongst his friends with an air at once 
frank, kind, and dignified. He replied to their 
greetings in the language of cheerfulness ; but his 
features expressed anxiety, and his manner was 
hurried. Whether he had not observed the officer 
overlooking them, or thought that the importance 
of the communications which he had to make tran- 
Bcemlcd all common restraints of caution, there was 
little time to judge ; so it was, at any rate, that, 
without lowering his voice, he entered abruptly 
upon his business. 

Friends 1 I have seen the accursed Holkerstein ; 
I have penetrated within his fortress. With my 
own eyes I have viewed and numbered his vile as- 
sassins. They are in strength triple the utmost 
amount of our friends. Without help from us, our 
kinsmen are lost. Scarce one of us but will lose a 
dear Iriend before three nights are over, should 
Klosterhei9i not resolutely do her duty.^' 

She shall, she shall 1 exclaimed a multitude of 
voices. 

Then, Mends, it must be speedily ; never was 
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there more call for sudden reBulution. Perhaps, 
before to-morrow'e enn flhall aet, the oword of this 

detested robber will be at their throats. For he has 
some intelligence (whence I know nut, nor how 
mach) of thdr approach. Neither think that Hoi- 
kerstein is a man acquainted with any touch of mercy 
or relenting. Where no ransom is to be had, he is 
in those circiimBtiiiioeB that he will and mnat deliver 
himself from the burden of prisoners by a general 
massacre. Infants even will not be spared." 

Many women had by this time flocked to the outer 
ring of the listening audience. And, perhaps, for 
iheir ears in particular it was that the young stranger 
urged these last ciroiimstanoes ; adding, 

Will you look down tamely from your city walls 
upon such another massaci-e of the iunoceutd as we 
have once before witnessed i 

Oursed be Holkerstein I " said a multitude of 
voices. 

''And cursed be those that openly or secretly 
support him ! " added one of the students, looking 

earnestly at the officer. 

Amen 1 said the officer, in a solemn tone, and 
looking round him with the aspect of one who will 
not suppose himself to have been included in the 
suspicion. 

And, friends, remember this,'^ pursued the pop- 
ular favorite ; whilst you ai-e discharging the hrst 
duties of Ghristians and brave men to those who are 
now throwing themselves upon the hospitality of 
j uur city, you will also be acquitting yourselves of a 
great debt to the emperor/^ 
"Softly, young gentleman, softly," interrupted 
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the officer; his sercuc highness, my liego lord and 
yours, governs here, and the emperor has no part in 
our allegiance. For debts, what the city owes to 
the emperor she will pay. But men and horses, I 
take it—'' 

** Are precisely the coin which the time demands ; 
these will best please the emperor, and, perhaps, will 
suit the circumstances of the city. But, leaving the 
emperor's rights as a question for lawyers, you, sir, 
are a soldier, — I question not, a brave one, — will 
you advise his highness the Landgrave to look down 
from the castle windows upon a vile marauder, 
stripping or murdering the innocent people who aro 
throwing themselves upon the hospitality of this 
ancient city ? " 

Ay, sir, that will I, bo you well assured — the 
Landgrave is my sovereign — " 

Since when ? Since Thursday week, I think ; 
for so long it is since your terlia * first entered Klos- 
terheim. But in that as you will, and if it be a point 
of honor with you gentlemen W alloons to look on 
whilst women and children are butchered. For such 
a purpose no man is jiiy sovereign ; and as to the 
Landgrave in particular — '' 

" Nor ours, nor ours I " shouted a tumult of voices, 
which drowned the young student's words about 
the Landgrave, though apparently part of them 
reached the officer. lie looked round in quest of 
some military comrades who might support him in 
the voye da fail, to which, at this point, his passion 
prompted him. But, seeing none, he exclaimed, 

* An old AValluon dcsignatiun for a battalion. 
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' ' ^'OitizeDSy pMS Boi Hhm matter too 6r — wadjcm, 
. .70Qngma&,e«pedillj,fi»li6ar,-- voatmd^oiitlie 
brink of trcMOD f " 

A shout of derisioD threw back his wordj. 
Of treason, I say," ho peated, furiou»iy ; and 
! fiuch wild behsvior it is (and I eaj it wilii pain) tint 
peifaaps even now Is dziying^ Ids iiigitiiM to place 
^jowe city under martial laur/' 

Martial law! did joa bear that f^'imialoBg from * 

mouth to mouth. 
*• Martial law, gentlerno;ij, I say; bow will you 

* lelish the little articles of that code? TIjo provost 
marahal uiakea ahort l6aT64aking8. Two &$hom of 

^ xope, and any of tlieae pleaeant old baiooniea wliich 

* I see around me (pomttngy aa he spoke, to the 
' antique galleries of wood which ran rotind the middfe 

* stories in the Convent of St. Peter with a confessor, 
or none, as the provost's breakfast may chance to 
allow, have cat abort, to my knowledge, tiie fineaka 

. of many a better felkrw tiiao any I now aee befim 
. me." 

Saying this, he bowed with a mo<^ aolemnity all 

rouiid to tlie crowd, which, by this time, had increased 
- in number and violence. Those wlio were in the 
' outermost circles, and beyond the distinct hearing 
' of what he said, had been discussing with heat the 
alarming confirmation of their feara in respect to 
* Holkeratein, or listening to the impassioned namtire 
of a woman, who had already seen one of her sons 
butchered by this ruffian's people under the walld of 
the city, and was now anticipating^ the same fate for 
her last surviving boq and daughter, in case they 
should happen to be amongst the party now expected 



Digrtized by Google 



14 KLOSTERnmr. 

from Vienna. She had just recited the tra^ifal -cfih." 
cumstances of her son's death, and had ' worfee^ . • 
powerfully upon the sympathizing passions of the " 
crowd, when, suddenly, at a moment so unseasonabte- - 
for the .officer, some imperfect repetition of his words ' 
about the provost martial and the rope passed rapidly^' 
from mouth tO mouth. It was said that he liad ' 
. threatened every man with instant death at th<i;. 
• » drum-bead, who should but speculate on assisting hig 

• ■fj;iieud§ outside, under the heaviest extremities of , 
^•;V'^angei'. or of outrage. The sarcastic bow and tke* 

inflamed countenance of the officer were seen bjr*« 
glimpses further than his words extended. Kindlin'g . 
eyes and lifted arms of many amongst the mob, and ^ 
chiefly of those on the outside, who had heard his \ 
words the most imperfectly, proclaimed to such as- ' 
knew Klosterheim and its temper at this raomeni • 
the danger in which he stood. Maximilian, the * 
young student, generously forgot his indignation ixx'. 
concern for his immediate safety. Seizing him by:', 
the hand, he exclaimed, . - .. 

" Sir, but a moment ago you warned me that - J ^ 
stood on the brink of treason : look to your owjiy 
safety at present ; for the eyes of some whom I se^s^'s 
yonder are dangerous. 

. . " Young gentleman,'' the other replied, contempt- * 
'uGusly, I presume that you are a student; let me 
. counsel you to go back to your books. There you'. 
; will berin your element. For myself, I am familiar 

• with faces as angry as these — and hands soraethin|y 

• mx)re formidable. Believe me, I see nobody here/' 
^, ' ani he afleeted to speak with imperturbable cooL- 
^'^i.ness, but his voice became tremulous with passion, 
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"whom I can ewea esteem worthy of a Boldier'a con- 

" And yet, Colonel von Aremberg, there m at leaat 
one man hm who has had the honor of commanding 
men as elevated as yourself/' Saying which, he 

hastily drew from liis bosom, where it hung suspended 
£rom his nieck, a large flat tablet of remarkably bean- 
tiM onyx, on one side of which was scnlfitared a 
Tery striking face ; but on the other, which he pre- 
Muted to the gase of the coloneli was a fine repre- 
sentation of an eagle groyelling on the dnst, and* 
be^iiiiing to expand its wings — with the single 
word Mesurgam by way of motto. 
Never was rendsion of Jfeding so rapidly expressed 

on any man^s countenance. The colonel looked but 
022C6; he caught the image of the bird trailing its 
pini(ms in the dust, he heard the word JResurgam 
audibly pronounced ; his color iled, his lips grew 
livid with passion , and, furiously unsheathing his 
swordy he spnmg, witii headlong fergetftdness of 
time and place, upon his calm antagonist. With the 
advantage of perfect sel^possession, Maximilian 
fomid it easy to parry the tempestaons blows of the 
colonel; and lie would, perhaps, have found it easy 
to diaana him. But at this moment the crowd, who 
had been with great difiSculty repressed by the more 

thoughtful amongst tlie students, burst through all 
restraints. In the violent outrage oHered to their 
duunpion and leader, they saw naturally a full con* 
firraation of the worst impressions they had received 
as to the coloneVs temper and intention. A number 

4 

of them rushed £[>rward to execnte a snmmary ven- 
geance ; and the foremost amongst these, a mechanic 
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of Kiusterlieim, difitmgui»bed for hi& lierouiuan 
Btrength, with one blow stretched Yon Aranberg on 
the ground. A suvage yell announced the dreadful 
&te which im|>eiuied oyer the iidicn officer. And, 
spite of the genflErons exertions made finr his pioteo- 

tion by Maximilian and his brother students, it is 
probable that at that moment no humaai Interpoj^tiaQ 
could have a¥«fled to tarn aside the awakened appe- 
tite for vengeance, and that he must ]i;i\'e perished, 
but for the accident which at that particular instant 
of time ooonrred to draw off the attention of the 

mub. 

A sigxial gun from a watch-tower, which always in 
those nnbappy times aanonnced the approach of 
strangers, had been fired about ten minutes before ; 
but, in the turbulent uproar of the crowd, it had 
passed mmotioed. Hence it was, that, without pra- 
vioos warning to the mob assembled at this point, a 
mounted courier now sprung into the square at full 
gallop on his road to tiie palace, and was snddanljr 
pulled up by the dense masses of human beings. 

*' News, news 1 exclaimed Maximilian ; tidings 
of our dear fijends from Vienna 1 This he said witih 
the generous purpose of diverting the infuriated mob 
from the unfortunate Von Aremberg, though himself 
apprehending that the courier had arrived from 
another quarter. His plan suooeeded; the mob 
ruBhed after the horseman, all but two or three of 
the most sanguinary, who, being now aepaxated 
from all assistance, were easily drawn off from their 
prey. The opportunity was eagerly used to carry 
off the colonel, stunned and bleeding, within the 
gates of a Franciscan convent. He was conaig&ad 
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to the medical core of the bolj fitthen ; and Maad- 

milian, with liis companions, then liuiTied away to 
the chancery of the palace, wlutkur the courier had 
proceeded with hia despatches. 

These were interesting in the hi<^4icst do<j^roc. It 
ha<l been doubted by many^ and by others a pretended 
doubt had been xaiaed to aerre the Landgrave's pnr* 

pose, wliutlier the great cavalcade from Vienna would 
be likely to reach the entrance of the forest lor a 
week or more. Certain news had now anlTed, and 

was published before it could be stifled, that they 
and all tlieir baggage, after a prosperous journey so 
hr, wonld be assembled at that point on this veiy 

evening. The courier had left the advanced guard 
about noonday, with an escort of four hundred of the 
Black Yagers from the Imperial Guard, and two 
hundred of Papenlieini's Dragoons, at AValdenhausen, 
on the very brink of the forest. The main body and 
rear were expected to reach the same point in ibnr 

ur iive hours ; and the whole party would then fcrtiff 
their encampment as much as possibio against the 
night attack which they had too much reason to 

apprehend. 

This was news which, in bringing a respite of 
forty-eight hours, brought relief to some who had 

feared that even this very night might present them 
witli Ihn spectacle of their beloved friends engaged 
In a bloody struggle at the very gates of Kloster- 
heim ; for it was the fixed resolution of the Landgrave 
to Bufler no diminution of his own military strength, 
or of the means for recruiting it hereafter. Men, 
horses, arms, all alike were rigorously laid under 
embargo by the existing government of the city ; 
VOL. n. 2 
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aii i such was the military power at ita disposal, 
reckoning not merely the numerical strength in 
troopSi but also the power of sweeping the main 
Btreets of the town, and several of the principal roads 
outside, that it was become a matter of serious duubt 
whether the unanimous insurrection of the populace 
had a chance for making head against the govern- 
ment. But others found not even a momentary 
comfort in this account. They considered that, per- 
haps, Waldenhausen might be the very ground 
selected for the murderous attack. There was here 
a solitary post-house, but no town, or even village. 
The forest at this point was just thirty-four miles 
broad ; and if the bloodiest butchery should be going 
on under cover of night, no rumor of it could be 
borne across the forest in time to alarm the many 
anxious friends who would this night be lying awake 
in Klosterheim. 

A slight circumstance served to barb and point the 
public distress, which otherwise seemed previously 
to have reached its utmost height. The courier had 
brought a large budget of letters to private individ- * 
uals throughout Klosterheim ; many of these were 
written by children unacquainted with the dreadful 
catastrophe which threatened them. Most of them 
had been long separated; by the fury of the war, 
from their parents. They had assembled, from many 
different quarters, at Vienna, in order to join what 
might be called, in Oriental phrase, the caravan. 
Their parents had also, in many instances, firom 
places equally dispersed, assembled at Klosterheim ; 
and, after great revolutions of fortune, they were 
now going once more to rejoin each other. Their 
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letters expfessed the ftelings of hope and dfectumate 

pleasure suitable to the occasion . Tlwy retraced the 
perils they had passed during the twenty-six days of 
'their journey, — the great towns, heaths, and forests, 
they had traversed since leavinii^ the gates of Vicuna ; 
and expressed, in the iiiuocoat terms of childhood, 
the {deasnre they felt in having come within two 
steges of the gates of Klosterlieini. ''In the forest/* 
said they, " there will be no more dangers to pass ; 
no soldiers ; nothing worse than wild deer/' 

Letters written in these terms, contrasted with the 
mournful realities of the case, sharpened the anguish 
of fear and suspense throughout the whole city \ aad 
Maximilian with his friends, unable to bear the loud 
expression of the public ^selings, separated them- 
selves from the tomoltaoos crowds, and adjourning 
to the seclusion of their college rooms, determined to 
consult, whilst it was yet not too late, whether, in 
tideir hopeless sitaation for openly resisting the 
Landgrave without causing as much slaughter as 
they sought to pievent, it might not yet be possible 
for them to do something in the way of resistance to 
the bloody purposes of Holkerstein. 
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« 

Thi traTeUing ptrty^ fcr whom 00 mncli Mizietj 

was feU iu Klosterheim, had this evening" reached 
Waldenhausen without loss or any violent alajim; 
aad, indeed, oonsideriiig tiie length of their joomej, 
and tlie distracted state of the empire, they Lad 
hitUerto travelled iu remarkable security. It was 
now nearly a month aince they had taken their de- 

parture from Vienna, at which point considerable 
numbers had assembled from the adjacent country 
to take the benefit of their eonipoy. Some of theae 

they had dropped at different turns in their route, 
but many more had joined tliem as they advanced; 
for in eTeiy considerable city they found large aoeii* 
mulations of strangers, driven iu for momentaiy 
shelter from the atorm of war as it spread, over one 
district after another ; and many of these were eager 
to try the chances of a change, or, upon more con- 
siderate grounds, preferred the protection of a place 
situated like SLlosterheim, in a nook as yet nnviaited 
by the scourge of military execution. Hence it hap- 
pened, that from a party of seven hundred and fifty, 
with an escort of four hundred yagers, which was 
the amount of their numbers on passing through the 
gates of Vienna, they had gradually swelled into a 
train of sixteen hundred, including two companiea of 
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dragoons, who had joined them hj the empevor'e 

orders at one of the fortified posts. 

It waa Mi, aa a dicmiiataaoe of noticeable Bingi^ 
larity, by most of the party, that, after traTerting a 
large part of Germany without encounicriTig any 
Tery inuoinent perili thay ahonld be iiat anmmoMd 
to nnnsnal vigilance, and all the moat Jealona pre* 
cautions of fear, at the very termination of their 
jonmey. In all parte of their route they had met 
with oolomns of troops paming their marefa, and 
now and then with roving bauds of deserters, who 
were fonnMable to the unprotected traveller. Some 
tiiey had overawed by their display of military 
strength; from others, in the imperial service, they 
had xeoeived oheerM assistance ; and any Swedish 
corps, which rumor had pie een t e d as formidable by 
their numbers, they had, with some exertion of fore- 
thought syid contrivance, constantly evaded, either 
by a little detour, or by a temporary halt m some 
place of strength. But now it was universally known 
th^ they were probably waylaid by a desperate and 
lemorsdess freebooter, who, as he pot his own trust 
exclusively in the sword, allowed nobody to hope 
for any other shape of deliverance. 

Holtorstem, the military robber, was one of the 
nj.uiy monstrous growths which had arisen upon the 
ruins of social order in this long and unhappy war. 
Drawing to himself all the malcontents of his own 
neighborhood, and as many deserters from the regu- 
lar armies in the centre of Germany as he could 
tempt to his service by the license of unlimited pil- 
lagO; he h;ul rapidly created a respectable force; had 
possessed himself of various castles in Wirtemberg, 
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within fifty or tixty miles of KlosteTfaeiiii ; had 

attacked and defeated many parties of reprular troops 
seat out to reduce him ; and, by great activity and 
local knowledge, had ndsed himself to so much con- 
sideration, that the terror of his name Lad spread 
even to Vienna, and the escort of yagers had been 
granted by the imperial goyemment as much on his 
account as for any more general reason. A lady, 
who was in someway related to the emperor's family, 
and, by those who were in the secret, was reputed 
to be the emperor's natural Jaugliter, accompanied 
the travelling party, with a suite of female attendants. 
To this lady, who was known by the name of the 

Countess Paulina, tljo rest of the company iiulJ them- 
selves indebted ibr their escort ; and hence, as much 
as for her rank, she was treated with ceremonionB 
respect throughout the journey. 

The Lady Paulina travelled with her suite in 
coaches, drawn by the most powerful artillery horses 
that could be fumiblicd at the various military posts.* 
On this day she had been in the rear ; and having 
been delayed by an accident, she was waited for 
with some impatience by the rest of the party, tlie 
latest of whom had reached Waldenhausen early in 
tiie afternoon. It was sunset before her train of 

coaches arrived ; and, as the danger from llolker- 
stein commenced about this point, they were imme- 
diately applied to the purpose of strengthening their 

encampment against a night attack, by chaining 

* Coaches were common in Germany at this time amongst people 
of rank. At the reinstatement of the Daket of MMklMibiirg, bj 
Chutanu AdolpbuB, though without much notieo^ more tban four-Mon 
of flOMshei wm MMmblecL 
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them, together with all the baggiage-cartB, in % triple 
line, across the different-avenues which seemed most 

exposed to a churoe of cavalry. Maijy eiher prepaid 
ations were made j the yagers and dragoons made 
arrangements for monnting with ease on the first 
alarm; strong' outposts were established; sciitiaels 
posted all round the encampment, who were dnlj 
relieved every hour, in consideration of the extreme 
cold ; and, upon the whole, as iuauy veteran uilicers 
were amongst them, the great body of the travellers 
were now able to apply themselves to the task of 
preparing their evening' refreslimentff with some 
degree of comfort; for the elder part of the com- 
pany saw that every precantion had been taken, and 
the younger were not aware of any extraordinary 
danger. 

Waldenhansen had formerly been a considersUe 

village. At present there was no more than one 
house, surrounded, however, by such a large estab- 
lishment of bams, stables, and other onthouses, that, 
at a little distance, it wore the appearance of a toler- 
able hamlet. Most of the outhouses, in their upper 
stories, were filled with bay or straw ; and there the 
women and children prepared their couches for the 
night, as the warmest resorts in so severe a season. 
The honse was famished in the plainest style of a 
fcrmer's ; but in other respects it was of a superior 
order, being roomy and extensive. The best aparfr* 
ment had been reserved for the Lady Paulina and 
her attendants ; one for the oflScers of most distinc- 
tion in the escort or amongst the travellers; the 
rest had been left to the nse of the travellers indis- 
criminate]^. ^ 
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In passing Ihroup^h the hall of entrance, PanKna 
had noticed n mau of striking and farondie appesur- 
ance, — hair black and matted, eyes keen and wild» 
and beaiuiii<j^ with malicious cunning, "who snrreyed 
her as she passed with a mixed look oi insolence and 
onrioBtty, that inyolnntarily made her shrink* Hie 
Lad been half reclining carelessly agafnet the waO, 
-when she first entered, but rose upright with a 
midden motion as she paeeed him— not probably 
from any sentiment of respect, bnt nnder the Ifaret 
powerful impression of surprise on seeing a young 
woman of peculiarly splendid figore and impreeaive 
beauty, under circumetances so little aeoording wiA 
what might be supposed her natural pretensions. 
The dignity of her deportment, and the niimba» of 
her attendants, sufficiently proclaimed the loxmrioiia 
accommodations which her habits might have taught 
her to expect} and she was now entering a dwelling 
which of late years had received few strangers of 
her sex, and probably none but those of the lowest 
rank. 

Enow your distance, fellow I " exclaimed one of 

the waiting-women, angrily, noticing his rude gaze 
and the effect upon her mistress. 

'^Oood feifli, madam, I would lhat the distance 
between us were more ; it was no prayers of mine, I 
promise you, that brought upon me a troop of horses 
to Waldenhausen, enough in one twelve hours to eat 
me out a margrave's ransom. Light thanks I reckon 
on from yagers ; and the payments of dragoons will 
pass current for as little in the forest, as a lady^a 
frown in Waldenhausen." 

Churl I " said an officer of dragoons, ^'how know 
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yon that oar paTments are light? The emperor 
takes nothing without payment; surely not from 

suck aa you. But a propos of ransoms, what now 
might be Holkerstcin's ransom for a farmer's barus 
stuft'ed with a three years' crop ? " 

"How mean you by that, captain? The crop's 
my own, and never was in worse hands than my 
own. God send it no worse luck to-day 1 " 

Come, come, sir, you understand me better than 
that ; nothing at Waldenhausen, I take it, is yours 
or any man's, unless by license from Holkerstein. 
And when I see so many goodly barns and gamers, 
with their jolly charges of hay and com, that would 
fbed one of Holkerstein's garrisons through two 
sieges, I know what to think of him who has saved 
them scot-free. He that scrvi s a robber must do it 
on a robber's terms. To isuch bargains there gues 
but one word, and that is the robber's. But, come, 
man, I am not thy judge. Only I would have my 
soldiers on their guard at one of Holkerstein's out- 
posts. And thee, &rmer, I would have to remember 
that an emperor's grace may yet stand thee instead, 
when a robber is past helping thee to a rope." 

The soldiers laughed, but took their ofEcer'R hint 
to watch the motions of a man, whose immunity 
from spoil, in circumstances so tempting to a military 
robber's cupidity, certainly ai^ed some collusion 
with Holkerstein. 

The Lady Paulina had passed on during this dia- 
log"ue into an inner room, hoping to have found the 
quiet and the warmth which were now become so 
needful to her repose. But the antique stove was 
too much out of repair to be used with benefit ; the 
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wood-work was decayed, and admitted ciimiita of 

cold air ; and, above all, from the slightness of the 
partitionSi the noise and tumult in a house occupied 
by Boldiero and trayelleis proved bo mcesBant, that, 
after taking* refresLmunts with her attendants, she 
resolved to adjourn for the night to her coach ; which 
afforded maoh superior resonroeSi both in warmtli 
and in freedom from noise. 

The carriage of the countess was one of those 
which had been posted at an angle of the encamp- 
ment, and on that side terminated the line of de- 
fences ; for a deep mass of wood, which commenced 
where the caniages ceased, seemed to present a 
natural protection on that side agtkinst the approach 
of cavalry ; in reality, from the quantity of tangled 
roots, and the inequalities of the ground, it appeared 
difficult for a single horsMian to advance even a few 
yards witliout falling. And upon this aide it had 
been judged sufficient to post a single sentinel. 

Assured by the many precautions adopted, and by 
tlie cheerful language of the officer on guard, who 
attended her to tiie carriage door, Paulina, with one 
attendant, took her seat in the coach, where she had 
the means of fencing herself suiiiciently from the 
cold by the weighty robes of minever and ermine* 
which her ample wardrobe afiforded ; and the large 
dimensions of the coach enabled her to turn it to the 
use of a sofa or couch. 

Touth and health sleep well; and with all the 
means and appliances of the Lady Paulina, wearied 
besides as she had been with the &tigue of a day's 
march, performed over roads almost impassable fiom 
roughness, there was little reason to think that she 
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would miss tlic benefit of her natural advantages. 
Yet sleep failed to come, or came only by fup^itive 
Bnatchcs, which presented her with tumultuous 
dreams, — sometimes of the emperor^s court in 
Yiennay sometimes of the vast succession of troubled 
scenes and fierce faces that had passed before her 
since she had quitted that city. At one moment 
she beheld the travelling* equipages and far-stretching 
array of her own party, with their military escort 
filing off by torchlight under the gateway of ancient 
cities; at another, the mined villages, with their 
dismantled cottages, — doors and windows torn ofi> 
walls scorched with fire, and a few gaunt dogs, with 
a wolf-like ferocity in their bloodshot eyes, prowling 
about the ruins, — objects that iiad really so often 
afflicted her heart. Waking from those distressing 
spectacles, she would Ml into a fitful doze, which 
presented her with remembrances stiU more alann- 
ing: bands of fierce deserters, that eyed her travel- 
ling party with a savage rapacity which did not 
confess any powerful sense of inferiority ; and in the 
very fields which they had once cultivated, now 
silent and tranquil from utter desolation, the mould- 
ering bodies of the unoffending peasants, left nn- 
honored with the rites of sepulture, in many places 
irom the mere extermination of the whole mral popu- 
lation of their neighborhood. To these succeeded a 
wild chaos of figures, in which the dress and tawny 
features of Bohemian gypsies conspicuously pre- 
vailed, just as she had seen them of late making war 
on all parties alike; and, in the person of their 
leader, her fimcy suddenly restored to her a vivid 
resemblance of their suspicious hodt at their present 
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qMrters, and of the miUdaiiB gaze with wbioh he 

had disconcerted her. 

A mdden mommeiit of the oarriage ttwakened faeri 
aad, by the light of a lamp ausp^ded fifom a pro- 
jecting bough of a tree, she belield, un looking out, 
tibe a^ow conntenaaoe of the veij man whoae image 
had ao leoently iaftated her dreams. The light 
being considerably nearer to him than to heiselfi she 
oouid see without befaig distiuctljr seen ; and, having 
aheadj heard the yery strong presmnptions againsir 
this man's honesty which had been urged by the 
officer, and without reply from the suspected partgr, 
ahe now determined to watch him. 
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The night was pitch dark, and Pauliua felt a 
moBkmtai^j teixor oraep oyer her as atie lookdd into 
ike jDtma^ UadbuMui of tlia dark alleys wluoh ran 

into the woods, forced into deeper shade under the 
gUct o£ the lamps from the encampmftnk iSi^ bow 

at this point, stretching away (as she had been told) 
in some direotiona upwards of fifty mUm ; and that» 
if the post oeonpied by thdr encampmont alMMdd bo 
inaccessible on this side to cavalry, it might, how- 
erer, happen tbat perao&a with tbe worit deaigpa 
oould eaflily penetrate on foot from the ooneealmfiati 
of the forest ; in which case she herself, and tte 
splendid boo^ of her carriage, migbt bo tbe first and 
easieet prey. Bron at this mbment^ the rmj wont 

of those atrocious wretches whom the times had 
produced might be lurking in conceal ment» with 
tkrir eyes fiuBtened npon tbe weak or exposed parts 

of the encampment, and waiting until midnicrht 
abonld have buried tbe xnajori^ of their wearied 
party into tbe protmndest repose, in order then to 
make a combined and murderous attack. Under 
the advantages of sudden surprise and darkness, 
together with tiie knowledge whioh they would not 
fail to possess of every road and by-path in the 
woods, it could scarcely bo doubted that thcgr might 
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strike m very effectual blow at tlie Vienna caravaa, 
which had elae so neaily completed their joimej 

without loss or memorable privutions ; — and the 
knowled^ which Holkerstein poeseased of the ahort 
limits within which hia opportonities were now cir< 
cnmsciibed would doubtless prompt iiim to some 
bold and energetic effort. 

Thonghta unwelcome aa these Paulina &uBd lei- 
sure to pursue ; for the ruffian landlord had disap- 
peared almost at the same moment when she first 
caught a glimpse of him. In the deep siknce which 
succeeded, bLlo could not wean herself from the pain- 
ful ^ABcination of imagining the very worst possibil- 
ities to which present situation was liable. She 
imaged to herself the horrors of a camisade, as slie- 
had often heard it deecribed; she saw, in appro- 
hension, the saTage band of confederate butidieni, 
issuing from the profound solitudes of the forest, iu 
white shirts drawn over their armor ; she seemed to 
read the murderous features, lighted up by the gleam 
of lamps — the stealthy step, and tlio sudden gleam 
of sabres ; then the yell of assault, the scream of 
i^gony, die camp floating with blood ; the fiizy, the 
vengeance; the pui\suit ; — all these circuinstances 
of scenes at that time too familiar to Germany 
passed rapidly before her mind. 

But after some time, as the tranquillity coutiuued, 
her nervous irritation gave way to less agitating but 
profound sensibilititti. Whither was her lorer with- 
drawn from her knowledge ? and ^s liy ? and for how 
long a time ? What an age it yecmod since she had 
last seen him at Vienna I That the service upon 
which he was employed would prove honorable, she 
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ftltas0iu»d. But WM it dugecom F Alaml inO^ 

many there was none otherwise. Would it soon 
restore him to hjQS society ? And why had he been 
of late BO uoaoooimtably iUent t Or agiin, had ha 
been silent ? Perhaps his letters had becu inter- 
cepted, — nothiugj in &ct, was more common at that 
time. The rarity was, if by any aocddant a letter 
reached its destination. From one ot the worst 
aolicitudide incident to such a aitoation Paulina was, 
howeTer, deiivefed by her own nobility of miiid, 
which raised her above the meanness of jealousy, 
Whatsoe¥er might have happened^ or into whatever 
sitiiatioiifl her lover might have hem thxowiif ihe feU 
no fear that the fidelity of his attachment could have 
wandered or Mtered for a moment ; that worat of 
panga the Lady Faulina vaa valfled above, equally 
by her just confidence in herself and in her lover. 
But yet, though faithM to her, might he xkot be ill ? 
Mi^t he not be langjEiiahing in ecane one of the 
many distresses incident to war ? Might he not 
even have perished ? 
That £aar threw her back upon the celamitieB and 

horrors of war ; and insensibly her thonp^hts wan- 
dered round to the point from, which they had started, 
of her own immediate situation. Again she searched 
with penetrating eyes the black avenues of the wood, 
as they lay forced almost into strong relief and pal- 
pable substance by the glare of the lamps. Again 
she fancied to herself the murderous hearts and 
glaring eyes which even now might be shrouded by 
the silent masses of forest which stretched before 
her, — when suddenly a single light shot its rays 
from what appeared to be a considerable distance in 



Digitized by 



tt 



EIiOOTSKnill. 



one ol liie aveuues. Paulina's heart beat fast at this 
Afinlng ■peotocle^ immedialely ftflto^ the ligfai wm 
shaded, or in some wmj disappeared. But tliie ga^e 
the more rea&ou for terror. It was now clear that 
hvmia bemge weve moving in itte woods. No pnb^ 
lie road lay In that direction ; nor, in so nnpopulous 
a region, conld it be imagined that travellers were 
likelj a* that time to be abioad. From their own 
meampment nobody could bave any molrre Ibr 
Btraying to a distance on bo aevere a night, and at a 
time when he woold reaeonabiy draw upon himself 
the danger of being shot by die night-goard. 

This last consideration reminded Paulina suddenly, 
as of a TSty singular oiroomstsnee, that the appear- 
of the light had been followed by no ehaflenge 
from the sentineL And then first she remembered 
that tor mm time she had oeased to hear the senti- 
nePs step, or the rattle of his baadoleerB. Hastily 
looking along the path^ she discovered too certainly 
that the einc^ sentinel posted on that side of their 
encampment was absent from his station. It might 
have been supposed that ho had fallen asleep from 
the severi^ of the cold ; but in that case the lantern 
which he CHuried attaohed to his breast wonld have 
continued to bum ; whereas all traces of light had 
vanished from the path which he pmmbnkted. The 
error was now apparent to Paulina, both in having 
appuiuted no more than one sentinel to this quarter, 
and also in the selection of his beat. There had 
been frequent instanoes throughont this war in whteh 
by means of a net, such as that cairied by the Roman 
rttimrim in the contests of the gladiators, and des- 
teronsly applied by two persons from behind, a 
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sentinel had been suddenly muffled, gagged, and 
earned off, without much difficulty. For suuh a pep- 
IKMie ib mm cl6«r Hmk tbo praMst aeatiBel's 

lying by the margin of a wood from which his mi- 
natest movements could be watched a( leisure by 
thoee who Uj in otter darimaiMi fhamselTei^ afforded 
every possible facility. Paulina scarcely doubted 
that he had been iudeed carried oS, in some such 
wmy, and not impossibiy almost whilst she wis 
iookiug on. 

She would now have called aloudi and have 
alaimed the oamp ; bat st tiis wtitj msmeiit when 
sho let down the glass the swage IsndlQid rsi^ 

peaired, and, menacing her with a pistol, awed her 
into aileiios. lie boiMi uDQa hia head a modsfste- 
sised trunk, or portmanteH, wiiioh appesvsd, by the 

imperfect light, to be that in which some despatches 
had been lodged from the imperial govenuaent to 
diffarrat penoiis in Eksteibsiia. This had been out 

from one of the carriages in her buite ; and her anx- 
was great on recollecting that, from some words 
of the emperor's, she had reason to belisTS one, at 
least, of the letters which it conveyed to be in some 
important degree connected w itii the interests of her 
lover. Satisfied, however, that he would not find it 
possible to abscond with so burdensome an avticle 
in any direction that could save him from instant 
pursuit and airest, she eontinued to watch for Hie 

moment when she might safely raise the alarm. But 
great was her consternation when she saw a dark 
figure steal from a thicket, reoeive tho trunk from the 
other, and instantly retreat into the deepest recesses 
of the forest. 
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Her ftsn now gwre my to the imminence of m> 
importeiit e km ; end ihe ep d e ero red hwffly to open 

the window of the opposite door. But this had been 
eo eflbctneUy barricaded agaiast the cold, thai ehe 
failed in her purpose, and, immediately turning back 
to the other side, she called, loudly, — " Guar ! ! 
guard i The preas of carriages, howerar, at tins 
point, so fttr deadened her voice, that it was some 
time before the alarm reached the other side of the 
encampment distmctiy enough to direct their mottoDS 
to her summons. Half a dozen yagers and an ofll- 
cer at length presented themselves ; but the landlord 
bad disappeared, she knew not in what direction. 
Upon explaining the circumstances of the robbeiy, 
however, the officer caused his men to light a num- 
ber of torches, and advance into the wood. But tlie 
ground was so impracticable in most places, from 
tangled ruutB and gnarled stumps of trees, that it 
was with difficulty they conld keep their footing. 
They were also embarrassed by the crossing shad- 
ows from the innumeraUe boughs above them ; and 
a situation of greater perplexity for effective pnrsnit 
it was scarcely possible to imagine. Everywhere 
they saw alleys, arched high overhead, and resem- 
bling the aisles of a cathedral, as mnch in form as in 
the perfoct darkness which reigned in both at this 
solemn hour of midnight, stretching away apparently 
without end, but more and more obscure, until im- 
penetrable blackness terminated the long vista. Now 
and then a dusky figure was seen to cross at some 
distance ; but these were probably deer ; and wlien 
loudly challenged by the yagers, no sound replied 
but the vast echoes of the forest. Between these 
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mtalftiiiable bUbjb, whkk rftdmted aa from m centre 
OSb poiat, there were gexmsUy tliidceto illtM^ 

posed. SometimeB the wood was more open, end 
dear of all imdergrowth — ahnibe» thonMij Of Inmi^ 
Ues — for a oomdderable cHetaace, ao thai a ringle 

file of horsemen might have penetrated for perhaps 
half a mile ; but belta of Uiiokei contiiiiially cheeked 
Aeir progress, aad obliged them to eeA their ingr 

back to some one of the long vistas which traversed 
the wooda between the firontiera of Soabm and Bft* 
▼aria. 

In this perplexity of paths, the officer halted his 
fxtj to coiuuder of hie Airtber couree. At thia 
moment one of the yagers protested that he had 
aeen a man^s hat and &ce rise above a thicket of 
bashes, apparently not more than a hondred and 
fifty yards from their own position. Upon that the 
party were ordered to advance a little, and to iiirow 
in a volley, as nearly as oould be judged, into the 
rery spot pointed out by tibe soldier. It seemed 
that he had not been mistaken ; for a loud laugh of 
derision rose immediately a little to the left of the 
bushes. The laughter swelled upon the sOence of 
the night, and in the next moment was taken np by 
another on the right, which again was echoed by a 
third on the rear. Peal after peal of tumuUuous and 
scornful laughter resounded from the remoter soli- 
todes of the fSorest ; and the officer stood aghast to 
hear this proolamation of defiance from a multitude 
of enemies, whore he had anticipated no more than 
the very party engaged in the robbery. 

To advance in pursuit seemed now both uselesa 
and dangerous. The laughter had probably been 
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de&igudd expressly to distract his choice of road at 
A *»i»A whfin thio darlrninii aiul intrjoaoies 
ground had already made it tafimenily indet^ 
minate. In which directioUj out ol su many whence 
• ho had heard the aonndat a pufMit oould be inatt- 
tated with any ehaaee of being efGdctoalt aaemed 
now as hopeless ^ subject of dehbcratiou as it was 
poflgiblit to imairiiifii StUL aa ha had boon mada 
aware of the great importaiioa attaohed to the tranlc, 
which might very probably contain despatches inter- 
esting to the wel£ure of Kloaterheim, and the whole 
sanonnding territory, be felt griered to retire witb> 
out some further attempt ibr its recovery. And he 
stood for a ftrr moments inesohitely dsbatiBg with 
hunseU; or listening to the opinions of his men* 

Ilis irresolution was very abruptly terminated. 
AU at ones, upon the main toad frcia Kloalediam^ 
at SB angle abont half a mile dbead where it first 
wheeled into sight from Waldenhausen, a hoavj 
thunde ri n g trot was heard zinging fxtm the fionan 
road, as of a regular body of cavalry advancing rap- 
idly upon their encampment. There was no tima to 
be lost ; the offiosr instancy withdrew his yagms 
from the wood, posted a strong goard at the wood 
side, sounded the alarm throughout the camp» agree- 
ably to the system of signals psevioiisly oonosKtad^ 
mounted about thirty men, whose horses and them- 
selves were kept in perfect equipment during eaoh 
of the night-watohes, and then adTaaning to thn 
head of the bairiers, prepared to receive the party 
of strangers in whatever oiiaracter they should hap- 
pen to prsaent tbemselTes. 

All this had been done with so much promptitude 
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md decision, tliat, on reaching the barriers, tho oflB- 
cer found the strangeni not jot ootte up. In 
tlwy had halted »t a atomg oatpoirt about a quartar 
of a mile in advance of Waldenhauaen ; and though 
oae or two patroUera came droppiiig in from l^j4oada 
Oft the ibieat^mlli, who repot tad Hbm aa enenleai 
from the indistinct view they had caught of their 
equipmenta, it had akaady beooma doubtftil firom 
tiMrir moFameQta whether thqr woidd really prove ao. 

Two of their party were now descried upon tho 
loadi and nearly cloae up with the gates of Walden- 
kmaea ; they waie aooompattiad by aerand of Ilia 

fCuard from the outpost; ami. iinmediately on being 
hailed, they exoiaimed, ''Jbriends, and from MJUMh 

He who spoke was a young cavalier, magnificent 
alike in hia peraon, dresB, and style of hiB appoint- 
menta. Hie waa superUy momitad^ wore the daeon^ 
tions of a major-general in the imperial service, and 
scarcely needed the explanations which he gave to 
emnerate himaalf from the anqriekm of being a 
leader of robbers under Holkerstein. Portimately 
enough, also, at a period when of^cers of the uwat 
diat m g ni ahed merit w«rB too often im&ithM to their 
engagements, or paaeed with ao miieh le^ty from 
service to service aa to justify an indiscriminate 
jaaloiiay of all who were not in the pnfalie eyaj it 
happened that the officer of tiie waloh, formerly, 
when mounting guard at the imperial palace, had 
been fiunitiar with the paraonal i^paanaoa of the 
eaTalier, and oonld speak of hia own knowledge to 
the &vor wliich he had eiyoyed at the emperor's 
eonrt. After alunrt ozplanataonai tbecetea, he waa 
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adndttod, «ad thankfiiU j weloomed in tiie ctmp ; 

and the officer of the guard departed to receive with 
honor the generous yolunteers at the outpost. 

Meantime, the aiann, which wae geoenl throoglir 
( lit the camp, had assembled all the women to one 
quarter, where a circle of carriages had been formed 
for their proteotion. In their centre, distingoiedied 
by her height and beauty , stood Hie Lady Paulina, 
dispensing assistance from her wardrobe to any who 
were eoffioring from cold under this sudden summons 
to night air, and animating others, who were more 
than usually depressed, by the aids of consolation 
and of cheerful prospects. She had just turned her 
ftce away from the passage by which this little sanc- 
tuary communicated with the rust of the camp, and 
was in the act of giving directions to one of her 
attendants, when suddenly a welMmown voioe fell 
upon her ear. It was the voice of the stranger cav- 
alier, whose natural gallantry had prompted him 
imsnediately to relieve tiie alarm, which, unavoid- 
ably, he had himself created ; in a few words, he 
was explaining to the assembled females of the camp 
in what character, and with how many companions, 
he had come. But a shriek from Paulina interrupted 
him. InvoluntacUy she held out her open arms, and 
involuntarily she exclaimed, Dearest Maximilian I 
On his part, the young cavalier, for a moment or two 
at first, was almost deprived of speech by astonish- 
ment and excess of pleasure. Bounding forwaid, 
hardly conscious of those who surrounded them, 
with a rapture of faithful love he caught the noble 
young bMuly into his arms, — a movement to which, 
in the frank innocence of her heart, she made no 
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resistance ; folded her to his bosom, and impressed 
a fervent kiaa upon her lips ; whilst thi; only words 
that came to his own -were, ^* Belo'red Paulina 1 

most beloved ludyl what chance has brought you 
hither I " 
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CHAPTER IV. 

In those days of tragical conlusion, and of sudden 
Ofttastrophe, alike for better or for worse, — when the 
rendings asunder of domestic charities were often 
without an houx's warning, when reiinions were as 
dramatic and as unexpected as any which are exhib- 
ited on the stage, and. too often separations were 
eternal, — the circumstances of the times concurred 
with the spirit of manners to sanction a tone of frank 
expression to the stronger passions, which the re- 
serve of modern habits would not entirely license. 
And hence, not less than from the noble ingenuous- 
ness of tiieir natures, the martial young cavalier, and 
the superb young beauty of the imperial house, on 
recovering themselves from their first transports, 
found no motives to any feeling of false shame, 
either in their own consciousness, or in the reprov- 
ing looks of any who stood around them. On the 
contrary, as the grown-up spectators were almost 
exclusively female, to whom the evidences of faithful 
love are never other than a serious subject, or nat* 
urally associated with the ludicrous, many of them 
expressed their sympathy with the scene bofoie 
them by tears, and all of them in some way or other. 
£ven in this age of more fiu9tidious manners, it is 
probable that the tender interchanges of afiection 
between a young couple rejoining each other after 
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deep calamitieg, and Btanding on tho brink of fresh, 
perhaps endless separationji, would meet with some- 
thing of the Mine indulgence tcom the leMt interested 
witnesses. 

Heuce the news was diiiused through the c^p 
with gCTeral satis&ction, that a noUe and aooom* 
{dished cavalier, the fitvoied loTer of ibeir beiered 
young misiretss, had joined them from Kiojsiu rlieim, 
with a chosen band of volanteeis, iqpon whoae fidelitj 
in action they might entiidy depend* Some Tafifiie 
account floated about, at the same time, of the mar 
randing attack iqion the Lady Paulina's carnage. 
Bat natmally enough, teem the crafiision and huny 
incident to a nocturnal disturbance, the circum- 
stances were mixed up with the aniyal of Maxi* 
milian, in a way wUck ascribed to Urn the aserit of 
having repelled an attack, which might else have 
ptoved &tal to the lady of his heart. And this xo- 
mantic in^rpodtion of Pnmdenoe on a young lady's 
behalf, through the agency of her lover, unexpected 
on her part, and unconscious on bis, proved so 
equally gratifying to the passion for the marreUous 
and the interest in youthful love, that no other or 
truer version of the case could ever obtain a popular 
acceptance in the camp, or afterwards in Kioster- 
heim. And had it been the express purpose of 
Maximilian to found a belief, &>x his own iiiture 
benefit, of a providential sanction vouchsafed to his 
connection with the Lady Paulina, he could not, by 
the best-arranged contrivances, have more fully at- 
tained fliat end. 

It was yet short of midnight by more tiian an 
hour ; and therefore, on ihe suggestion of Maxi- 

voL. n. 4 
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miliaD, who reported the roads aoroga the forest 
perfeotfj quiet, ud alleged some argummta £» 

quieting the general apprehension for this night, 
the traveUera and troops retired to rest, as the best 
imaiis of preparing them to ibce the trials of the 
two next days. It was judged requisite, however, 
to strengthen the night-guard very oonsiderably, 
and to relieye it at least ev^ry two hours. That 
the poor sentinel on the forest side of the encamp- 
ment had been in some mysterious way trepanned 
upon his post, was now too dearly ascertained, for 
he was missing ; and the character of the man, no 
less than the absence of all intelligible temp tati<m 
to such an act, forbade the snspioion of his having 
deserted. On this quarter, therefore, a file of select 
marksmen were stationed, with directions instantly 
to pidc off every moving figure that showed itsetf 
within their range. Of these men Maximiliau him- 
self took the command ; and by this means he ob- 
tained the opportunity, so enviaUe to one long 
separated from his mistress, of occasionally con- 
versing with her, and of watching over her safety. 
In one point he showed a distinguished centred over 
hia inclinations ; for, much as he had to tell her, 
and ardently as he longed ibr communicating with 
her on various subjects of common interest, he 
would not sutler Iier to keep the window down for 
more tiian a minute or two in so dreadful a state of 
the atmosphere. She, on her ptrt, exacted a prom- 
ise from him that he would leave his station at 
three o'clock in the morning. Meantime, as on the 
one hand she felt touched by this proof of her lover's 
solicitude for her safety, so, on the other, she was 
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I6M mdom on Us aoooniity fiom the knowledge ibn 

had of his long habituation to the hunibhips of a 
camp, with which, iudeed, lie had been fx^nilj^^* ^om 
hig riiilcKah dnys. Thns debnned finom oonvenii)^ 

with her lover, ami at tlie same time feeling tlie most 
absolute confidence in hm pjx^cUon, uhe soon Ibil 
pliddly adeep. TJieSDxemoitialijaetof her nnxietgr 
and soiTow was now removed ; Ler lover had been 
refitored to her hopes; and her dreama were no 
longer hannted with hoorrora. Tet» at the same tfane, 

tlie turbulence of joy and of hope fulfilled unexpect- 
edij had aubatituted its own diatorbancea ; aud her 
deep was often intenropted* But, as often as that 
happened, she had the delightful pleasure of seeing 
her lover^s figure, with its martial equipmeuta, and 
the diooping plnmes of his 3rager bairette, as he 
took his station at her carriage, traced out on the 
ground in the bright glare of the flambeaox. 6he 
mwdke, thenefiney oontinnaUjr to the sense of lestored 
happiness ; and at length fell finally asleep, to wake 
no more until the morning tiiimpet, at the break 
of day, pxodaimed the ^[>proaohing pzepantions fiir 
flie general movement of the camp. 

Snow had £idlen in the night. Towards four 
o'clock in the morning, amongst those who held 
that watch there had been a strong apprehension 
that it would fall heavily. But that state of the 
atmosphere had passed off ; and it had not in &ot 
fiiUen sufficiently to abate the odd, or much to re- 
tard tlieir march. According to the usual custom 
of the camp, a general break&st was jxrepared, at 



sufficient homage being expressed to superior rank 
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by rcsigriing the upper part of every table to those 
who had aay diBticg-uished pretensions of tLatkiud. 
On this oooasioa Pralina had the gratification of 
Beeinp^ the public respect offered in tlio most marked 
maimer to her lover. He had retired about day- 
lireak to take an honr^s repose, — for she found, fiom 

her attendants, with mingled vexation and pleasure,, 
that he had not fuiiiiied his promise of retiring at 
an eailier hour, in consequence of some renewed ap» 
peurances of a suspicious kind in the woods. In his 
absence, she heard a resolution proposed and Carried, 
amongst the whole body of veteran officers attached 
to the party, that the chief military command should 
be transfen-ed to Maximilian, not merely as a dis- 
tangnished favorite of the emperor, but also, and 
much more, as one of the most brilliant cavalry oflS- 
cer& in the imperial service. This resolution was 
communicated to him on his taking tiie place re*- 
served for him, at the head of the principal breakfast- 
table ; and Paulina thought that he had never 
appeared more interesting, or truly worthy of admi- 
ration, tiian under that exhibition of courtesy and 
modest dignity with which he lirst earnestly declined 
the honor in fovor of older officers, and then finally 
complied with what he found to be the sincere wish 
of the company, by frankly accepting it. Paulina 
had grown up amongst military men, and had beea 
eady trained to a sympathy with military merit,— 
the very court of the emperor had something of the 
complexion of a camp, — and the object of her own 
youthful choice was elevated in her eyes, if it were 
at all possible that he should be so, by tins ratifica- 
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lion of his claims on the part of tiiosc whom she 
looked up to as the most competent judges. 

Before nine o'clock the van of the party was in 
motion ; then, with a short interval, came all the 

carriage.^ of every description, and the Papenheim 
dra<j!:ooTis as a rear-guard. About eleven the mm 
begau to burst out, and illuminated, with the cheer- 
ful crimson of a frosty morning, those horizontal 
draperies of mist which had previously stifled his 
beams. The extremity of the cold was a good deal 
abated by this time, and Paulina, alig'hting from her 
carriage, mounted a led horse, which gave her the 
opportunity, so much wished for by them both, of 
conversing freely with Maximilian. For a long time 
the interest and animation of their reciprocal com- 
munications, and the magnitude of the events since 
ifaey had parted, affecting either or both of them 
directly, or in the persons of their friends, had the 
natural effect of banishing any dejection which 
nearer and more pressing concerns would else have 
called forth. But, in the midst of this &ctitious 
auimattoni and the happiness which otherwise so 
nndisguisedly possessed Maximilian at their unex- 
pected reunion, it shocked Paulina to observe in her 
lover a degree of gravity almost amounting to 
sadness, which argued in a soldier of his gallantry 
some overpowering sense of danger. In fact, upon 
being pressed to say the worst, Maximilian frankly 
avowed that he was ill at ease with regard to their 
prospects when the hour of trial should arrive ; and 
that hour he had no hope of evading. Holkerstein, 
he well knew, had been continually receiving reports 
of their condition, as they reached their nightly sta- 
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tioits, fiwrthe last three days. Spies hud been round 
about them, and even in the midst of them, througb- 
cmt the durknmi of tiie buit night. Spioa were 
keeping pace with them as they advanced. The ceiv 
tainty of being attacked was thereibre pretty nearly 
absolute. Tbm, aa to their meana of defiance, and 
the relatiuns of streng:th between the parties, in 
numbers it was not impos slide that Holkersteia 
ndght Iriple thnnaelTea. The dUte of their own 
men might be superior to must of his, though count>- 
ing amongst their number many deserters from. 
Teteraa regiments; bat the horses of thdr own. 

party were in general poor and out of condition,— 
and of the whole train, whom Maximilian had in- 
spected at starting, not two hundred conhl be pro* 
nounced fit for making or sustaining a charge. It 
was true that by moimting some of their picked 
troopers upon the superior horses of the most disthi- 

guished amungst the travellers, who hinl ^villingly 
consented to an afrangement of this nature for the 
general benefit, some partial remedy had been ap- 
plied to their weakness in that one particular. But 
there were others in which Holkerstein had even 
greater advanti^s ; more especially, the equipments 
of his partisans were entirely new, having been 
plundered from an ill-guarded armory near Munich, 
or from conyoys winch he had attacked. Who 
would be a gentleman, says an old proverb, " let 
him storm a town ; and the gay appearance of this 
robber's companions tiirew a light upon its meaning. 
The ruffian companions of this marauder were, 
besides, animated by hopes such as no regular 
ooanmander in an honorable serFice could find the 
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means of liolding ont. An<1, finally, Uicy were famil- 
iar with all the foreat roads and innumerable bjr- 
paths^ on which it was that the beat points lay in 
snipriBing an enemy, or for a xelxeat; whikt, in 
their own case, encnmbered with the protection of 
a large body of travellers and helpless people, whom, 
under aiiy circumstances, it Wlls liazurduu.s to leave, 
they were tied up to the most slavish dependency 
upon the weakness of their companions ; and had 
it not in their power either to evade the most evident 
advantages on the side of the enemy, or to pnrsne 
ench as they might be fortonate enough to create 
for fhemeelves. 

" But, after all," said Maximilian, assuming* a 
tone of g-ayety, upon finding that the candor of his 
explaoatiuns had depressed his iair companion, " the 
Baying of an old Swedish"*^ enemy of mine is worth 
zemembeiing in snch cases,— -that, nine times ont 
of ten, a drachm of good lack is worth an ounce of 
good contrivance, — and were it not, dearest Paulina, 
that you arc with us, I would thiuk iLc risk not 
heavy. Perhaps, by to-morrow's sunset, we nhall 
all look back from our pleasant seats in the warm 
le&ctories of ILlosterheim, with something of scorn, 
upon our present apprehensions. — And see ! at this 
very moment the turn of the road has brought us 
in view of our port, though distant from us, accord- 
ing to the \;^nndings of the forest, something more 
than twenty miles. That range of hills, which you 
observe ahead, but a little inclined to liie left, over- 

* It WM the Smdiih Gtonsial Xniphaaien, a fthTocita of ChMtetaij 
to whom lUa aMzim li MoriM. 
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hangs iKiofitcrkeim ; aad, with the sun in a more 
fSMTorable quarteri yon might even at this point 
descry the pinnacles of the citadel, or the loftiest of 
the convent towers. Hali' au hour will bring us to 
the close of our day^s march.^' 

In reslitj, a few niinntes snffioed to brin^ them 
within view of the chateau where their quarters 
had been prepared for this night. This was a great 
hunting estaUishment, kept np at vast expense by 

the two liist and present Landgraves of X . 

Many interestiiig anecdotes were connected with 
the history of this bnihling ; and the beauty of the 
forest sceneiy was conspicuous even in winter, 
enlivened as the endless woods continued to be by the 
scarlet hemes of mountain-ash, or the dark yerdnra 
of the hoUy and the ilex. Under her present frame 
of pensive feeling, the quiet lawns and long-with- 
drawing glades of these vast woods had a tonek- 
ing effect upon the feelings of Panlina ; tiieir deep 
silence, and the tranquillity which reigned amongst 
them, contrasting in her r^nembrance with the 
hideous scenes of carnage and desolation through 
which her path had too often lain. With these 
predisposing influmces to aid him, Maximilian found 
it e€ksy to draw off her attention from the dangers 
which pressed upon their situation. Her sympathies 
were so quick with those whom she loved, that she 
readily adopted their apparent hopes or their fesm ; 
aiid so entire was her confidence in the superior 
judgment and the per&ct gallantry of her lover, that 
her countenance reflected immediately the prevailing 
expression of his. 

Under these impressions Maximilian sufiered her 

i 
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to remain. It seemed cruel to disturb her with Wic 
troth. He was sensible that continued anxiety, and 
dreadful or afflicting spectaclefl, had with her, «i 
with most persons of her sex in Gcnnauy at that 
time, unless protected by singular insensibility, • 
imewhal impaired the firm tone of her mind. He 
was determined; therefore, to consult her comfort, 
bj disguising or palliating their true situation. But, 
for his own part, he could not hide from his conTio- 
tion the extremity of their danger ; nor could he, 
wken recuning to the precious interests at stake 
upon the issue of tiiat and the next day's trials, Ucb 
with any firmness the afflicting results to which they 
tended; nn kr the known barbarity and ruilian char- 
acter of their nnpiincipled enemy, 
Yoh, n. 6 
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CHAPTER V. 

The chateau of Falkenberg, which the travellers 
reached with the decline of light, had the ueoal 
dependences of offices and gardens, which may be 
supposed essential to a priuce's hunting establish- 
ment in that period. It stood at a distance of 
eighteen miles from Ellosterheim, and presented tlie 
sole oasU of culture and artificial beauty throughout 
the vast extent of those wild tracts of sylvan ground. 

The great central pile of the building was dis- I 
mantled of furniture ; but the travellers carried with i 
them, as was usual in the heat of war, all the means { 
of fencing against the cold, and giving even a luxu- 
rious equipment to their dormitories. In so larg-e | 
a party, the deficiencies of one were compensated 
by^the redundant contributions of another. And bo 
long as they were not under the old Roman inter- 
dict, excluding them irom seeking fire and water of 
those on whom their day's journey had thrown them, 
their own travelling stores enabled them to accom- 
modate themselves to all other privations. On thia 
occasion, however, they found more than they had I 
expected ; for there was at Falkenberg a store of al I 
the game in season, constantly kept up for the oae 
of the Landgrave's household, and the more &vored 
monasteries at Kiobterheim. The hiaall establish* 
ment of keepers, foresters, and other servants, who 
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occupied the chateau, had received no orders to 
reAue the hospitality asiiall y practised in the Land- 
grave's iKuno ; or thought proper to dissemble them 
in their present circumstancea of inability to resist. 
And haying from necessity permitted so mnch^ y 
were led by a sense of their master's honor, or their 
own sympathy with the condition of so many women 
and cMldTen, to do more. Rations of game were dis- 
tributed liberally to all the messes ; wine was not 
refused by the old keUermeister, who rightly consid- 
ered that some thanks, and smiles of coturteous ac- 
knowledgment, might be a better payment than the 
hard knocks with which militaiy paymasters were 
sometimes apt to settle their accounts. And, upon 
the whole, it was agreed that no such evening of 
comfort, and even luxurious enjoyment, had been 
spent since their departure from Yiemia. 

One wing of the chateau w^as magnificently fur- 
nished. This, which of itself was tolerably extensiTS, 
had been resigned to the use of Paulina, MaximiHaa, 
and others of the military gentlemen, whose manners 
and deportment seemed to entitle them to superior 
attentionis. Here, amongst many marks of refine- 
ment and intellectual culture, there was a library and 
a gallery of portraits. In the library some of the 
officers had detected sufficient evidences of the Swe- 
dish alliances clandestinely maintained by the Land- 
grave ; numbers of rare books, bearing the arms of 
different imperial cities, which, in the several cam- 
paigns of Gustavus, had been appropriated as they 
fell in his hands, by way of fair reprisals for the rob- 
bery of the whole Palatine library at Heidelberg, had 
been since transferred (as it thus appeared) to the 
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Landgrave, by purclixsu or as prciscnts ; and on 
either footing argued a corrcBpondence with the 
raiperor's enemieB, which hitherto he had strenn- 
ously disavowed. The picture-gallery, it was very 
probablOi had been collected in the same manner* 
It contained litde else than portraits, bat these were 
truly admirable and interesting, being all recent 
works irom the pencil of Vandyke, and composing a 
series of heads and features the most remarkable lor 
fc^talion in the one sex, or fur beauty in the other, 
which that ago presented. Amongst them were 
nearly all the imperial leaders of distinction, and 
iniiiiy of the Swedish. Maximilian and his brother 
oliicerd took the liveliest pleasure in perambulating 
this gallery with Paulina, and reviewing with her 
these fine historical memorials. Out of their joint 
recollections, or the facts of their personal experi- 
ence, they were able to supply any defeotiye links in 
that commentary which her own knowledge of the 
imperial court would have enabled her in so many 
instances to Aimish upon this martial register of the 
age. 

The wars of the Netherlands had transplanted to 
Germany that stock upon which tiie camps of the 

Thirty Years' War were original!}' raised. Accord- 
ipgly# ft smaller gallery, at right angles with the 
great one, presented a series of portraits from the 
old Spanish leaders and Walloon partisans. From 
Egmont and Horn, the Duke of Alva and Parma, 
down to Spinola, the last of that distinguished 
school of soldiers, no man of eminence was omitted. 
Even the worthless and insolent Earl of Leicester, 
with his gallant nephew, — that uMmus Boaianarum 
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in tiie rolls of diivaliyi — were not eacclnded, though 

it was pretty evident that a Catholic zeal had pre- 
sided iu forming the collection. For, together with 
the Prince of Orange, and BenH Quatre, were to be 
seen their vile assassins — portrayed with a lavish 
ofltentatiou oi omameut, and enshrined in a frame so 
gorgeous as raised them in some degree to the rank 
of consecrated martyrs. 

From these past generations of eminent personSf 
who retained only a traditional or legendary impoii> 
ance in the eyes of most who were now reviewing 
them, all turned back with delight to the active 
Spirits of their own day, many of them yet living, 
and as warm ^viih lilb and heroic aspirations as their 
inimitable portraits had represented them. Here was 
Tilly, the " little corporal,'' now recently stretched 
in 11 soldier's grave, with his wily and inflexible 
features. Over against him was Ids great enemy, 
who had first taught him the hard lesson of setreat- 
ing, Gustavus Adolphus, with his colossal bust, and 
"atlantean shoulders, £it to bear the weight of 
mightiest monarchies/' He also had perished, and 
too probably by the double crime of assassination 
and private treason ; but the public glory of his 
short career was proclaimed in thenngenerons eznlt- 
ations of Catholic Rome fruiu Vienna to Madrid, 
and the individual heroism in the lamentations of 
soldiers nnder every banner which now floated in 
Europe. Beyond him ran tlie long line of imperial 
generals, — from Widlenstein, the magnificent and 
the imaginatiye, with Hamlet's infirmity of purpose, 
De Mercy, etc., down to the heroes of partisan war- 
fitfe, Hoik, the Butlers, and the noble Papenheim, 
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or nobler Ficcoldmini. Below them were ranged 
Gustavus Horn, Banier, the Prince of Saxe-Weimar, 
the Khinegrave, and many other Protestant command- 
ers, whose names and military merits were fiimiliar 
to PanHna, though she now beheld their featores for 
the first time. Maximilian was huie the best inter- 
preter that she conid possibly have met with. For 
he had not only seen the greater part of them on the 
field of battle, but; as a favorite and confidential offi- 
cer of the emperor's, had personally been concerned 
in diplomatic transactions with the most distingoished 
amongst them. 

Midnight insensibly sarprised them whilst pnrsu- 
ing the many interesting historical remembrances 
which the portraits called up. Most of the company, 
npon this warning of the advanced hour, began to 
drop off ; some to rest/ and some upon tiie snmmons 
of the military duty which awaited them in their 
torn. In this way, Maximilian and Paulina were 
gradually left alone, and now at length found a time 
which had not before ofiei-ed for communicating 
freely all that pressed upon their hearts. Maximil- 
ian, on his part, going back to the period of their 
last sudden separation, explained his own sudden 
disappearance from Vienna. At a moment's warn- 
ing, he had been sent off with sealed orders from 
the emperor, to be first opened in Kiosterheim : .the 
mission upon which he had been despatched was of 
consequence to the imperial interests, and through 
his m^esty's favor would eventually prove so to his 
own. Thus it was that he had been peremptorily 
cut off from all opportunity of communicating to her- 
self the purpose and direction of his journey pre- 
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▼iouslj to Ills departure irom Yiauna ; and if liifi 
siajesty had not taken that care upon himaelf, but 

had cuntentcd himself, in the most general terms^ 
nitii assuring Paulina that Maximilian was absent 
on a priyate mission^ doubttees his intention bad 
been the kind one of procuring her a more si-nul 
surprise of pleasure upon his own sudden return. 
Unfiurtonately, however, that return had become 
impossible : things had latterly taken a inru which 
embarrassed himself, and continued to require hie 
ineeence. These perplexitieB had been for aame 
time known to the emperor ; and, upon reflection, 
he doubted not that her own journey, undertaken 
before his migeeiy could be aware of the dangera 
which would beset its latter end, must in some waj 
be connected with the remedy which the emperor 
dedgned for this difficult affair. But doubtleaa ahe 
herself was the bearer of sufficient explanations from 
^e imperial ministers on that head. Finally, whilst 
amnuing her that his own letters to herself had been 
as frequent as in anj former absence, MajrimiHan 
confessed that he did not feel greatly astonished at 
the &ct of none at all having reached her, when he 
recdlected that to the usual adverse accidents of 
war, daily intercepting all messengers not power- 
fully escorted^ were to be added, in this caae, the 
express efforts of private malignity in command of 
all the forest passes. 

This explanation recalled Paulina to a very painful 
sense of the critical importance which might bo 
attached to the papers which she had lost. As yet, 
she had found no special opportunily, or, believing 
it of less importance, had neglected it, for communi-* 
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CftUng more thau the general fact of a robbery. She 
BOW lektod the oaie more cbemnstaiitialfy ; «nd 

both were struck with it, as at this moment a very 
heavy misfortune. Not only might her own perilous 
journey, and the whole pmpoees of the emperor 
embarked upon it, be thus rendered abortive ; but 
their r niinon enemies would by this time be pos- 
eeeeed of the whole information which had been eo 
critically lost to their own party, and perhaps would 
have it in their power to make use of themselves as 
fnetromente for defeating their own most important 
hopes. 

Maximilian sighed as he reflected on the proba- 
bility that a for shorter and bloodier event might de- 
feat every earthly hope, within the next twenty-four 
hours. But he dissembled his feeliiigs ; recovered 
even a tone of gayety ; and, begging of Paulina to 
dismiss this vexatious incident from her thoughts, as 
a matter that after all would probably be remedied 
by their first communication witii the emperor, and 
before any e\ il liad resulted from it, he accompanied 
her to the entrance of her own suite of chamberSi and 
then retomed to seek a few hours' repose for himself 
on one of the sufas ho had observed in one of the 
email ante-rooms attached to the library. 

The particular room which he selected for his 
purpose, on account of its small size, and its warm 
appearancoAn other respects, was furrushed under 
foot with layers of heavy Turkey carpets, one laid 

upon another (ar cording' to a fashion then prevalent 
in (Germany), and on the walls with tapestiy. In 
this mode of hanging rooms, though sometimes 

heavy and sombre, there was a warmth sensible and 
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gfpasmtf as well m real, wluoh peculiarly filled it 
fixr winter wpmrtmrnU, tad a maeey eplendor wUob 

accorded with the style of dress and furniture in 
tliat gorgeoofl age. Oshq real dieadyantage, bow* 
OFer, it had as oAm employed ; it gme a ready ooii- 
cealment to intruders with ctII intentions ; and 
uiuier the protecting aoreen of tapeatry many a 
lecaret had been discoTered, many robberiaa ftcOt 
tated, and some celebrated murdererB had been 
sheltered with oircumalaaoes of myatery that foreTer 
Uffied mreatigation. 

Maximilian smiled as the sight of the hangings, 
with their rich colors glowing in the fire>light, 
bioiight back to his remembranoe one of those tales 
which iu the precedinpr winter had made a great 
luaae in Vienna. With a soldier's carelessness^ he 
thought lightly of all dangers that conld arise 
within four walls ; and having extinguished the 
lights which burned upon a table, and unbuckled 
Us sabre, he threw himself upon a soft which he 
drew near to the fire ; and then enveloping himself 
in a large hois^nan's cloak, he courted the approcM)h 
of sleep. The fiktigoes of the day, and of the preced- 
ing night, had made this in some measure needliil to 
him. But weariness is not always the best preface 
to repose; and the irritation of many buqr aoadeties 
continued for some time to keep him in a most un- ^ 
easy state of vigilance. As he lay, he could see on 
one side tiie fimtastic figures in the fire composed of 
wood and turf ; on the other side, looking to the 
tapestry, he saw the wild forms, and the mSUe, little 
less fitntastic, of human and brute features in a 
chase — a boar-chase in front, and a stag-chase on 
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his left hand. These, as they me fitfully in bright 
masses of color and of savage expression under the 
lambent flafthing of the Sxe, contiimed to ezoifte his 
imtable stete of feeling ; and it was not for some 
time that he &lt this uneasy condition give way to 
ezhauation. He waa at length on the yeiy point of 
&lling asleep, or perhaps had already fallen into iXm 
very lightest and earliest stage, when the echo of a 
diatant door awoke him. He had aome alight im- 
pression that a noise in his own room had concurred 
with the other and more distant one to awake him. 
Bat, after raiaing himself for a moment on his elbow 

and listening, he again resigned himself to sleep. 

Again, however, and probably before he had slept 
a minnte, he waa ronsed by a doable diatorbanoe. A 
low rustling was heard in some part of the room, and 
a heavy foot upon a neighbui ing staircase. Roused, 
at length, to the prudence of paying some attentioii 
to sounds so stealthy, in a situation beaet with 
dangers, he rose and threw open the door. A cojp- 
ridor, which ran round the head of the ataarcaae, waa 
lit up with a brilHant light ; and he could command 
from tliis station one iiight of the stairs. On these 
he saw nothing ; all waa now wrapt in a soft effol- 
gence of light, and in absolute silence. No sound 
recurring after a minute's attention, and indisposed 
by weariness to any stricter examination, where all 
examination fiom one so little acquainted with the 
locaUties might prove unavailing, he returned to his 
own room ; but, before agam lying down, he judged 
it prudent to probe the conceahnenta of the tapestry 
by carrying his sabre round, and everywhere press- 
ing the hangings to the wall. In thia trial he met 
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with no reaistance at any point ; and willingly belies 

ing that he had been deceived, or that his rai had 
exa 0:5:2:0 rater I siine trivial sound, in a state of uaperfect 
slumber, lie again laid down and addressed himself 
to Bleep. Still there were remembranceB which 
occurred at this moment to diatnrb him. The read- 
ineas with which they had been received at the 
chateau was in itself suspicious.' He remembered 
the obstinate haunting of their camp on the preceJiug 
night, and the robbery conducted with so much 
knowledge of circumstances. Jonas Melk, the brutal 
landlord of Waldenhansen, a man known to him by 
repute (though not personally), as one of the vilest 
agents employed by the Landgrave, had been actively 
eiigaged in liis master's service at their preceding 
stage. He wa^ probably one of tijose who haunted 
the wood through the night. And he had been 
repeatedly informed through the course of the day 
that this man in particular, whose features were 
noticed by the yagers, on occasion of their officer's 
reproach to him, liad Ik en seen at intervals in com- 
pany with others, keeping a road parallel to their 
own, and steadily watching their order of advance. 

These recollections, now laid together, impressed 
him with some uneasiness. But overpowering wea- 
riness gave him a strong interest in dismissing them. 
And a soldier, with the images of fifty combats fresh 
in his mind, does not willingly iulrnit the idea of 
danger from a single arm, and in a situation of 
household security. Fshaw I he exclaimed, with 
some disdain, as these martiid remembrances rose 
up before him, especially as the silence had now con- 
tinued undisturbed for a quarter of an hour. In five 
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minutes more lie had fallen profoundly asleep ; aud, 
in le9B than one haii-liour, as he £dterwar4fi judged, 
wiM' iuddenly awakoned by a dsLgg&r at his 

thi'oat. 

At one bound he spruug upon Mb feet. The oloak, 
ia wfakh he had been enveloped, caught upon some 

of the buckles or oriKunented work of his appoint- 
meiiid, aud for a muiueut embarrassed his motions* 
There was no light, except what came from the soUen 

and intermitting gleams of lUu fire. But even iLis 
was suihciont to show him the dusky outline of two 
figiuea. With the foremost he grappled, and, raising 
him in his arms, threw Liiii powerfully upon the floor, 
with a force that left him stunned and helpless. The 
other had endeayored to pinion his arms from behind ; 
for the body-armor, which Maxiiiiiliau had not laid 
aside for the night, under the many anticipations of 
aervice which tiieir situation suggested, proved a 
sufficient protection against the blows of the assassin's 
poniard. Impatient of the darkness and uncertainty, 
Maarimilian rushed to the door and flung it violently 
open. The assassin still clung to hie arms, conscious 
that if he once forfeited his hold until he had secured 
a retreat, he shonld be taken at disadvantage. Bat 
Maximilian, now drawing a petronel which hung at 
his belt, cocked it as rapidly as his embarrassed 
motions allowed him. The assassin feltered, con* 
scions that a moment's relaxation of grasp would 
enable his antagonist to turn the muzzle over his 
shoulder. Maximilian, on the other hand, now pep> 
fectly awake, and with the benefit of that self-pos- 
session which the other so entirely wanted, felt the 
nervous tremor in the villain's hands ; and, profiting 
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hy this mommt of indraiiOB, mmie a daqmito effoft, 

released one arm, which he used with bo much cflbcfe 
as immediateljr to liberate the other, and then inter- 
oeptiBg the pMBftge to the Btai», irtieeled lomd 
upon his murderous enemy, and, presenting the pctro- 
nel to his breast, bade him surrender his anas if he 
hoped for quarter. 

The man was an athletic, and, obviously, a most 
powerful ruffian. On his face he earned more than 
one large glazed dcatriz, that aasiated the MTage 
expression of malignity impressed by nature upon 
his features. And his matted black hair, with its elf 
locks, completed the pictoreeqae effioot of a fiioe that 
proclaimed, in every lineament, a reckless abandon- 
ment to cnielty and ferocious passions. Maximilian 
himself, &miliar as he was witli the fhces of miKtary 
butchers in tlie dreadful hours of sack and carnage, 
recoiled for one instant from this hideous ruffian, who 
had not even the palliations of youth in fais fcror, for 
he seemed fifty at the least. All this had passed in 
an instant of time ; and now, as he recovered himself 
from his momentary shock at so hateM an expmsion 
of evil passions, great was Maximilian's astomsh* 
ment to perceive his antagonist apparently speech- 
less, and straggling with some ovex^masteilng sense 
of horror, that oonyulsed his features, and for a 
moment glazed his eye. 



alarm ; but in vain. In reality it was himself. In 
connection with some too dreadful remembrances, 
now suddenly awakened, that had thus overpowered 
the man's nerves. The brilliant light of a large 
chandelier, which overhung the staircase, fell strongly 



Digitized by Google 



62 



Upon MaximiliaQ's features ; and the excitement of 
tiie moment gave to fhem the benefit of their ftdlest 

expression. Prostrate on the ground, and abandon- 
ing his dagger without an effort at retaining it^ the 
man gased, as if nnder a rattlesnake^a fiwcination, at 
the young soldier before him. Suddenly he recov- 
ered his voice ; and, with a piercing cry of onafiTeeted 
terror, exdaamed, ''Save me, save me, blessed 
Virgin 1 Prince, noble prince, forgive me ! Will 
the grave not hold its own ? Jesu- Maria 1 who could 
have believed it ? 

"Listen, fell ns' ! " interrupted Maximilian. 
"What prince is it you speak oil For whom do 
yon take mef speak truly, and abuse not my for- 
beaiaace." 

" Ha I and his own voice too I and here on this 
spot I Gk)d is jnstl Tet do Ihon, good patron, 

holy St. Ermengurde, deliver me from the avenger ! " 

" Man, you rave ! Stand up, recover yourself 
and answer me to what I shall ask tiiee : speak truly, 
and thou shalt have thy life. Whose gold was it 
that armed thy hand against one who had injured 
neither thee nor thine 1 ^' 

But lie spoke to one who could no longer hear. 
The man grovelled on the ground, and hid his lace 
from a being, whom, in some incomprehensible way, 
he regarded as an apparition from the other world. 

Multitudes of persons had by this time streamed 
in, summoned by the noise of the struggle from all 
parts of the chateau. Some fancied that, in the 
frenzied assassin on the ground, whose panic too 
manifestly attested itself as genuine, they recognized 
one of those who had sa obstinately dogged them by 
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lide-iMtlui in tbe forest Whoerer he wwe, aad 

upon whatever mission employed, he was past all 
xfttional oxaminatioii ; at the aspect of M axiauiian, 
he lebqpaed into ooimilfli^e hofxoM, whkdi aoon 
became too fit for medical treatment to allow of any 
ns^ul judicial inquiry ; and fur the preeeAt he was 
conaigned io the Bafi»*keeping of the pj o Toet^pertidi. 

His companion, meantime, had profited by his 
opportunity, and the general confnRion, to effeot hie 
esci^. Nor was this difficult* JPeifaapeymtbeeen- 

Bternation oi" tliG first momcat, and the exclusive 
Intention that settled upon the party in the corridor, 
he mig^t eyeu haTe mixed in tiie orewd. Bat this 

was not necessary. For, on raising the tapestiy, a 
door was discoTered which opened into a private 
peesege, having a general comanmioalion with tiie 
rest of the rooms on that floor. Steps were now 
taken^ by sentries disposed through the interior of 
the mexurion, at proper points, to secure themselTes 

from the enemies who lurked within, whom hitherto 
they had too much neglected for the avowed and 
more military assailants who nmaced them from 

without. Security ^\ as tlius restored. But a deep 
impression accompanied the par^ to their couches 
of the profound political motiyes, or (in the absence 
of those) of the rancorous personal mab'gnity, wliieh 
could prompt such obstinate persecution ; by modes, 
also, and by hands, which encountered so many 

chances of failing ; and which, even in the event of 
the very completest success for the present, could 
not be expected, under the eyes of so many wit- 
nesses, to escape a final exposure. Some enemy, of 
unusual ferocity, was too obviously working in the 
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dark, and by agenciea ad laybterious liis own 
purpose. 

Meantime, in the tiJkj of Kloeteibsun, the gmnml 

interest in the fortunes of the approaching travellers 
had Sttfierod no abatement, and soxne circumstances 
had oocnxved to inGtease tiie iM>pidar ixritetion. It 

VTds known that Maximilian had escaped with a 
strong party of iirknds from the city ; but how, or 
by whoM conniTiaoe, conld in no way be dtecoreved. 

This had drawn upon all persons who were known as 
active partisans against the Landgrave, or liable to 
snapicaon as friends a£ MaTjiwitian^ a vexatioiis pei«* 

secution from the military police of the town. Some 
had been arrested ; many called upon to give Becifr* 
rity for their fiitnre behanor; and sll had been 

• tlireatoncd or treated witli iiarshness. Hence, as 
well as from previous iiritation and alma on account 
of the party fiom Vienna, the whole town was in ^ 

state oi" extreme agitation. 

Klosteriieim, in the main features of its political 
diatrsctions, rsdeoted, almost as in a representative 
picture, the conditiun of many another German city. 
At that period, by very ancient ties of reciprocal 
service, streng^ened by treaties, by reUgfons ftith, 

and by personal attaclnnent to individuals of the 
imperial house, this ancient and sequestered city was 
inslienably bomad to the intetests <tf the emperor. 
Both the city and the university were Catholic. 
Princes of the impeiial ikmily, and Papal commis- 
sioners, who had secret motives for not appearing at 
Vienna, had more th ui once found a hospitable 
reception within the walls. And, amongst many 
acts of grace by which the emperors had admowl- 
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edged these servfeee end vuAb of «tteehniepl» one 

of them had advanced a very large sura of money to 
tbe city cheAt for aa iadelmite time; roc^viag in 
retom, aa the wannest teetimonj of oonfidential 

gratitude wliicU tlie city could bestow, ihsit jus liberi 
mgremti which entitled the empeior^s armiee to a 
fiee paeeage at aUtuoee^ and^ in oaee of extmnitj, to 

the right of keeping the city gates and maintaining 
a garneon in the citadel. Unfi»rtunately, Kloeter* 
heim was not md juris, or on the roll of free citieB of 
the empire, but of the naUire of an appanage in the 
fiunilj of the Landgrave of X ■■ ■ ; and this circum- 
stance had prodoced a donUe perplexity in the poU* 
tics of the city ; for the late Landgrave, who had 
been aaeaaeinated in a very mysterious manner upon 
a hunting party, benefited to the Mleat extent both 
by the political aiid religious bias of the city — being 
a personal Mend of the emperor's, a Catholic, amiable 
in hie deportment, and generally bdoTed by hk snb- 
jects. But the prince who iiad succeeded him in the 
Laodgraviate, as the next heir, was everywhere odious 
for the harshnesi of his goTenunent, no lees than 
for the gloomy austerity of his character j and to , 
Klostarheim in particular, which had been pronounced 
by some of the first jnrispnidente a female appanage, 
he presented himself uuder the additional disad- 
vantages of a vezy suspicious iitle, and a Swedish 
biae too notorious to be disguised. At a time when 
the religious and political attachments of Europe 
were brought into collisions so strange, that the fore- 
most aoxiliary of the IVotestant interest in Qermany 
was really the most distinguished cardinal in the 
church of Kome, it did not appeiu: inconsistent with 
m. 6 
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this strong leaning to the King of Sweden that the 
Landgrave was priyately known to be a Oatholic 
bigot, who practised the severest penances, and, 
tyrant as he showed himself to all others, groTelled 
himaelf as an abject deyotee at tiie feet of a haughty 
confessor. Amongst the populace of Klosterheim 
this feature of his character, confronted with the 
daily prooft of his entire yaaaalage to the Swedish 
interest, passed for the purest hypocrisy; and he 
had credit for no religion at all with the world at 
large. Bnt the ftct was otherwise. Oonscions from 
the first that he hehi even the Laudgraviate by a slen- 
der title (for he was no more than cousin once 
removed to hia immediate predecessor), and that his 
pretensions upon Klosterheim had separate and 
peculiar defects, — sinking of course with the &ilure 
of his claim as Landgrave, bat not, therefore, proa- 
pering with its success, — he was aware that none 
but the most powerful arm could keep his princely 
cap upon his head. The competitors for any part of 
his possessions, one and all, had thrown themselves 
upon the emperor's protection. This, if no other 
reason, wonld have thrown him into the arms of 
Gustavus Adolphus ; and with this, as it happened, 
other reasons of local importance had then and since 
cooperated. Time, as it advanced, brought increase 
of weight to all these motives. Rumors of a dark 
and ominous tendency, arising no one knew whence, 
nor by whom encouraged, pointed injuriously to the 
past history of the Landgrave, and to some dreadful 
exposures which were hanging over his head. A 
lady, at present in obscurity, was allnded to as the 
agent of redress to others, through her own lieavy 
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wrongs ; and these mmon were the more acceptable 

to the people of Klosterlieini, because they connected 
the impeading puuishment of iUo hated Landgrave 
with the reatoratioii of the imperial ooimection ; tor, 
it was still insinuated, under every version of these 
mysterious reports, that the emperor was the ultimate 
rapporter, in the last resort, of the lurkiDg claims 

now on the point of coming forward to challenge 
public attention. Under these aiarming notices, and 
folly aware that sooner or later he must be thrown 

into collision with ilic imperial court, the Landgrave 
had now for some time made up his mind to found a 
merit with the Swedish chancellor and general offi- 
cers, by precipitating an uncompromising rupture 
with his CathoUc enemies, and thus to extract the 
grace of a Tolontary act from what, in fiu^t, he knew 

to be sooner or later inevitable. 

Snch was the positive and relative aspect of the 
several interests which were now struggling in Kloe* 
terheim. Desperate measures were contemplated by 
both parties ; and, as opportunities should arise, and 
proper means should develop themselves, more than 
one party might be said to stand on the brink of 
great explosions. Conspiracies were moving in 
darkness, both in the council of the burghers and of 
the university. Imperfect notices of their schemes, 
and sometimes delusive or misleading notices, had 
reached the Landgrave. The city, the university, 
and the numerous convents, were crowded to excess 
with refugees. Malcontents of every denomination 
and every shade, — emissaries of all the fiMstions which 
then agitated Germany ; reformado soldiers, laid 
aside by their original employers, under new arrange- 
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roents, or from private jealousies of mwcoiiimaiidcmi ; 
great persoi^^ with Apecial reasons fur cotirtiag a tem« 
)K>rary toclmion, and preamrving a strict ineognito ; 
misers, who fled with their boards of gold and jewels 
to the city of refuge ; desolate ladies, ii cm tiie sur- 
rounding proyinoes, in search of protection for thm- 
selves, or for the honor of their daughters ; and (not 
least distinguished among the many olaaaes of fugi- 
tiTes) prophets and enthusiasts of OTexy description, 
whom the magnitude of the political events, and their 
religious origin, so naturally called forth in swarms ; 
thesSi and many more, in connection with their 
attendants, troops, students, and the terrified pea»> 
antry, ixom a circle of forty miles radius around the 
city as a centre, had swelled the ciij of Klosterheim, 
from a total of about seventeen, to six or seven and 
thirty thousand. War, with a sh'ght reserve for the 
late robberies of Holkeratein, had as yet spared this 
fiKvored nook of (Germany. The great storm had 
whistled and raved around them ; but hitherto none 
had penetrated the sylvan sanctuaiy which on eveiy 
side invested this privfleged city. The ground 
seemed charmed by some secret spells, and con- 
secrated firom intrusion. For the great tempest had 
often swept directly upon them, and yet still had 
wheeled off, summoned away by some momentary 
call, to some remoter attraction. Bat now at leng^ 
^ things portended that, if the war should revive 
fn strength after this brief suspension, it would fall 
with aocmi)ttlated weight upon this yet unravaged 
district. 

This w^as the anticipation which had governed the 
Landgrave's policy in so sternly and barbarously 
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teiiieimers, for carryiag over a safe-conduct to their 
friends and visitors, when standing on the margiA 
of ih» forests Tbe robber Holkarttein, if not 
pressly countenanced by the Swedes, and secretly 
nursed up to bib prcBout strength by £icheiitiU; was 
at any rate embarked upon a qretem of aggroeeion 
which would probably terminate in connecting him 
with one or other oi those authentic powers. I& 
any case, he atood committed to a course of eon- 
tinued offence upon the imperial intereete ; ainoe m 
that quarter his injuries and insults were already 
peat forgivmiees. The intoieat of Holkeratein, then, 
nm in the same channel wMi that of the LaadgraTe. 
It was impolitic to weaken him. It was doubly 
impolitio to weaken him by a measure which moat 
also wedren the Landgrave ; Ibr any deduction from 
his own military force, or from the means oi recruit- 
tag it, was in that proportion a volnntary aaorifioe 
of the weight he ahonld obtain with the Swedee on 
making the junction, which he now firmly counted 
on, with their forces. Bat a result which he stiU 
more dreaded from the cooperation of the Kloster- 
heimers with the caravan from Yieuua, was the 
probable overthrow of that supremacy in the citgr, 
which even now wae so nicely balanced in hie fiiTor 
that a slight reinforcement to the other side vvuuld 
turn the scale against him. 

In all theee calcnlationB of policy, and the cmd 
ineasuiCb by which he supported them, he was guided 
by the counsels of Luigi Adomi^ a subtle Italian, 
whom he had elevated from the post of a private 
secretary to that of sole minister for the conduct of 
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state affairs. Tliis man, wlio covered a temperament 
of terrific violence with a masque of Yenetiaa dis- 
aunulfttion wd the most icy reserre^ met with no 
opposition, unless it were occasionally from Father 
Aaselm, the couiessor. He delighted ia the refine- 
ments of intrigue, and in the moBt tortoons labjxinthB 
of political manoeuvring, purely for their own sakes : 
and Bometimcs defeated liis own purposes by mere 
snperflnity of diplomatic eabtlety; which hardly, 
however, won a momentary concern fifom him, in the 
pleasure he experienced at having found an undeni- 
able occaeion for equal subtlety in unweaving hia 
own webs of deception. He had been confounded 
by the evasion of Maximilian and his friends from 
the orders of the Landgrave ; and the whole energy 
of his nature was bent to the discovery of th^ secret 
avenues which had opened the means to this elope- 
ment. 

There were, in those days, as is well known to 

German antiquaries, few castles or fortresses of 
much importance in Germany, which did not com- 
municate by subterraneous passages with the exte- 
rior country. In many instances these passages 
were of surprising extent, first emerging to the light 
in somfd secluded spot among rooks or woods, at the 
distance of two, three, or even four miles. There 
were cases even in which they were carried below 
the beds of rivers as broad and deep as the Rhine, 
the Elbe, or the Danube. Sometimes there were 
several of such communications on different faces of 
the fortress ; and sometimes each of these brandied, 
at some distance from the building, into separate 
arms, opening at intervals widely apart. And the 
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uses of SQch secret commtiiilcitionB with die world 

outside, and beyond a boBieging enemy, ia a laud 
Uke Qeimmj, with its prodigioiui siibdiTiBicm of 
independent etatee and free cities, were fiur gresfeer 
than they could have been in any une great contmu- 
ons principality. 

In many fortified places tbeso passages had existed 
from the middle ages. In Klosterheim they had 
possibly as early an origin: but by this period it is 
Tery probable that the gradual aooumidation of ml^ 
bish, through a course of centuries, would have 
unfitted them for use, had not the Peasants' War^ 
m the time of Lntiier's reformation, Uttie more than 
one hundred years before, giv^en occasion for their 
use and rei uir. At that time Klosterheim had stood 
a siege, which, from the defect of artiUerj, was at 
no time formidable in a military sense ; but as a 
blockade, formed suddenly when the citizens were 
slenderly iumished witii provisions, it would certainly 
have succeeded, and delivered up the vast wealth 
of the convents as a spoil to the peasantry, had it 
not been for one in particular of these subterraneous 
passages, which, opening on the opposite side of 
the little river Iltiss, in a thick boccage, where the 
enemy had established no posts, ftunished the means 
of introducing a continual supply of fresh provisions, 
to the great triumph of the garrison, and the utter 
dismay of the superstitious peasants, who looked 
upon the mysterious supply as a providential bounly 
to a consecrated cause. 

So memorable a benefit had given to this one 
passage a publicity and an historical importance 
^ch made all its circumstances, and amongst those 
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lis istemal mouthy ftmiliir even to children. But 

this was evidently 720/ the arcnue by which Maxi- 
miiiAa bad escaped into tlic forest. For it opened 
utoniallj on the wroogf side of the riyer, whilst 
everybody knew that its domestic openinc^ was in 
one of the chapels of the schloas ; and another cir- 
cmnttanoe, aquailj dedsiTe, mm, that a long flight 
of st airs, by which it descended below the bed of the 
nver, made it impaBsable to horses. 
B?efy attempt, however, £uied to trace oizt th« 

mode of egress for the present. By his spies Adorni 
doubted xu)t to hod it soon ; and, in the mean tin if, 
that aa much as possiUe the attention of the pnblio 

might be abstracted from the travellers and their 
ooneems, a public proclamation was issued, forbid* 
ding all rseort of crowds to the walls. These wem 
everywhere dispersed on the ninth ; and for that 
day were partially obeyed. But there was little 
chance that» with any fresh exoiteinent to the popnlar 
interest, they would continue to command respect. 
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CHAPTfili Yl. 

Tbb ixioniiag of tbfi tenth at leogth ttiiTed — that 

day on which the expected travellers from Vieriua, 
aod ail Avliom they had collected on tiieir progress, 
ardently looked to rejoin their Iong^ae|Mmted friende 
in Klosterhelm, and by those friends were not lese 
ardently looked for. On each side there were the 
flame violent yeamingSy on each aide the aame disiiial 
and overpowering fears. Each party arose with 
palpitating hearts : the one looked out Jirom alken- 
herg with longing ej^B, to diaooTor the toweni of 
Kloaterfaeim ; the other, from the npper windowa or 
roofs of Klosterheim^ seemed as if they could consumo 
the distance betmen tfaemaelTea Falkanbevg. 
Bat a little tract of jforeat ground was interpoaed 
between friends and Mends, parents and children, 
lovers and their beloved. Not more than eighteen 
miles of shadowy woods, of lawns, and sylvan gladea, 
divided hearts that would either have encountered 
death, or many deaths, for the other. These were 
legions of natural peace and tranqnillity, that in any 
ordinary times should have been peopled by no 
worse inhabitants than the timid hare scudding home- 
wards to its form, or the wild deer sweeping by 
with thunder to their distant lairs. But now from 
eveiy glen or thicket armed marauders might be 
ready to start. Every gleam of sunshine in some 
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seasons was reflected from the glittering arms of 
parties threading the intncacies of the thickets ; and 
tlie snddeii aUrom of the trumpet rtatg oftentinies in 

tlic liii^'hts, and awoke tlio cclioeti that for centuries 
had beea undiatiirbed, except by the hunter^s hora, 
in the moat aeqnaatored bannta of these Taat woods. 

Towards noon it became known, by signals that 
had been previously concerted between Maximilian 
and Ua coiiege friends^ tiiat the party wero advanced 

upon their road from Falkenberg-, and, therefore, 
must of necessity on this day abide the final trial. 
Ae tiiia news waa dtaperaed abroad, the pnUic anxi* 
ety rose to so feverish a point, that crowds rushed 
from every quarter to the walls, and it was not 
jadged prudent to meaanre the ehdc strength against 

their enthusiasm. For an hour or two the nature of 
the ground and the woods forbade any view of the 
adrancing party: bnt at Imigrth, some time besfote 
the light failed, the head of the column, and soon 
after the entire body, was descried surmounting- a 
little hill, not more than eight miles distant. The 
black mass presented by mounted travellers and 
baggage-wagons was visible to piel-cing eyes; and 
the dullest oonld distingiiiah tiie glaodng of arma. 



IE 
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m 



parts of the forest. 

Thus £ir, then, their friends had made their way 
witboiit injury ; and this point was judged to be 
within nine milea' distance. But in thirty or forty 
minutes, when ^ey had come nearer by a mOe and 
a half, the scene had somewhat changed. A heathy 
tract of ground, perhaps two miles in length, opened 
in the centre of the thickest woods, and fiormed a 
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HMe Maud of cleax giound, where ail beside wa« 
tegied mi crowded wiOx impedfanents* Just as 
Ae ir»-v<eiifaig party began to deploy out of the 
woods upou this area at its fiirther extrennty, a con- 
fliderable body of mounted troops emerged ftom the 
Ibreat^ -which, had Mdierto concealed tbem, at the 
point nearest to Klosterheim. They made way 
rapidly ; and in less than half a minute it became 
endeet^ by the motions of liie opposite party, that 
they had been descried/ and that hasty preparations 
were making for receiving them. A dnsky mass« 
prolMblj ike bladr yi^rs, galloped up rapidly to> 
the front and formed ; after which it seemed to some 
ejee that the whole party again advanced, bat still 
iBore slowly tiiaii before. 

Every heart upon the walls of Klosterheim palpi- 
tated with emotion, as the two parties neared each 
other. Many almost feared to draw their breath, 
many writhed their persons in the anguish of rueful 
expectation, as they saw the moment approach when 
the two parties wodd shock together. At length It 
came ; and, to the astonishment of the spectators, 
not more, perhaps, than of the travellers themselves, 
the whole cavalcade of strangers swept by, without 
halting for so much as a passiiig salute or excliaiigo 
of news. 

The first doiid, then, which had menaced their 

friends, was passed off as suddenly as it had gathered. 
But this, by some people, was thought to bear no 
^orable constmction. To ride past a band of travel- 
lers from remote parts on such uncourteous terms 
argued no friendly spirit ; and many motives might 
be imagined perfoetly oooslste&t with hostile hiten* 
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Uonji for passmg the travdllers wnssailed* and ibm 
gtiaSmg the mmm of ooming at wy time 19cm thoir 
VMT. Pradent persoM shook thflir hoadft, and tbe 

issue oi au ail'air anticipated with SQ much. aiudetjjT 
oertaaiily did not dimimali ik 

ItwM iMyw fcv o'dooki ia mi htnm at lem it 
Would be dark ; and, conbideiing the peculiar diffi- 
ooltitti of the grouttd oa neaciag the town, ud tte 
ineraanng oshaiistion of tbo liov0es» it was not 
judged pobbiblc that a party of travellers, bo unequal 
in thair equif^meutSt and amongst whon^ tbe weakest 
VI8 BOW beoome a law finr the sioti<m of tihe qaickeaty 
could reach the gates of ILiosterheim before nine 
o'doofc. 

Soon after tfaia, and just befbte tiM daylij^ ddedt 

the travellers reached the nearer end of the heath, 
and again entered tba woods. Tbe ooid and the 
dazknem wece now beooming greater at eveiy in* 
stant, and it niiglit lia^ 0 been expected that the great 
mass oi the spectators woiUd leave their station ; bat 
each was the intenaitif of the public interesl^ thai 
few quitted the walls except fur the purpose of rein- 
forcing their abilit>' to staj and watch the progreea 
of their ftianda. Tbia eonld be done with OTen 
greater effect as the darkness deepened, for every 
second horseman carried a torch ; and; as much per- 
baps by way of aignal to their friends in KloaRl«r> 
heiniy as ibr their own convenience, prodigious flam- 
beaux were borne aloft on halberds. These rose to 
a hdght whidi aunnonnted all the lower bnahesy 
and were Tiflible in all parts of the woods,— even 
the smaller lights, in the leafless state of the trees 
at tbia aeaaon of the year, ooald be generally tmoed 
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without diffieidty ; ud eonpoiiiig * biittiiMt efariQ 
of guttering points^ m ft e«md nd bnauMnd fhe 

r<»ad amongst the labyrinths of the forest, would 
have produced a slagiiiariy ekikiog eflaot lo-eyefl nt 
Miui'o to mjoj H. 

In this way, for about three hours, the tiavullcis 
c<mtmued to advance unmolested, aad to be kaoed 
by tiieir fiiends in S3o0lMlMiiii. It wm now con- 
siderably after seven o'clock, and perhaps *ia hour, 
or, at most, aa hour and a half, would bring them to 
the dtj galOB. All tecrts began to boat faigb witfi 
expectation, and hopes were loudly and confidently 
expreseed through every part of the crowd that the 
daager Hiight nowbe ooncddered aa past. Suddanljy 
as if expressly to rebuke the too presumptuoua 
coniidence of tboae who were thua thoughtieailj 
mngnfaie, llie Uaro of a tnmpot was hoard fmm a 
different quarter of the forest, and about two miles 
to the right of the city. ETory eye was fasteucd 
eagerly upon Ihe spot flrom wfaloh the notes issood. 
Firobably the signal had proceeded from a small party 
in advance of a greater ; for in the same direction^ 
bat at a mmdk greater distanoe, perhaps not loss than 
three inlles hi the rear of fte tnonpet, a very large 
body of horse was now descried coming on at a great 
pace upon the hue alieady hidkated by the tnonpet. 
The mtent of the oolunui fldght be estimated by the 
kmg array of torches, which were carried appurcutly 
by every fourth or fifth man ; and that they wese 
horsemen was mantfrst fiom the 'my rapid paoe at 
which they advanced. 

At this spectacle, a oiy of oonsternation ran along 
the whole walls of Kkststfaefan. Here, then, at lsst» 
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were ccmuig tbe mMilttni and butckam oC tbmr 

wm adTaiio- 

ing i.ssued at right angles into that upou which the 
trayeUera, a^^pareutiy uawanfted of their daagec, 
were moving. The hideous ecene of eamage wosld 
possibly pass immediately below their own eyes • 
for the point of junction between the two roads was 
dbeolly commanded by the eye fran the dty walk ;. 

and, upon cuuipiitirig the iqjparcnt proportions of 
i^>eed between the two parties^ it seemed likely 
enoaf^ that upon this veiy ground, the beet fitted 
of any that could have been selected, in a scenical 
sense, as a stage for bringing a spectacle below the 
eyes of Klostaheim, the most agitating of speotib> 
cles would be exhibited, — friends and kinsinoii on- 
giged in mortal struggle with remorseless lieeboot- 
ere, nnder eiromnstanoes whioh denied to thmselTes 
any chance of offering assistance. 

Exactly at this point of time arose a dense misl^ 
whkik wn^ped the whole forest in darknese, and 
withdrew from the eyes of the agitated Eloster- 
heimers &iends and foes alike. They continued^ 
howeTer, to ooenpy the walls, codeaToring to pene- 
trate the veil which now concealed the fortunes of 
tl^ir travelUng friends, by mere energy and intens- 
ify of attention. The mist, neaatinie» did not dis- 
perse, bat rather oontfnned to deepen; the two 
parties, however, gradually drew so much nearer, 
that some judgment oonld be at length fonned oi 
thdir motioM and position, merely by the ear. From 
the stationaiy character of the sounds, and the con- 
tinued lecaxrence of ohai^ges and xetreats sooaded 
upon the tmrnpet^ it beosne OTldent that the tniir* 
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eUers and the eoenj }mA nt mufi^ mtiL msL 

combat. Anxiety had licnr nur^t lu vrsBum: 
height f and some wez« «iilirf)d liir 
or weie omiad wnrw^ 
effects of overwimiirbt 

Teo o'clock luui mm ^mm^ im mmm lam 1^ 
soodB had baai gtowiif: «BBU|r^^ninf ' aM. ib 
last it WM MM ift.Bt 4Hi 4i9 tnri/ ^urtM 
rated, and that iMUt, ki iFm jm0wm^ y£ ^vt^ im 
•eona of MliaB ; aai^i 

tlie fidd of battla. 

The enemy! aj, bitt item? Tiifer ▼'irfT *?0rnt»i' 
stances? AsTictCT?' Ftsixai^ la iat 

treating aa a lagili ia aad laaiA §i0t. irrx ^vim^ mt^ 

eons sacrifices liMb jdo* itf 'iwhj i*'ftffiffi# Tti^j ^n i^uj. 




filainiii ahca tha last aaaad «d a mMpaa lanC 
hcaid ^ it vaa aaar aaa a'^dnA* aad aa ^"f^ aif' 

of liic irj'^'ellerB had &it:vT*5^ jl arr vtoir^ 



Suddenly y ho^er^^, ^ diil] ^'.miid arv^ «rj1iuii a 
quarter af • avfe fcaa lia otj as ii mmm 
ftahie altaapt ta hlav a Uaat m^M a trampet, la 

five niirictJBs mem a l«3ii©4** bit*^. hy..:^z^ c?loae 
to the galau Qpfifftiiiii maa j^BfiaSlf jpat^ anA aa 
jfiyfidly 
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idly gone iluKmgli; nd flie ofieer of die wMti 
bafaig speedSy BvlMed ae to ilie BKMy of tiie meas- 
ure, the gates were thrown open, and the nnfor- 
tmivte tnmllieam, ezfaMBted bj &tigae, faaidsliips, 
rad ralfering of oyeiy description, were at loDgth 
admitted into the bosom of a friendly town. 

The spectacle was hideaua which tike long oaTat 
cade exhibited as H wound up tiie steep etowte 
which led to the market-place. Wagons fractured 
aad sintered ia every direction^ apon which wece 
stretohed mnnbers of galknit soldierB, with woniids 
hastily dressed, from which the blood had poured in 
•tveama upon tbdr gay liabiliiae&ts ; hoMB, wtioee 
limbs had been mangled by the aabre ; and coacbee, 
or caleches, loaded w ith burthens of dead and dying ; 
these were amongst the objects which occulted the 
Tan in the line of marab, as the tmTeUers defiled 
through Klosterheim. The vast variety of laces, 
dx^sses, implements of war, or ensigns of xank, 
thrown together in the confiiBion of night andretveal, 
illuminated at intervals by bright streams of light 
from torches or candies in the streets, or at the win- 
dows of the faoneea, composed a pictnie which re- 
sembled the chaos of a d roam « rather than any ordi- 
nary spectacle of human lile. 

In the market^ace the whole party were grada- 
ally assembled, and there it was intended that they 
should receive the billets for their several quarters. 
Bat BQch was the preesine cf Mends and rriativea 
gathering from all directions, to salute and welcome 
the objects of their affectionate anxie^, or to in- 
qmre after their &te ; so tomnltaoas was tibe conflict 
of grief and joy (and not seldom in the very same 
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gmip)f that fiMT a kmg tinw no asthocity ooiild eo»- 
Ml the ▼iokiioe of pabKo hdlu g, or esfiiree the 

arrangements which had been adupted for the night, 
H&i wm it evm eaaj i» learn, where the qneelioiie 
ipefe put by ao ma&y ▼oieea at onee, what had heea 
the history of the night. It was at length, however, 
(^dUectedy that the j had been met and atladrad with 
great fhry by Holfcrntda, or a fiarty aetiiig nder 

one of his licutcnauts. Their own uiarch had been 
80 wajrily conducted after nightfall, that this attack 
did not find them unprepared. A harrier of eoaohea 
and waoroMs had been sputdily formed in such an 
arxangemeut ae to cripple the enemy's movements, 
and to neoteilm great part of hia anperiori^ in the 

quality of his horses. The engagement, however, 
had been severe ; and the enemy'a attack, though 
many tiniea batted, had been ae often renewed, nnttt, 

at length, the young general Maximilian, seeing that 
the aflair tended to no apparent terniination, that the 
Uoodflhed was great, and that the hones were be* 
ginning to knock up under the fatigue of such severe 
service, had brought up the very elite of his resenrOt 
placed himself at their head, and, making a dash ex-* 
pressly at their leader, had the good fortune to cut 
him down. The desperateness of the charge, added 
to the loss of their leader, had intimidated the enemy, 
who now began to draw off, as from an enterprise 
which was likely to cost them more blood than a Una! 
mceeaa could hare rewarded. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, Maximilian , disabled by a severe wound, and 
entangled by his horse amongst the enemy, had been 
carried off a prteoner. In the course of the battle 
all their torches had been extinguished ; and this 
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circuTiistaiice, as Hiuch as the roughness of the road, 
tlie ruinous conditkm oi their carriages and appoini- 
MBoiB, and their owa rnhmtiim^ liad occaeknad 
iheir long delay in reaching Klosterheim, after fte 
battle was at an end* SignaJa they had not ventured 
to make ; for thej wave naturally afraid of dnming 
upon their track any fresh party of marauders, by 
so open a warning ol their coujcie aa the sound of a 
trumpet. 

These ezplanatioiia were ra{Mdly disperaed thnwi|^ 

Klosterheim ; party after party drew off to their 
quarters ; and at length the agitated city was once 
again restored to peace. The Lady Paulina had been 
amongst the first to retire. She ^vms met by the 
lady abbess of a principal convent in Klosterheim, 
to whose care she had been recommended by ibe 
emperor. The Landgrave also had lurnished her 
with a guard of honor ; but all expressions of re- 
apect, or even of kindneaa, aeemed thrown awaj upon 
her, so wholly was she absorbed in grief for the cap- 
ture of Maximilian, and in gloomy aatidpationa of 
hia impending fiite. 
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CHAPTER TII. 

Th8 city of KIost€frii0iiB was now abandoned t<i 
itself, and strictly shut up within its own \vuii«. AU 
I roammg beyond tkose limits was now indeed for- 
bidden even move elfcctonlly by the iwofd of the 

enemy tliaii by the edicts of the Landgrave. War was 
mani^dsUj gathering in its neighborhood. little 
towns end oaettos within a range of seventy mfles, 
on almost every side, were now daily occupiod by 
I imperial or Swedish troops. Not a week passed 
without some news of fresh militaiy aocessions, or 

of skirmishes between parties of hostile foragers. 
Through the whole adjacent country, spite of the 
severe weather, bodies of armed men were wearing 
to and fro, fast as a wcaver^s shuttle. The forest 

i rang with alarums, and sometimes, under gleams of 
sonshine, the leafless woods seemed on firs with the 
mtless splendor of spear and sword, morion and 
breast-i4at6| or the glittering equipments of the im- 

I perialcaTahy. Couriers, or Bohemian gypsies, whieh 
hitter were a class of people at this time employed 

i by aU sides as spies or messengers, continually stole 
in with seciet desptlohes to the Landgrave, or (un- 
der the color of bringing public and the reports 
of military movements) to execute some private 
sriss i o n jfor rich employers in town $ sometimes mak- 
ing even this elandestine business but a eover to 

I 



i 

as 

I 
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other purposes, too near!}- connected with treason, 
or reputed treason, to admit of any but ond commu- 

nieatioii. 

What were the ulterior views in this large accomu- 
lation of military force, no man pretended to know. 
A great battle, for various reasons, was not expected. 
But changes were so sudden, and the counsels of 
eaoh day so often depended on the acoideiKts of the 
morning, that an entire campaign might easily be 
brought on, or the whole burthen of war for years to 
come migfat be transferred tothia quarterof the land, 
wiliiout causing any very great Burpibie. Meanthne, 
enough was done already to give a full foretaste of 
war and its miaeriea to this sequestered noakl so 
long unT^led by that hideous scourge. 

In the forest, where the inhabitants were none, 
excepting those who lived upon the borders, and 
small eatablidiments of the LaadgraTe's servants at 
different points, for executing the duties of the forest 
or the (diase, this change expressed itself cfaieAy by 
the tniBidtuous uproar of the wild deer, upon whoan 
a murderoTis war was kept up by parties detached 
daily from remote and oppoaite quarters, to collect 
provisions for tbe hidfetarving garrisons, so recently, 
and with so little previous preparMtion, multiplied on 
the forest skirts. For, though the country had been 
yet unexhausted by war, too large aproportiou of the 
tracts adjacent to the garrisons were in a wild, syl- 
van condition to afford smy continued suppUes to so 
large and sudden an increase of the population ; mora 
especially as, under the rumors of this change, every 
walled town in a compass of a hundred miles, msmj 
of them capable of resisting a sudden oot^i-dMnafn, 
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and lesoluiely okMEmff their g»(60 xipcm eiiiier parif , 

liad already possessed them stives by purcliaso of ali 
the rarpLuA rappliea which the Govntry yieUed. la 
nek a state of things, the wild deer beoaine aa ob- 

jeot of valuable consideratiou to all parties, and a 
niiirdeioue war waa made upon them from erery side 
of the forest. From the city walk they were eeea 

in sweeping droves, flying before the Swedish cav- 
alry for a course of ten, fifteen, or eireii thir^ milea, 
until headed and ccmipeUed to turn by another party 
breaking suddenly from a cu\ ert, where they had bcuu 
waiting tbeir approach. Sometimea it would happen 
that this second party proved to be a body of impe- 
rialists, who were carried by the ardor of the chase 
into the very centre of their enmies before either 
waa awaie of any hostile i4>proaoh. Then, aoeordiait 

to circumstances, came sudden flight or tumultuary 
skirmish ; the woods rang with the hasty summons 
of the trumpet ; the deer reeled off salant from the 
furious shock, and, benefiting for the moment by 
those fierce li jstilities^ odginally the cause of Iheir 
persecution, fled iar away from the scene of strife ; 
and not nnfrequently came thundering beneath the 
city walls, and reporting to the spectators above, by 
their agitation and affrighted eyes, those tumultuous 
disturbances in some remoter part of the forest, 
which had already reached tSem in an imperfect 
way, by the interrupted and recurring echoes of the 
points of war — 'charges or retreats — sounded upon 
the trumpet. 

But, whilst on the outside of her walls Kloster- 
heim beheld even tins unpopulous region all alive with 

luiiitary license and outrage, slie suffered no violence 
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from «ilktff piHj hameUl This imnmnitj abe owed 
to knr peculfaur pdttietl (ritoiluni. The empefw 

had motives for conciliating tiie city ; the Swedes, for 
<io«faiiiiting tibe Lndgiwro ; mdeed, they wete np» 
poeed to ham made a eeerat elHeaee with him, Jbf 

purposes known only to the contracting parties. 
And thediflbrMioe betweea the two pAtrone wae mmt* 
jlkj tfaie : tfa«l the enp^r wee eincM, end, if not 

disinterested, had an interest cuiicurring with that 
of Kloetetheim in the paternal proteolkm which ha 
oAted ; wbeeeee <he Swedee, in this, ee in ell IMr 
arrangements, regarding Gcruiauy as a foreign 
eoonti^, looked ofily to the fiiud advantages of Swe* 
den, or lie Oermeft dependenoee, eed to the weight 
which such alliances would procure them in a gen- 
eral padficatioii. Aad heaooi in the war which botb 
combined to make upon tiie fiHreet, tiie one party 
professed to coiamit spoil v\ym the Landgrave, as 
distinguished irom the city; whilst the Swedish 
alHes of that prince proeeented their ravages in the 
Landgrave's name, as essential to the support of his 
cause. 

For the present, however, the Swedes were the 

prepoiidciaut party in the neighborhood ; they had 
fortified the chateau of f olkenberg, and made it a 
strong military post ; at tiie same time, how> 
ever, sending in to KTosterheim whatsoever was val- 
uable amongst the furniture of tha}; establishment, 
witii a care which of itself proclaimed the footings 
upon which they were anxious to stand with the 
lAndgrave. 

Bacomraged by the vicmitiy of his militaiy frienda, 
that prince now began to take a harsher tone in 
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Kiogtarbeim* The muaor fsiaom of Qwmmay at 
ttit dagr were all tyiaato m firtm of fbdr privi- 
leges ; and if in soino rarer cases they exercised 
time pnvilegea ia a ibrbearing spirit, their subjecta 
were well aware thai they weore indebted Ibr this 

extraordinary indulgence to the temper and gracious 
nature oi tbe individuiU, not to the firm protectkm 
at the laws. But the meet leaeonafcle and mfideel 

of the German princes had been little taught at that 
day to brook opposition* And the Laadgrave waa 
by nataxe, and the gfeomimse of Mb eonalitiitioBal 

temperament, of all men the last to learn that lesson 
xaadily. He had already met with just suiUcient 
appoaition firom the oivio body and llie Qnrrereity 

interest to excite his passion fur revenge. Ample 
indenmiiication he determined upon for his wounded 
pnde; mad he believed tiiat tte time and cirotim> 

stances were now matured for favoring his most 
vmdictive schemes. The Swedes were at iiandj 
flida alight straggle with the eitiaena would remove 
all obstacles to their admission into the <i:arrison ; 
though, for some private reasons, he wiMhed to 
abstain from this entvemityi if it riioald prove pes- 
Bible. Maximilian also was absent, and might never 
return. The rumor was even that he was killed ; 
ittd though the oantioii of Adorni and the Land- 
grave led them to a hesitating relnmee upon what 
might be a political &brication of the opposite party, 
yst at all events he was detained from Klost^eim 
by some pressing necessity ; and the period of his 
absence, whether long or short, the Landgrave 
resolved to improve in sndi a way as should mi^e 
hie rotarn unavailing. 
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Of Mttdmiliiii tii» Ludgnvre bad no peimml 

knowledge ; he liad not so much as seen him. Bat 
bi« apies wd inielligencers he was weU awwo 
that he hftd been the ohief oombiifeer mid mimainr 

of the imperial party against himself in the univer- 
flitjr md bjr hia preaenGe iuid given life and ooaSr 
denee to that party id the cit^ whioh did not ex- 
pressly acknowledge hiiu as their head. lie was 
aware of the favor which Maximilian enjoy^ with 
the emperor, and knew m general, fiom ]«blic 

report, the brilliancy of those military services ou 
which it had been builk That be was likely to 
prove a formidable opponent, had he eontinned in 
Klosterheim, the Landgrave knew too well ; and 
upon the advantage over him. which he had- now 
gained, though otherwise it shoiild prove only m 

temporary one, he determiiicd to found a permanent 
obstacle to the emperor's views. As a preliminary 
step, he prepared to cmsh all opposition in Ktoslcff- 
heim; a purpose which was e(jually important to 
his vengeance and his policy. 

This system he opened with a smes of lyrannieal 
regulations, some of which gave the more offence 
that they seemed wholly capricious and insulung. 
The students were oonfined to their ooU^ bounda, 

except at stated intervals ; were subject tu a mili- 
tary muster, or calling over of names, every eveti- 
ing; were required to xeceira sentinela within the 
extensive courts of their own college, and at length 
a small court of guard ; with numerous other occa- 
sional msiks, sfi opportunities offered, of princely 
discountenance and anger. 
In the university, at that time, Irum local causes^ 
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many jomg men of rank and Sunily wer» collected. 

Those even who had taken no previous part in the 
eaofie of the Kiosterheimers were now roused to a 
eenee of personal indignity. And aa eoon aa the 
light was departed, a lar^e body of them collucLod 
at the rooms of Count St. Aldenheim, whoae rank 
promised a snitable countenance totiieir purpose, 
whilst his youth seemed a pledge for the rec[uisite 
activity. 

The count was a younger brother of the PalsgraTe 

of Birkenfeld, and maintained a sumptuous establish- 
ment in Klosterheim. Whilst the state of the ibrest 
had allowed of hunting, hawking, or other amuse 
ments, no inau had exhibited su line a stud of horses. 
No man had so large a train of servants ; no man 
entertained his friends with such magnificent hoi^ 

pitaliuos. His generosity, his splendor, his fine 
person, and the courtesy with which he relieved the 
humblest people from the oppression of his rank, 
had given him a popularity amongst the students. 
His courage had been tried in battle : but, after all, 
it was doubted whether he were not of too luxurious 
a turn to undertake any cause which called for much 
exertion ; for the death of a rich abbess, who had 
left the whole of an immense fortune to the coun^ 
as her favorite nephew, had given him another 
motive for cultivating peaceful pursuits, to which 
few men were, constitntionally, better disposed. 

It was the time of day when the count was sure 
to be found at home with a joyous party of friends. 
M^^cent chandeliers shed light upon a table fur* 
nished with every description of costly wines pro- 
duced in Europe. According to the custom of the 
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times, these were drunk in cups of silver or ^old ; 
and an opportuiiitj was thus gained, which St. 
Aldenheim had not IobI, of makisg a magiiifioeiii 
display of luxury without ostentation. The ruby 
wine glittered in the jewelled goblet which tha 
ooBBt bad raised to Ids lips, at tbe my momeat 
when the students entered. 

^'Wekome, jjriends/^ aaid the Count SL Aldei;^ 
ham, puttmg down hia cup, welcome alwaja ; but 
never more than at this hour, when wine and good 
fellowship teach us to know the Yaiae of our youth.'' 
Thank*, ooant, ftom ali of w. Bat tbe ftiiow- 
ship we seek at present must be of another temper i 
our errand is of business." 

^'Tben, fiienda, it iball rest until to-monrow. 
Not for the Papacy, to which my good aunt would 
have raised a ladder for me of three steps, — Abbot, 
Biabop, Cardinal,— woold I renounce the Xoki^ of 
to-night for the business of to-morrow. Come, geu- 
tlemen, let us drink my auut^s health.'' 
Memory, you would say, count." 

"Memory, most learned friend, — you are right. 
Ah I gentlemen, she was a woman worthy to be 
bad in remembrance: for ahe iuTented a capital 

plaster for gunshot wounds ; and a jollier old fellow 
over a bottle of Tokay there is not at this day in 
Suabia, or in tbe Swedish camp. And that reminds 
me to ask, gentlemen, have any of you heard that 
Qustavus Horn is expected at Falkenberg? Such 
news is astir ; and be sure of this— tbat, in nmii m 
case, we have cracked crowns to look for. I know 
tbe man. And many a hard night's watching he baa 
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coat me ; for ^vriiidi, if 
wai drink lifs bedth/' 

" But our business, dear count — " 

^' Shall wait, pleaae Gk>d, until to^norrow ; for 
iUs is Ae time when man and beaet repoee/' 

*'Aiid truly, count, we are like — aa you take 
tbinga— to bennmbeiedwitiitiie last lie, Owmt 
St. Aldenheim I are yon the man thai wrald ham 
tis suffer thoi^e things tamely which the Laudgrave 
haa begim t 

And what now hath hie aerenitj been doing ? 

Both he meditate to abolish Burguridy 't If iso, my 
foith I but we axe, aa you observe, little above the 
brutes. Or, peradrentnre, will be forbid laughing, 

— his highness being little that way given hinisr ll ? " 

Count St. Aldenheim 1 it pleaaoi you to jest. 
Bat we aie assured that you know as well aa we, 
and relish no better, the insults which the Landgrave 
is heaping upon us all. For example, the sentinel 
at your own door ~ doubtless you mariied himf 

How liked yuu hiinf — 

''Methought he looked cold and blue« So I sent 
him a goblet of Johannisberg/' 

" You did ? :ind the little court of p^uard — you 
havo seen thatf and Colonel von Aremberg, how 
think you of himf 

" Why surely now he ^s a handsome man : pity 
he wears so fiery a scarf 1 Shall we drink his health, 
gentlemen i 

** Health to the gre.it lu'iul first I 

'* As you please, gentlemen : it is lor you to regu^ 
late the piec^denoy. But at least, 
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ThftI fturted oaeh day, from tfMMhrt to tttttr ! 

Saw any man yet such an orthodox fellow, 

In the morning >vhcn sober, in the oveuiiig whon mellow ? 
&aw any man ye^" ^o. 

Goimt, fiffeweU 1 " inteirnpted the leader of the 

pany J and all turned round indignantly to leave the 

Famrell, gentiemen, m you positnrely will not 

drink iny aunt's health ; though, after all, she was 
a worthy fellow ; aad her piaster for gunshot 
wounds — 

But with that word the door closed upon the 
count^B farewell words. Suddenly taking up a hat 
which lay upon the ground, he exclaimed^ Ah I 
behold 1 one of my ^enda has left his hat. Tmly 
he may ohauce to want it on a frosty night.'' And, 
•o Baying, he hastily rashed after the parfy, whom 
he found already on the steps of the portico. Seizing 
the hand of the leader, he whispered, 

Friend I do you know me so little as to appre- 
hend my jesting in a serious sense? Know tli;it 
two of those whom you saw on my right hand are 
spies of the Landgrave. Their visit to me, I ques- 
tion not, was purposely made to catch some such 
discoveries as you, my friends, would too surely 
faaye thrown in tiieir way, but for my determined 
rattling. At tiiis time, I must not stay. Come 
again after midnight — farewell." 

And then, in a yoioe to reach his guests within, 
he shouted, " Gentlemen, my aunt, the abbot of 
Ingelheim, — abbess, 1 would say, — held that her 
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spun were for her heele, a&d her be«yer fiir lier 

head. Whereupon, baron, I returu you your hat/' 
Meantime, the two insidious intelligencers of the 
Landgrave returned to the palace with diacoyeries, 
not 80 ample as tiicy were on the point t>i burprisiDg, 
but sufficient to earn thanks for themaalTea, and to 
iFidde the connsek of their maater. 



Digitized by Google 



M 



CHAPTBB Till. 

Tut same night a foil meeting of the most die- 
tingnished stadente was asaembled »t tiie mansion 

of Count St, Aidenheim. Much stormy discussion 
arose upon two points. First, apon the particalar 
means by which they were to pursue an end upon 
which ail were unanimous. Upon that^ however, 
they were able for the present to arrive at a prelin^- 
inary arrangement with snfficient harmony. This 
was to repair in a body, with Count St. Aidenheim 
at their head, to the castle, and there to demand an 
audience of the Landgrave, at which a strong remon- 
strance was to be laid before his highness, and their 
determination avowed to repel the indignities thmst 
upon tiiem, with their united forces. On the second 
they were more at variance. It happened that many 
of the persons present, and amongst them Count St. 
Aidenheim, were finends of Maximilian. A few, on 
the other hand, there were, who, either from jealousy 
of his distinguished merit, hated him ; or, as good 
^ citiBens of Klosterheim, and connected by old fiunily 
ties with the interests of Hint town, were disposed 
to charge Maximilian with ambitious views of pri* 
vate aggrandisement, at the expense of the cily, 
grounded upon the emperor^s favor, or upon a sup- 
posed marriage with some lady of the imperial 
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hcmm. For the stoiy of Fauliua' s aud Maxiiailiaii'a 
matoai attachment liad transpived tbnragii manj of 
the traTellefs ; but with ioim ommmstances of fic- 
tion. In defending Maximilian upon those charges, 
Us fifienda liad batrajed a natural wamth at tha 
iigastiDe ottmA to hia charadar ; and the liveliness 
of the dispute ou Uub point had nearly ezided in a 
way fi^tal to their unanimity on the 
question at issue. €h>od sense • howerer, and indig* 
uatiun at the Landgrave, finally bruu<^ht them round 
again to their first resolution ; and they aepavaled 
with the unanimous mtention of meeting at noon on 
the following day, for the purpose of caxrying it into 
^fisct* 

But their nnanimitj on tids point was of litda 

avail ; for at an early hour on tiie following ruiag 
every one of those who had been preaent at the 
meeting was arrested by a file of soldiers, on a charge 
of conspiracy, and marolied oH to one of the city 
piiaona. The Gonnt St. Aldenbeim waa himself the 
fiole exception ; and this was a distinction odioua to 
luB geuerous nature, as it drew upon him a ciuud 
of snapioion. He was aensible that he would be 
supposed to owe his privilege to some discovery or 
act of treachery, more or less, by which ho had 
merited the &Tor of the Landgiare. The hd waa, 
tiiat in the indulgence shown to the count no motiTe 
had iuiiuenced the Landgrave but a politic couBider- 
ation of the great &yor and influence which the 
count's brotiier, the Palagraye, at this moment enr 
joyed in the camp of his own Swedish allies. On 
ttda principle of poUpy, the Landgrave contented 
Ufluelf with placing St. Aldenheim under a (dight 

I 
J 
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miUtaiy conlmemeiit to hia own hoiite, under tht 
guard of a few aentinelfl posted in his hall. 

For ium, therefore, under the poweriul protection 
which he ezyoyed elsewhere, there was no great 
anxiety entertained. But for the rest, manj of whom 

had no iriends, or frieudB who did them the ill eer- 
vioe of enemies, being in fact regarded as enemies 
by the Landgrave and his council, serioos fears wen 

entertained by the whole city. Their situation wa« 
evidently critical. The Landgrave had them in his 
power. He was notoriously a man of gloomy and 

malignant paBbiuas ; had been educated^ as all Euro- 
pean princes then weie, in the notions of a plenaiy 
and despotic right over the lives of his sulgeots, 
in any case where they lifted their presunnptuous 
thoughts to the height of controlling the soverei^^ ; 
and, even in circumstances which to his own judg- 
ment laight seem tu confer mucli less discretion urjy 
power over the rights of prisoners, he had beea 
suspected of directing the course of law and of 
punishment into chauuels that would nut brook the 
public knowledge. Daiker dealings were imputed 
to him in the popular opinion. Oloomy suspiciona 
were uiuttered at the fire side, which no mau dared 
openly to avow ; and in the present insUuice the 
conduct of the Landgrave Was .every way fitted to 
fall in with the worst of the public fears. At one 
time he talked of bringing his prisoners to a trial ; 
at another, he countermanded the preparati<»is which 
he had made with that view. Sometimes lie spoko 
of banishing them in a body ; and again he avowed 
bis intention to deal with their crime as treason. 
The result of this moody and capricious tyranny was 
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to iB8|»ra the moat vagae and gloom j appfebauioni 

into the minds of the prisoners, and to keep their 
fnends, wiUi the whole city of Kioftteiheiini ia * 
iinrerish stote of insecurity. 

This state of things kistad for la ai ly throe weeks ; 
but at length a laormag of imexpeoted plearare 
dawned upon fhe city. The priooMn wm ia me 

night all released. In iiali liu hour the news ran 
o?er the town and the university ; multitudes Imu- 
tened to the college, aflmons to oongratnlate tiie 

prisoners on their deliverance from the double afflic- 
tions of a duugeon and ul continual insecurity. 
Mere curioflity also piompted some, who took bnt 
little interest in the prisoners or their cause, to in- 
quire into the circunxstauces of 8o abrupt and unex* 
peeted an act of grace. One principal court in the 
college was filled with those who had come upon this 
errand of friendly interest or curiosity. Nothing waa 
to be Been but earnest and delighted fiMMB, offering or 
ac^owledging congratulation ; nothing to be beard 
but the language of joy and pleasure — friendly or 
aiEsctionate^ according to the aez or relation of the 
spedcer. Some were talking of procuring passpoiia 
for leaving the town ; some anticipating that this 
courto would not be left ta their own choice, but 
imposed, as the price of his clemency, by the Land- 
grave. All, in short, was hubbub and joyous uproar, 
when suddenly a file of the city guard, commanded 
by an officer, made their way rudely and Tiolently 
through the crowd, advancing evidently to the spot 
where the liberated prisoners were collected in a 
group. At that moment the Count St Aldenbeim 
was offering his congratulations. The friends to 
VOL. n. 9 
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whom he spoke were too confident in iiis honor ami 
integrity to have &It even one moment's misgiving 
upon the true cauBes whioh had sheltered him firom 
the Landgrave's wrath, and had thiis given him a 
privilege so invidious in the eyes of those who knew 
him not, and on that accomit so hateful in his own. 
They knew his unimpeachable fidelity to the cause 
and themselves, and were anxiously expressing their 
sense of it by the warmth of their salntations at tiie 
very moment when the city guard appeared. The 
count, on his part, was gayly reminding them to 
come that evening and folfil their engagement to 
drink his aunt of jovial memory in her own Johan- 
nisberg, when the guard, shouldering aside the 
crowd, advanced, and, surronnding the group of 
stndents, in an instant laid the hands of summary 
arrest each upon the gentleman who stood next him. 
The petty officer who craunanded made a grasp at 
one of the most 'distingaished in dress, and seiased 
rudely upon the gold chain depending ftom his neck, 
St. Aldenheim, who happened at the moment to be 
in conversation with this individual, stung with a 
sudden indignation at the ruffian eagerness of the 
men in thus abusing the privileges of their office, 
and unable to control the generous ardor of bia 
nature, met this brutal outrage with a sudden blow 
at the officer's £eu)e, levelled with so true an aim, 
that it stretched him at his length upon the ground. 
No terrors of impending vengeance, had they been 
a thousand times stronger than they were, could at 
this moment have availed to stifle the cry of tri- 
umphaiit pleasure — long, loud, and unfaltering — 
which indignant sympathy with the oppressed exr 
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torted from the crowd. The pain and huiiiiliation of 
tke bloWj exaltdd into a maddening intensity by this 
popnhor shont of exnUation, quickened the ofioer'e 
rage into an apparent frenzy. W ith wliiic lips, and 
luilf suiibcated with the sudden rerulsion of passion, 
Mtnisl enough to one who had ueyer beibre encoun* 
tered even a momentary overture at opposition to the 
Mihority with whi< h lie was anned, and for the first 
time in his life found his own brutalities thrown back 
resolutely in his teeth, the man rose, and, by signs 
{^her than the inarticulate sounds which he meant 
fcr wordsy pointed the violence of his party upon 
the Count St. Aldenheim. With halberds bristling 
around hini, the gaiiaiit young nobleman was loudly 
innmioned to surrender; but he protested indigo 
BUitly, drawing his sword and placing himself in an 
attitude of defence, tiiat he would die a tliousand 
deaths sooner than surrender the sword of his fether, 
the Palsgrave, a prince of the empire, of unspotted 
honor, and most ancient descent, into the hands of a 
jiiler. 

''Jailer f exclaimed the officer, almost howling 

with passi' >n. 

"Why, thra, captain of jailers, lieutenant, anspes- 
■Bde, or what you will. What else than a jaitar is 

he that sits watch upon the prison-doors of hon- 
; (»abie cavaliers?^' Another diout of triumph ap- 
plauded St. Aldenheim ; for the men who discharged 
the duties of the city guard at that day, or " petty 
gwd,^' as it was termed, corresponding in many of 
tteir functions to the modem police, were viewed 
with contempt by all parties ; and most of all by 
^ military, though in somo respects assimilated to 
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them by discipline and costume. They were indufi* 
triouilj stigmtttiwd as jailen ; fbr iHdch there wm 
the more ground, as their duties did in reality asso- 
ciate tbem pretty ofteB with the jailer ; and in other 
respects they were a diasoliite and fisrociona body of 
mcD; gathered not out of the citizens, but many for- 
eign descrtorS; or wretched runagates from the jail, 
or firom the jnatice of the provoet^iiaidial in some 
distant camp. Not a man, probably, but was liable 
to be reclaioied, in some or other quarter of Germany, 
as a capital delinqaent. Sometimea, eren, they were 
actually detected, claimed, and given up to the pur- 
suit of justice, when it happened that the subjeeta 
of their criminal acts were weighty enongli to sw- 
tain an energetic inquiry. Hence their reputation 
becanie worse than scandalous : the mingled infamy 
of their calling, and the houseless condition of 
wretchedness which had made it worlii tl^ir accept 
ance, combined to overwhelm them with public 
scorn; and this public abhorrmce, n^iich at may 
rate awaited them, mere desperation led them too 
often to countenance and justiiy by their conduct. 

Gaptain of jailers I do your worst, I say/' again 
ejaculated St. Aldenheim. Sfdte of his blinding pas- 
sion, the officer hesitated to precipitate himself into 
a personal struggle with the count, and thus, peir- 
haps, aflford his antagonist an occasion for a fbrtiier 
triumph. But loudl}^ and fiercely he urged on his fol- 
lowers to attack him. These again, not partaking 
in the personal wrath of their leader, even wliilst 
pressiuG: more and more closely upon St. Aldenheim, 
and calling upon him to surrender, scrupled to intiict 
a wound, or too merited an outrage, upon a caTalier 
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whose rank was kncmn to the wboie city, tnd of lale 

most ad\ iLiihia-eously known for his own interests, 
by the conspicuous immupity wliicli it had procured 
iuio from the Lendgraye. In nin did the command* 
ing officer insist, in vain did the connt defy ; menaces 
from neither side availed to urge the guard iato any 
outrage upon the person of one ivho might haTe it 

in his power to retaliate so severely upon them- 
felves. They continued obstinately at a stand, 
ttiaply pzeventing hia.esoape, when suddenly the 
tread of horses' feet arose upon the ear, and through 
a long vista were discovered a body of cavalry from 
the oasUe coming np at a charging pace to the main 
entrance of the college. Without pulling up on the ^ 
outside, as hitherto they had always done, they ex- 
pressed sufficiently the altered tone of tiie Land* 
grave's feelings towards the old chartered interests 
of Klosterheim, by plonging through the great arch- 
way of the coUeg^f^ates ; and then making way 
at the same furious pace through the assembled 
crowds, who bloke ra|jidiy aw^y to the right and to 
the 1^, they reined np directly abieast of the dly 
guard and their prisoners. 
"Coluael von Aremberg!'^ said St. Aldenheim, 
I perceive yonr errand* To a soldier I snrrender 
myself ; to this tyrant of dungeons^ who has be* 
trayed more men, and cheated more gibbets of their 
dne, than ever he said I will never lend an ear, 
though he should bear the orders of every Landgrave 
in Germany." 

Yon do well/' replied the colonel; ** but ior this 
man, count, he bears no orders ficom any Landgrave, 
nor will ever again bear orders from the Landgrave 
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of X-^— . Oenilemen, you we all my prieoiiera ; 

and you will accompany me to the castle. Count 
£t» Aldenheim, I am sorry that there is no longer an 
€3Cflaipti(m for yonmeUl Please to advance* If it will 
be any gratification to yoii, these men (pointing to 
the ci^ guard) ''are prisoners also/' 

Here was a rerolntion of fortune that oonfoimded 
everybody. The detested guardians of the city jail 
were themselves to tenant it ; or, by a worse £EUe 
atil], were to he coaaigned unpitied, and their case 
unjudged, to the dark and pestilent dnngeons wbioh 
lay below the Landgrave's castle. A lew scattered 
cries of tiiiimph were heard from the crowd ; but 
they were drowned in a tomnlt of conflicting feel- 
ings. As human creatures, fallen under the dis- 
pleasore of a despot with a judicial power of tortare. 
•to enforce his investigations, even ^ffiey claimed some 
compassion. But there arose, to call off attention, 
from these less dignified objects of the public inter- 
est, a long train of gallant cavaliers, restored so 
capriciously to liberty, in order, as it seemed, to 
give the greater poignancy and bitterness to the 
instant renewal of their cmptiviiy. This was the 
very frenzy of despotism in its very moodiest state 
ot excitement. Many began to think the Landgrave 
mad. If so, what a dreadfol fisite might be antici- 
pated for the sons or representatives of so many 
noble &Qiilies, gallant soldiers the greater part of 
them, with a nobleman of princely blood at tiieir 
head, lying under the displeasure of a gloomy and 
infuriated lyrant, with unlimited means of executing 
the bloodiest suggestions of his vengeance. Then, 
in what way iiad the guardians of the jails come to 
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be caonected with any evea imaginary offence f 
Sapposing the Landgrave insane, hie agents wm% 

not so ; Coiunel von Aremberg was a uiau ol Bhrewd 
snd penetrating understanding ; and this officer had 
clearly spoken in the tone of one who^ whilst 

announcing the sentence of another, Ryrnpathizes 
entirely with the justice and necessity of its harsh- 
aess. 

Something dropped froiii iho miserable leader of 
the city guard, in his first confusion and attempt at 
self-defence, which rather ineroased than explained 

the mystery. The Masque I the Masque ! " This 
was the word which &11 at intervals upon the ear of 
the listening crowd, as he sometimes directed fate 
words in the way of apology and deprecation to 
Colonel Yon Aremberg, who did not vouchsafe to 
Usteoa, or of occasional explanation and discossion, • 
as it was partly kept up between himself and one of 
his nearest partners in the imputed transgression. 
Two or three there might be seen in the crowd, 
whose looks avowed some nearer acquaintance with 
this mysterious allusion than it would have been 
safe to acknowledge. Bat, for the great body of 
spectators who accompanied the prisoners and their 
escort to the gates of the castle, it was pretty evi- 
dent by tiieir inquiring looks, and the fixed expiw* 
sion of wonder upon their features, that the whole 
SiSair, said its circumstances, were to them equally 
a snbject of mystery for what was past, and of blind 
terror for what was to come. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The cavalcade, with its charge of prisonerH, and 
its attendaut train of spectators, halted at the galea 
of tlM mMom. This vast and antique pile had now 
come to be surveyed with diffmal and revolting feet 
ingu, as the abode of a sangainary despot. The 
dnngeou and labjiintiia of its tortnoos paeaages, its 
gloomy lialla of audience, with the vast corridors 
which surmounted the innumerable liights of stairs 
~ some noble, spadons, and in the Venetian taste, 
capable of admitting the march of an army — some 
spiral, steep, and so unusually narrow as to exclude 
two persons walking abreast ; these, together with 
the nnmerous chapels erected in it to diiVerent saints 
bj devotees, m^e or female, in the families of for- 
gotten Landgraves through fonr centoiies back $ and, 
finally, the tribunals, or gerieiU4xmmem, for dispens- 
ing justice, criminal or civil, to the city and terri- 
torial dependencies of Klosterheim; all nnited to 
compose a body of impressive images, hallowed by 
creat historical remembrances, or traditional stories, 
th«t ftom influu^ to age dwelt upon the feelings of 
the Elosterheimers. Terror and superstitions dread 
predominated undoubtedly in the total impression ; 
bnt the gentle virtues exhibited by a series of princes, 
who had made this their iavorite residence, naturally 
enough terminated in mellowing the sternness of 
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mch QMBooiation^ into a religious awe, oot witli^tti 
lis own peculiar attraetioiui. But, at praMDt, under 

the liarsli .iii l repulsive character oi liie reigning 
pdfice, everything took a new color irom his un- 
genial habits. The aoimstitioiia legend, which had 
60 immeraoriiilly peopled the schloss with spectral 
apparitions, now revived \n its earlieat strength. 
Never was Oermaiiy more dedioated to anperstiifani 

in every shape tlmu at tliis period. 'J hc wild, tu- 
BUiltiioas times, and the slight tenure upon which 
dl men held their livear nataraDy threw UMat 
tLouglits much upon the other world ; and comnmni- 
cations with that, or its burthen of secrets, by every 
variety of agencies, ghoets, divination, nataral magio, 
palmistry, or astrology, found in every city of the 
Isad more encouragement thau ever. 
It cannot, therefore, be surprising that the well> 

known apparition of the While Lai.ly (a legend which 
directed iQosterheijn through the fortunes of its 
Lttidgfavea, no less than several other princdy 
bouses of Germany, descended from the samu orig- 
inal stock) should about this time have been seen 
ia the dusk of the evening at some of the upper 
windows in the castle, and once in a lofLy gallery of 
the great chapel during the vesper service. This 
kdy, generally known by the name of the White 
Lady Agnes, or Lady Agnes of Weissemburg^ is sup- 
posed to have lived in the thirteenth or iburteenth 
oeatnry, and from that time, even to our own days, 
fts current belief is, that on the eve of any great 
crisis of good or evil fortune impending over the 
three or four iUastrions houses of Germany which 
tiaee their orighi from her, she makes her appear. 
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anco ill some conspicuous apartment, great baronial 
hall or chapel, of their several palaces, sweepings 
along in white robes^ ud a TolimunoaB train. Her 
appearance of late in the schloss of Klosterheim, con* 
fidently believed by the great body of the people, 
waa hailed with aecret pleaanre, as forenuining Bome 
great change in the Landg^rave's &mily, — which 
was but another name for better days to themselves, 
whilst of necessity it menaced some great evil to 
liie prince himaelf Hope, therefore, was predomi- 
nant in their prospects, and in the supernatural inti- 
mations of coming changes ; — yet awe and deep 
religions feeling mingled with their hope. Of chas- 
tisemeut approaching to the Landgrave they felt 
assured. Some dim religious judgment, hke that 
which brooded over the honse of CEdipus, was now 
at lumd, — that was the universal iuipression. His 
gloomy asceticism of life seemed to argue secret 
crimes: these were to be brought to light; for 
these, and for his recent tyranny, prosperous as it 
had seemed ibr a moment, chastisements were now 
impending; and something of the awe which be- 
longed to a prince so marked out for doom and fatal 
.catastrophe seemed to attach itself to his mansion, 
more especiaUy as it was there only that the signs 
and poi'tents of the coming woe had revealed them- 
selves in the apparition of the White Lady. 

Under this snperstitious impression, many of the 
spectators paused at the entrance of the castle, and 
lingered in the portal, though presuming that the 
diamber of justice, according to the frank old usage 
of Germany, was still open to all comers. Of this 
notion they were speedily disabused by the sudden 
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retraat of tbe few who bmi penetrated into tbe finet 

ante-chamber. These persons were harshly ropollod 
ia a coutiuneiious maimer, and read to the aetonished 
citiiene another leefloii upon the new arte of dark* 

new and concealment with which the Landgrave 
fomi it neceBsary to accompany his new aota of 

Von Arembeifg and his prisoners, thus left alone 
in one of the ante-chambers, waited no long liiae 
befioie they were eummoiied to the preeenoe of the 
Landgrare. 

After pacing along a number of corridors, all car- 
peted so as to return no sound to their footsteps, 
they arrived in a Kttle hall, from which a door sud- 
denly opened, upon a noiseless signal exchanged 
with an usher outside, and displayed before them a 
hng gallery ^ with a table and a few seats arranged 
at the further end. Two gentlemen were seated at 
the table, anxiously examining papers; in one of 
whom it was easy to recognize the wily glance of 
the Italian minister ; the other was the liandgrave. 

This prince was now on the verge of fii^, strik- 
ingly handsome in his features, and of imposing 
presence, from the union of a fine person with mciu- 
ners unusually dignified. No man understood better 
Ihe art of restraining his least governable impulses 
of anger or malignity within the decorums of his 
rank. And even his worst passions, throwing a 
gloomy rather than terrific air upon his features, 
served less to alarm and revolt, than to impress the 
sense of secret distrust. Of late, indeed, from the 
too evident indications of the public hatred, his sal- 
Ues of passion had become wilder and more ferocious. 
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and hia selfrcommaiui less habitually couspicuoua. 
Bttty in genonl, m gnmtj of inndious coorteflj di#* 
guised from all but penetrating eyes the treacherous 
piu poiDC of his heart. 

Tiie Landgrave bowed to the Ckrant Si. AJdenheiai, 
and, pointing to a ohair, begged him to understand 
that he wislicd to do nothing inconsigtent with his 
regard finr the Palsgnm his brotiier ; and would be 
content with his parole of honor to pursue no further 
any couspiracy against himself, in which hu might 
too thoughtlesBly have engaged, and with his retira* 
ment from the cMy of Klosterheim. 

The Count St. Aldenheim replied that he and all 
the other eayaliers present, aocording to his belief, 
stood upon the same footing : tiiat they had harbored 
no thought of conspiracy, unless that name could 
attach to a purpose of open expostulation with his 
highness on the outraged privileges of their corpor»i> 
tion as a university ; that he wished not for any dish 
tinction of treatment when all were equal 

oihnAerBf or none at all ; and, finally, that he be- 
lieved the sentence of exile from Klosterheim wpuld 
be oherarfiilly acoepted by all or most of those present 

Adomi, the minister, shook his bead, and glaaeed 
significantly at the Landgrave, during this answer. 
The Landgrave ooldly replied that if he could sup* 
pose the count to speak sincerely, it was evident 
that he was little awai*e to what length his com- 
panions, or some of them, had pushed their plots. 
"Here are the proofs I and he pointed to the 
papers. 

''And now, gentlemen/' said he, turning to the 
students, I marvel that you, being cavaliers of 
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£suuily, and doubtle^B holding joorBelves men of 
honors Bhould beg^e these poor knsree into oertdo 
min, whilst yonrselTes could lesp nothiiig hmA m 
brief mockery of tiie authoritj wiuch you could not 
hope to erade/' 

Thas called upon, the sftadents sad the cit j gnsid 
told their tale ; in which no contradict! olb could be 
detected. The citjr piisoD was not partacolarfy weU 
secured against attadks from wfthont. To ptereoi, 
the re lure, any sudden attempt at a re^^cuo, the guard 
kept watch by tonis. One man watdied two hours, 
traversing the diffmnt passages of the prison ; sod 
was then relieved. At three o'clock on the preced- 
ing night, pacing a winding lobbj, brightly iUnmin- 
ated, fhe man who kept thai wslch was snddenly 
met by u person wearing a masque, and armed at all 
points. His smpiise and eonstemslion were greats 
and the more so as the steps of The Masque wens 
fioundlcss, though the floor was a stone one. The 
goardf but slight^ prepared to meet an attack^ 
wonldyhowerer, hare resisted or raised an alam; hut 
The Masque, instantly levelling a pistol at his head 
with one hand, with the other had thrown open the 
door of an empty cell, indicating to the man bf 
signs that he must eater it. Wit}i thi.s intimation 
he had necessarily complied ^ and The Ma»qne had 
immediate^ tamed tiie key upon him* Of wiiai 
followed he knew nothing until aroused by his OMfn- 
rades setting him at liberty, alter some time had 
been wasted in searching for htm. 

The students had a pretty yi ... tale to report. 
A Masque, armed cap-a-pie, as described by the 
guard, had Tisited each of their cells in succession ; 
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had instructed them by signs to dress, and then, 
pointing to the door^ bja series of directions all com- 
mmiicaled in th6 same dumb ahcyw, had aaaembled 
tiiem together, thrown open the prison door, and, 
pointing to their college, had motioned them thither. 
This motion they had seen no cause to disobey, pr&- 
muning their dinniseal to be according to the mode 
which best pleased his liighness ; and not iU-pleafied 
at finding so peaoeM a terminatian to a 
which at first, from its mysterious shape and the 
solemn hour of xiight, they had understood as tend* 
ing to some more formidable issue. 

It was obsmred that neither the Landgrare nor 
his minister treated this repoi^t of so strange a trans- 
action with the scorn wliich had been anticipated* 
Botii listened attentively, and made minnte inqniries 
as to every circumstance of the dress and appoint- 
ments of the mysterious Masque. What was his 
height f By what road, or in what direction, had hm 
disappeared ? These questions answered, his high- 
ness and his minister consulted a £9w minutes to- 
gether ; and then, turning to Ton Aremberg, bade 
him for the present dismiss the prisoners to their 
homes ; an act of grace which seemed likely to do 
him sendee at the present crisis ; but at ibe same 
time to take sufficient security for their reappearance. 
This done, the whole body were liberated. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

All Klosteiheim was confounded bj the stoiy of 
tte myBterioiiB Masque. For the etorj had been rap- 
idly dispersed ; and on the same day it ivas made 
known in another ahape. A notice was affixed to 
the walls of several public places in these words : 

** Landgrave^ beware 1 henceforth not you^ but I, 
govern in Elosterheim. 

(Signed) Thb Masqub," 

And this was no. empty threat. Yery tfbon it 
became apparent 'Uiat some mysterious agency 
WIS really at work to coiinteract the Landgrave s 
designs. Sentinels were carried off from solitary 
posts. Ouards, even of a dozen men, were sflently 
trepanned irom their stations. By and by, other 
attacks were made, even more alarming, upon do* 
meslic security. Was there a burgomaster amongst 
the citizens who had made himself conspicuously a 
tool of the Landgrave, or had opposed the imperial 
mterest 7 He was carried off in tiie night-time from 
Ms house, and probably from the city. At first this 
was an easy task. Nobody apprehending any special 
danger to himself, no special preparations were made 
to meet it. But as it soon became apparent in what 
cause Tho Masque was moving, every person who 
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knew himself obnoxioos to attack, took means to &oe 

it. Guards were multiplied ; arms were repaired in 
eTery hoaae ; alarm-belb were htmg. For a time 
the danger seemed to diminish. The attacks were 
no longer so fretiueut. Still, wherever they were 
attempted, they sncceeded just as before. It seemed, 
in 6uot, that all the precautions taken had no otiier 
effect tiian to warn Tlie Masque of hi^i own danger, 
aiultoplaoeiiimnioreTigilaatlyonhisgiiard. Awaie 
of new defences raising, it seemed that he waited to 
see the course they would take ; once master of 
that, he was ready (as it appeared) to contend with 
them as saocessftally as before. 

Nothing could exceed the consternation of the 
city. Those even who did not £g^ within the appar* 
ent rule wUdi goyemed the attacks of The Masque 
felt a sense of indefinite terror hanging over them. 
Sleep Ikras no longer safe ; the seclusion of a man's 
piivats hearth, the secrecy of bed-rooms, was no 
longer a protection. Locks gave way, bars fell, 
doors flew open, as if by magic, before him. Anns 
seem ed useless. In some instances a party of aa 
many as ten or a dozen persons had been removed 
without rousing distuibance in the neighborhood. 
Nor was this the only circumstance of myste ry , 
Whither he could remove his victims was even more 
inoomprehensible than the means by which be auo- 
ceeded. All was daikness and fear ; and the wfaolo 
city was agitated with panic. 

It began now to be suggested that a nightly 
guard should be estabHshed, having fixed stations 
or points of rendezvous, and at intervals pai'adiiig 
the streets. This was cheerfully assented to ; for. 
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afler the first week of the mystorious attocka, it 
began to be observed that ilie imperial party were 
attacked mdiacrimuiately with tlie Swediah. Mmj 
students publicly dedaied that they had been dog^ged 
tiurough a street or two by an aimed Masque ; uth- 
QDB Jiad been suddenly omfironted by him in, imA^ 
queiited parte of the city, in the dead of night, and 
were on the point of being attacked, when some 
idann, or the approach of distant footatepSi had 
caused him to disappear. The stndents, indeed, 
more pai ticularly, seemed objects of attack ; and 
as they wese pxet^ generally attached to the inipe* 
rial interest, the motives of The Masqne were no 
longer judged to be political. Ilence it happened 
that the stndents came forward in a body, and yoloik- 
teered as members of the nightly guard. Beinf 
young, militaiy for the most part in their habits, and 
trained to support the hardiAups of night-watohing, 
they seemed peonUarly fitted for the senrioe ; and, 
as the case was no longer of a nature to awaken the 
snqptcions of the Landgn^ve, they were generaUy 
accepted and enrolled ; and with the more readiness, 
as the known Mends of that prince came forward at 
the BMime tune. 

A night-watch was thns established, which prom- 
ised security to the city, and a respite from their 
Biysterions alarms. It was distributed into eight or 
ten divisions, posted at different points, whilst a cen- 
tral one traversed the whole city at stated periods, 
and overlooked the local stations. Such an anrange- 
snent was wholly unknown at that time in every part 
of Germany, and was hailed with general applause. 

To the astonishment, however, of everybody, it 
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prored wholly inelfectiiid. HooBes were entered m 

before ; the college chambers proved no sanctuary ; 
indeed, they were attacked with a peculiar obstinacy, 
wtiich WIS nndenitood to express a spirit of retains 
tlon for the alacrity of die students in combining- for 
the public protection. People were carried oii as 
before. And conluiiial notices affixed to the gates 
of file ooOege, the oonvents, or the schhm, with the 
signature of Tiie Maaquej uanuunced to the public ' 
his determination to persist, and his contempt of the 
measures organized against him. 

The alarm of the ciuzens now became greater than 
OTor. The danger was one which courage could not 
face, nor prudence make provision for, nor wiliness 
evade. All alike, who had once been maiked out for 
attack, sooner or later fell victims to the obstinacy 
of this mysterious foe. To have received even an 
individual warning, availed them not at all. Some- 
tunes it happened that, having received notice of 
suspicious circumstances indicating that The Masque 
had turned iiis attention upon themselves, they would 
assemble round their dwellings, or in their very 
chambers, a band of armed men sufficient to set the 
danger at defiance. But no sooner had they relaxed 
in these cosily and troublesome arrangements, no 
sooner was the sense of peril lulled, and an open* 
ing mado for tlieir unrelenting enemy, than he glided 
in with his customary success ; and in a morning or 
two after, it was announced to the dty that they 

also were numberod with his victims. 

Sven yet it seemed that something remained in i 

reserve to augment the terrors of the citiiens, and | 

push them to excess. Hitherto there bad been np | 
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jmflon to think that any morderoaa violenoe had 

oocorred in Hhe mysterious rencontres between The 
MiAaqw^ and his victims. But of late, in thoae 
boosesi or college cbamben, from whioh the oooo* 
pieni had disappewed, traoee of bloodshed 
apparent in some instances, and oi ferocious coniliot 
in others. Sometimes a profoaion of hair was aeat- 
tared on the gronnd ; sometunee fragmenta of dreae, 
or splinters of weapons. Everything marked that on 
both aides, as this mystenons agency advanced, the 
passions increased in intensity; determination and 
murderous malignity on the one side, and the fury of 
resistance on the other. 

At length the last consummation was given to the 
public paiiic ; for, as if expressly to put an end to 
all doubts upon the spirit in which he conducted his 
war&re, in one house, where the bloodshed had been 
so g'reat as to argue some considerable loss of life, a 
notice was left behind in the following terms : Thus 
it is that I punish resistance ; mercy to a dieerful 
submission ; but lienceforth death to the obstinate 1 
— The Masque,'^ 

What was to be done t Some counselled a public 
deprecation of his wrath, acl Jressed to The Masque. 
But this, had it even offered any chance of succeed- 
ing^, seemed too abject an act of abasement to become 
a large city. Under any circumstances, it was too 
humiliating a confession that, in a struggle with one 
man (for no more had avowedly appeared upon the 
scene), they were left defeated and at his mercy. A 
second party counselled a treaty ; would it not be 
possible to learn the ultimate objects of The Masque ; 
and, if such as seemed capable of being entertained 
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villi hoooTi to ooBoede to hm hk demands^ in 
ezohange for aerarity to the city, aad imramiity from 

fbture molestation ? It was true that no laau knew 
wheie to seek turn i peiaonaUj ke wm hiddaa irom 
tiiieur roMh ; but ererjbo ly Isamw how to find Um s 
he was amongst them ; in their very centre ; and 
whatoyer thagr might address to him in a publio 
notioa would be anie of qieedily rmncimg hiB eye. 

After some deliberation, a summons was addressed 
to The MasquO; and exposed on the ooU^ge gatea» 
demanding of him a declanitioii of his purposes^ and 
the price which he expected for suspending them. 
The next day an answer appeared in the same sito* 
atioHj aTOwing the intention of The Maaqne to oome 
forward with ample explanation uf liis niutives at a 
proper crisis, till which, mj^re blood mast flow in 
Kloaterheim*'' 
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OHAPT£fi XI. 

IhAimrB tlie Landgraye was himself perplexed 
iid alarmed. Hitherto had believed himaelf po»* 
Mied of mil the iatrigUM, plots, or ooluqriiaoiesy 
iHrfch threatened his inftieMe in the city. Amonpj 
ihe Btudents aud aiEOug the citizens he had many 
Vios, iHio oommimicstod to him whatsoorar tiiqr 
oodd learn, whieh waa aooiotinioa more than tbo 
truth, and sometimes a good deal less. But now ho 
via mert a teniile antagoidsti wbo mored in daik« 
BMfli eimlem of hit power, inaoceadble to Ua tibeats, 
and apparently as reckless as himseii oi the quali^ 
of hit meaaa. 

Adond, wiiii all Ua Yenetiaa anbUety, waa now 

as much at fault as everybody eli^. In vain had 
they d^berated together^ day after day, upon hia 
piobable purpoaea; in tbSh had they achemed to 
intercept his person, or offered liigh rewards for 
tracing hia retreata. Snares had beeu laid ibr him iu 
Villi; every wile had proved abortive, every idot had 
been counterplotted. And both involuntarily cou- 
feflsed that they had now met with their master. 

Vazed and oontranded, fears for the fntnre atragt* 
glmg with mortification for the past, the Landgrave 
was sitting, late at night, in tho long gallery where 
ke Qsnaliy held hia oonncOa. Hewaarefleotingwtth 
anxiety on the peculiaiiy unpropitious moment at 
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wfaicA his new enemy lutd come npon the vCage ; the 

very crisis of the struggle between the Swedish and 
imperial interest in Klosterheim, wMoh would ulti- 
mfttoly detennine his own place and value in the 
estimate of his new allies. He was not of a character 
to be easily duped by mystery. Yet be could not 
but acknowledge to himaelf that there was aometfaing 
calculated to impress awe, and the sort of fear which 
ia connected with the supernatural, in the sudden 
a{»peaKancea, and yaniabings aa audden, of The 
Masque. He came, no <me could guess whence ; 
retreated, no one could guesa whither ; was inter- 
cqptedi and yet eluded arrest ; and if half the stories 
in circulation eoidd be credited, seemed inaudible in 
his steps, at pleasure to make himself invisible and 
impalpable to the very hands stretched out to detain 
him. Much of this, no doubt, was wilful ezagger»* 
tion, or the fictions of fears self-deluded. But 
enough remained, after eyexy allowance, to juatify 
an extraordinary interest in so singular a being; 
and the Landgrave could not avoid wishing that 
chance might o&r an opportunity to himself of 
observing him. 

Ppofuuiid bilence had for some time reigned through- 
out the castle. A clock which stood in the room 

» 

broke it for a moment by striUng the quarters ; and, 

raising his eyes, the Landgrave perceived that it was 
past two. He rose to retire for the night, and stood 
for a moment musing with one hand resting upon the 
table. A monieiitary feelinp: of awe came across 
him, as his eyes traveUed through the gloom at the 
lower end of the room, on the sudden thought, that 
a being so mysterious, and capable of piercing through 
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SO many impedimenta to the interior of every mansion 
in Kiosterheim, was doubtless likely enough to visit 
the castle ; nay^ it would be no ways improbabb 
that he should penetrate to this yery room. What 
bars had yet been found sufBcient to repel him T 
And who could pretend to calcolate the hour of his 
▼iflit f This night e^en might be the time which he 
would select. Thinking thus, the Landgrave was 
suddenly aware of a dusky figure entering the room 
by a door at the lower end. The room had the 
length and general proportions of a gallery, and the 
further end was so remote from the candles which 
stood on the Landgraye's table, that the deep gloom 
was but slightly penetrated by tlieir rays. Light, 
howeTer, there was, sufficient to display the outline 
of a fig^ure slowfy and inaudibly advancing up the 
room. It could not be said that the figure advanced 
Stealthily ; on the contrary, its motion, carnage, and 
bearing, were in the highest degree dignified and 
soleinn. But the feeling of a stealthy purpose was 
suggested by tl^e perlect silence ot its tread. The 
motion of a shadow could not be more noiseless. 
An«l this circumstance confirmed the Landgrare's 
first impression, that now he was on the point of 
aocomplishing his recent wish, and meeting that 
mysterious being who was the object of SO much 
awe, and the author oi so fur-spread a panic. 

fie was right ; it was indeed The Masque, armed 
cap-a-pie as usual. He advanced with an equable 
and determined step in the direction of the Land- 
grare* Whether he saw his highnesSi who stood a 
little in the shade of a large cabinet, could not be 
known; the Landgrave doubted not that he did. 
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lie was a prmcii of iina mirvQ» by canatitutkm, and 
of gpEwt inirepidilj ; yet^ m oae who dumd in the 
superstitions of his age, lie could not be expected 
miixiiij to suppress an omotim of indeimite uppre* 
twarion m he »ow beheld the eolenm afipcaecli of a 
being, who, by some unaccountable means, had tre* 
panned &o many diiiibrcut individuals liom so niaoy 
difbre&t hooees, meet of them pcepved for leli^ 
defenoe, and fenced ia by the proteotion of etone 
walls, lockis, and bare. 

The Leadgtwe, howoTer, hiei none of his proeenoo 
of mind ; mi, in the midet of his disoomposmei ee 
his eye fell upon the habiliments of this myBterious 
person, and the enns and military accoutr^nents 
which he bore, natnrelly his thoughts settled upon 
the more earthly means of annoyance which this 
martial apparition carried about him* The Lendgrwe 
was himself unarmed ; he had no arms even witihm - 
reacli, nor was it possible for him iii his present 
aitoation very speedily to summon assistance. With 
these thonghte passing rapidly throngh his mind, 
and sensible that, in ;iny view of his iiaiuie a,ud 
powers, the being now in his presence waa a very 
formidable antsgomst, the Landgrave conld not but 
feel relieved from a burden of anxious tremors, when 
he saw The Masque suddenly turn towards a door 
which opened abont halitway up the room, and led 
into a picture-gallery at right angles with tlie room in 
which they both were. 

Into the pictoie-galleiy The Mssqne passed at the 
same solemn pace, without apparently looking at the 
Landgrave. This movement seemed to argue, either 
that he poiposely deolined an interview with 
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yniioey.-^Mid Aolioight argnelMr, — or that had 
not been aware of his pre^nce. Either fiuppo^itioQ, 
ji» iiapljing tom^tbing of humi infiimify>aainMdi»- 
coMpatiMe with raiMniataral fiundtiaa. Parti j upom 

this coiibideration, and partly, perhaps, because he 

goddfifiiy recollected that the road takaa biy Xha 
Maaqne would lead him diieotly past the i|HitmiBta 

of the old seneschal, where assistance might be sum- 
mouodg the Laudgr^Te £oand hia Bpinta at thia moment 
rarive. The oonaoiougiieei of imak aad hirth alao 

came to his aid, and that sort of disdain of the asrgress- 
or, which possesses every man, brave or cowacd^ 
alike, within the walla of hia own dweltiiig. Unanaed 

aB he was, he dotormiued to pursue, aud perhaps to 
f^eak. 

The veekainta of high breeding, and the oaramo- 

nioub decorum of his rank, involuntarily checked the 
Landgrave from pursuing with a hurried pace. He 
adtaaised with hia habitoal gxmtf of atep> ao thet 
The Masque was half-way down the gallery before 
the prince entered it. This gaUeiy, furnished on each 
lide with pictoresi of which soofte were porfcraita, wee 
of great length. The Maeqne and the i>rinee eoatin* 
ncd to advance, preserving a pretty equal distance. 
It did not «3ppear by any sign or geatuie that The 
Kaaqne waa aware of the Landgraye's pnranit. 
Suddenly, however, he paused, drew his sword, 
halted) the Landgrave . alao halted; then, tuning 
half round, and waving with hia hand to the prinee 
80 as to solicit his attention, slowly The Masque 
elevated the point of hia aword to the level of a pio- 
teie — it waa the portrait of a ywng eavafierina 
hunting-drees, blooming with youth aad youthful 
VOL. a. 11 
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energy. The Iiaadgmve turned pale, Irombled, 
end wee reeftdlj agitated. The Masque kept hk 
Bword in its pusitioii fur half a minute ; then dropping 

ahook his head, aod laieed his hand with a peculiar 
ecdemnity of expression. The Landgrsre recovered 
himself, his features swelled with passion, he quiciL- 
ened his step, and again followed in pursuit. 

The Masque, however, had by tliis time tamed out 
of the gallery into a passag'e, which; aft^r a single 
curve, terminated in the private room of the senes- 
ebal. Believing that his ignorance of the localities 
was thus leading liiin on to certain capture, the Land- 
grave pursued more leisurely. The passage was 
dimly lighted; every image floated in a doody 
obscurity ; and, upon reaching the cnrvc, it seemed 
to the Landgrave that The Masque was just on the 
point of entering the seneedbat's room. No other 
door was heard to open ; and he felt assured that he 
had seen the lofty figure of Tl^ Masque gliding into 
that apartment. He i^ain quickened his steps ; a 
light burned within, the door stood ajar ; quietly the 
prince pushed it open, and entered witi the fullest 
assurance that he should here at length overtake the 
object of his pursuit. 

Great was his consternation upon finding in a room, 
which presented no outlet, not a living creature 
except Ae elderly seneschal, who lay quietly sleeps 
ing in his artn-chair. The first impulse of the prince 
was to awaken him roughly, that he might sommon 
aid and codperate in the seu^ch. One glance at a 
paper upon the table jested his haud. He saw a 
name written there, interesting to his fears beyond 
ell others in the world. His eye was riveted as by 
fiEuscinatiou to the paper. He read one instant. That 
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fliiUed liiin that flie old senefciiAl smst be 

i ecme by no counterfeit sluiiiberS; when he could thus 
surrender a secret of capital importance to the gaze 
of 1^ eye from widch, ebore all others, he mtiet 

. desire to screen it. One moment he deliberated with 
himself I the old man stirred, and muttered in his 
dreams ; the Landgram aeiaed the paper, and stood 
irresolute for an instant whether to await liis waken- 
ing, and authoritatively to claim what so nearly con* 
oened his own intmst, or to retreat with it from 

' tte room before the old man should be aware of the 
prince's viait, or his own loss. 

fiat the aeneadud, wearied peili^>a witii aome 
mstial exertion, had bnt moved in his i^air ; again 
lie composed himself to deep slumber, made deeper 
ky the waannth of a hot fire. The raying of the 
wmd, an ft whistled rotmd tine angle of the mfiosa, 
drowned all sounds tiiat could have disturbed him* 
The Landgrave secreted the paper; nor did any 
snise of Ma rank and ohaxaeter mterpoee to diedc 
him in an act so unworthy of an honorable cavalier. 
Whatever crimes he had hitherto committed or au- 
thorised, this was, perhaps, the first instance in 
which he had ofiended by an instance of petty 
knavery. He retired with the stealthy pace of a rob> 
her, anions to evade deteotion, and stole back to hia 
own apartments with an overpowerinc* interest in 

- the discovery he had made so accidentally, and with 
an anxiety to' investigate it farther, which absorbed 
for the time all other cares, uud banished from his 
thoughts even The Masque himself, whose sudden 
appearance and retreat had, in fiMSt, thrown into hia 
hands the secret which now so exclusively diatoibed 

j him. 
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Meanthie, The Masque continued to harass ihe 
Landgrave, to baiHo mmy of his wiha, and to nour 
tattUie Ids niMt poiitto BAemm, In one of Ihe vumj 
placards which he affixed to the castle prates, he 
described the Landgrave as rulixig m ikio&teiiieim by 
day , and hiiBMlf by idglii. SarotMui am^ as tbose, 
tog-ether with the practical insults which The Masque 
coatinually offered to the Landgravei by ibiling biM 
ETOwad deaignsi amhtHared tfa* prinoa'a €ariat«ncia> 
TbB injury dme to his political schemes of ainbitio«t 
at this particular aritsls wan irreparable. One after 
ona, ail tbe agenta and loola by wbom ha could hope 
to woik upon Hie oouaaela of the Kloslerbetai 
thorities had been reinoYed. Losing ilwir inlluenGe, 
ha had loat araiy prop of hia own. Nor waa tlua 
all ; he waa vapioaobed by the genaral voioa of the 
city as the original cause of a calamity which he 
bad amce ahown bimaelf impotant to zedraaa. He 
it was, and hia oanae, whkh had drawn upon the 
people so fatally trepanned the hostility of the 
myatenoua Maaque, But for hia highnaaa, aU the 
bnrgomaatexa, eaptaina, city-olBoeni, fto., would now 

be slocpiner iii their beds ; whereas, the best luto 
which could be aurmiaed for. the moat of theai waai 
that they wm sleeping in dnngeona ; aome, pediapa, 

in their giav^es. And thus the Landgrave's cause 




not mefely lost Hb WMt cBeifat porliMMy twC^ 

through their loss, deU:imii*ed tLc WAveiing ^aiiist 
himi alienated tbe km ifho if eiiBil itf Ms on tie* 
tion, end gave s lie Bg U i and e ncoia g c i gn l to Ao 
general dissatisfaction which LaJi ion^ prevailed. 

Thus it happened ihat the eommpiaaon, or s» 
pected conspintora, could not be b f un gh t to trfel, or 
to punishment without a tri;il. Anj spark of fresh 
irritation lailing upoo the pfeaeuft comimgtMe tern* 
per of the populace^ wovld not ful to p i udn ee an 
explosion. Fresh conspiratora , and real ones^ wiro 
thua encouraged to anne. The nBtreraity, tbe citj^ 
teemed with plots. The goTennent of the prince 

was exhausted with i^r^ kth^.r of tra^^nng 

sad coimteraeting them. And, bj little and little, 
HMtters came into soch a condition, tbst the oontn^ 
of the city, thoug-h still contini^l^^ in the L^indgiave's 
hands, was maintained Ijf mere martial Ibcce, and 
at the very point of the sword. And, in no long 
time, it was feared, that with «o general a pnneiple 
of hatred to combine the popnlace, and so Wge a 
dy of mititaxy sindents to iKsd tbesi, tlie halanco 
of power, ahreadj approaching to an equipoise, wonld 
be turned against the I^nd^rraTe's government. 
And, in the beet event, his hi^^mess gooU now look 
for nothing from Aehr love. All ndglit be leckoned 
for lost that could not be extorted by force. 

This state of things had been brongfat abovt by 
the dreadM Masque, seeonded, no donbt, by those 
whom he had emboldened and aroused within : and, 
as the olinisjc and downing injnry of the whole, 
eveiy day unfolded more and more the vast impori* 
ance which lUosterheiui would soon possess as the 
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oeake- md key of the movemes^ to be anticipated 
in tbe ooming campaign* An eleotoral eap wonlil 

perhaps reward the services of the Landgrave in the 
general pacification, if lie could present himself at 
the Qenoan Diet as the poaeeetor de facto of Kloeta^ 
heiiu and her territorial dependences, and with some 
imperfect possession de jure; still more, if he could 
plead the merit of having brought orer tins state, 
so important from local situation, as a willing ally 
to the Swedish interest. But to this a £ree %'ote of 
the dij was an essential pieUminazy ; and from 
that, through the machinations of The Masque, he 
was now further than ever. 
The temp« of tbe prince began to give vf$sf under 

these accumulated provocations. An enemy forever 
aiming his blows with the deadliest eiiect ; forever 
stal>bing in the dark, jet dianned and consecrated 
from all retaliation ; always met with, never to be 
found I The Landgrave ground his teeth, clenched 
.his fists, with spasme of £117. He qnaneUed with 
his ministers ; swore at the officers ; cursed the sen- 
tinels ; and the story went through Klosterheim that 
be had ki<Aed AdomL 

Certain it was, under whatever stimulus, that 
Adomi put £>rth much more , zeal at last for the 
appiEebflnsion of The Maaqne. Oome what wonU, 
he publicly avowed that six days more should not 
elapse without the arrest of this ruler of Kloster- 
heim by night.^^ He had a scheme for the purpose, 
a plot baited for snaring him ; and he pledged his 
reputation as a minister and an intriguer upon its 
entire snooess. 

On the jbUowing day, invitaiions were imed by 
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Adorni, in hia liigliiiess' name, to a masqued ball 
on that day week« The &8hion of masqued enter- 
tainments had been recently introduced from Italy 
into this sequestered nook of Germany ; and here, 
as there, it had been abased to purposes of criminal 
intrigne. 

Spite of the extreme unpopularity of the Land- 
grave with the low and middle classes of the city, 
amon^ the highest his little court still continued to 
fuTjaish a central resort to the rank and high blood 
coDTerged in such unusual proportion within the 
walls of Elosterheim. The scMoss was still looked 
to as the standard and £nal court of appeal in all 
matters of taste, elegance, and high breeding. Hence 
it naturally happened that everybody with any 
claims to such an honor was anxious to receive a 
ticket of admission ; — it became the test for ascer- 
taining a person's pretensions to mix in the first 
circles of society ; and with this extraordinary zeal 
for obtaining an admission naturally increased the 
minister's rigor and fastidiousness in pressing the 
usual investigation of the claimant's qualifications. 
Much offence was given on both sides, and many 
sneers hazarded at the minister himself, whose pre- 
tensions were supposed to be of the lowest descrip- 
tion» But the, result .was, that exactly twelve huxt- 
dred cards were issued ; these were regularly num« 
bered, and below the device, engraved upon the 
card, was impressed a seal, bearing the arms and 
motto of the Landgraves of X. 

Every precaution was taken for carrying into effect 
the scheme, with all its details, as concerted by 
Adomi; and the third day of the following week 
was announced as the day of the expected/ete. 
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Thb morning of the important day at length 
Mxiwd, and ail Kloatarheim was fiUed with expecta- 
tkm. Brm tiiose who were not amwgvt tiie inrited 

rtiared in the anxiety ; for a great scene was looked 
Sm, Mid perhapfi some tragical explosion. The /in- 
dartaUng of Adond was known ; H had been pob- 
lisiied abroad that he was solemnly pledged to eiloct 
the arrest of Tb» Maaque; and bj many it was 
briieved tiuit he wonld aa ihr aneoeed, ift the leaat^ 

as to bring on a public collision with that extraor- 
dittaiy personage. As to the issue most people 
were doubtfol, The Maaqoe heving hitherto so nni* 
formly defeated the best-laid schemes for his appre- 
hension. But it waa hardly questioned that the 
pvbho' challenge oifeied to him by Adond would 
succeed in bringiiig him before the public eye. Tfaie 
challenge had taken the shape of a public notice, 
poated np in the places where The Maeqne hed 
usually affixed his own ; and it was to ttie ibllowhig 
efiisct : " That the noble strangers now in iLioster- 
heim, end others invited to the Landgnra's /Vfot 
who migfat otherwise feel anxiety hi presentfaig them- 
Beives at the schloss, from an apprehension of meet- 
ing with the criininal distnrber of the pnblio peaoe, 
known by the appeUation of The Masque, were m> 
quested by a^itliority to lay aside all apprehensions 
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of tbat nftture, m th» moat #Mrg8lio iMMures bftd 
been adopted to present or oiuurtM «poa the spot 

any such insufferable intrusion ; and for The Masque 
Mmaaif, if lie presumed to disturb tlie compa&jr by 
Ui prenencoi he would be seised where he stood, 
and, without further iuquiry, committed to the pro- 
Tost-marslial for iastaut oxaouti(m ; — on which ao- 
OQQitt^ all persona were waned carefollj to forbear 

from iiiLiUisions of simple curiosity, since in tliu liuny 
of the moment it might be dilhcuit ta niake the 
isq;aMte distmctuxiHi." 

H was anticipated that this insulting notice would 
Eot long go without an answer from The Masque* 
imoidiiigly, on the foUowhig morning, a plaoMd^ 
equally conspicuous, was posted up in the same 
public places, side by side with that to which it 
nphed. It was eonched ia the following teims : 

That he who ruled bj night in Klosterheim conld 
not suppose himself to be excluded froui a noctumai 
/ite giiren bjr anj peiwm in that oilj. That he must 
be allowed to bdieve himself invfted tqr the fitiikoe, 
and would certainly have the honor to accept his 
b^ihnesa' obliging summons. With regard to the 
low personalities addressed to himself, tiiet he eonld 
not descend to notice anything of tliat nature, 
OQffliing from a man so alyeot as Adomi, until he 
should first have deaied himself from the impntation 
of having been a tailor in Venice at the time of the 
Sfiamah conspiracy in 1618, and banished from that 
city, not foot any suspicions that oonld have settled 
upon him and his eight journeymen as making up 
one conspirator, but on aooount of some professional 
tusks ia makbg a doublet for the Doge. For the 
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restp lie repeated that lie would not ML to meet tbB 
Luidgswe and ius honorable oompany/^ 

An Klosteilieim laughed at this pubUo mortiftci^ 

tioii oHered to Adorni^B pride ; for that ininkter had 
ineiiExed the public dialike as a foreigner, and their 
hatred on the aoore of priyate duaracter. Adonii 
himself foamed at the mouth with rage, impoteut for 
tiie present, but whioh he prepared to give deadly 
effeot to at the proper time. But, whilst it laughed, 
Klosterheim also trembled. Some persons, indeed, 
were of opinion that the auswer of The Masque wa« 
» mere sportive effusion of malice or pleasantry ^rom 
the students, who had suHcred so much by his 
annoyances. But the majOTity, amongst whom waa 
Adexni himself, thought otherwise. Apart even 
from the reply, or the insult which had provoked it, 
the general impresaioa was, that The Masque would 
not have fidled in attending a festival, which, by the 
very costume which it imposed; oflered so favorablo 
a cloak to his own mysterious purposes. In tliis 
persuasion, Adonii took all the precautions which 
personal vengeance and Venetian subtlety could 
suggest, for availing himself of the single opportu- 
nity that would, perhaps, ever be allowed him for 
entriipping this public enemy, who had now become 
a private one to himself. 

Theee various incidents had fiumished abundsnt 
matter for conversation in Klosterheim, and had 
carried the puUic expect it ion to the highest pitch 
of anxiety, some time before the great evening 
arrived. Leisure had been allowed for fear, and 
every possible anticipation of the wildest character, 
to unfold themselves. Hope, even, amongst many. 
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I mm a predramMmt mMtkm. ImMbb ime pr^ 

paring far h3n9teric». Osvmlfeni, beBides the swords 
wluch they wore as re^lar articles of dress, were 
pioviding themfielres with stilettoes againtt uj 

sodden rencoiitre hand to hvoii, or any unexpected 

buipiise. Armorers and furbishers of weapoiii» were 
as mnch in request as the more appropriate artists 
who minister to such festal occasions. These again 

were summoned to give their profesisioyul aid and 
I attendance to an extent so much out of proportion 
to Aeir numbers and their natural power of exer- 
tion,, that they were harassed beyond all physical 
capacity of endurance^ and found their ingenuity 
more heavily taxed to find personal substitutes 
among"8t the trades most closely connected with 
their own^ than in any of the contrivances which 
mote properly fell within the business of their own 
art. Tailors, horse-milliners, shoemakers, friseurs, 
drapers, mercers, tradesmen of every description, 
and servants of erery class and denomination, were 
summoned to a sleepless activity — each in his sev- 
eral vocation, or in some which he undertook by 
proxy. Artificers who had escaped on political 
motives iroia Xurembur^- and other imperial cities, 
or firom the sack of Magdeburg, now showed their 
ingenuity, and their readiness to earn the bread of 
industry; and if Klosterheim resembled a hive in 
the close-packed condition of its inhabitants, it was 
now seen titat the resemblance held good hardly less 
in the industry which, upon a sufficient excitement, 
it was able to develop. But, in the midst of all 
tikis stir, dpi, and unprecedented activity, whatever 
occupation each man found for his thoughts or for 
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hm hands in hia separate employments, all liearte 
wwre nuMtered bjr one domineering interoat— ^ 
approaching ocdHmon of the Landgrave, before bis 
assembled court, with the mysterious agent who 
had so long tronbled his repose* 
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Tn daj at lesgth urrivBcl ; the fnards were postad 
i& \mu8ual gtreugth ; the pti^es ui huiu>rj and aap- 
vaAti m tiieir stato-dreaaea, drawn iq^ in Umg 
aad gorgeous files alonr Ae aidaa of the vwtt OoIUd 
haUs, which ran ia coatmued succession from the 
fiont of the aoMoas to the nioi« modem aaloona in tke 
lear ; bands of miU^aiy mnaio, colkeied from amongat 
the ibreign prisoners of yarious nations at Vienna, 
weie atatioiMd in their national ooatrane — Italian^ 
Hfmgarian, Taikkb, or Oroatian — in the lofty gall»> 
ries or corridors which ran round the halls ; and the 
deep tbnndeis of the ketHe-dmnia, reiioYed by cymr 
bals and wind-inainunenla, began to fill the mami of 
the palace as early as seven o'clock in the eveiiiag ; 
for at that hour, aocojrdiag to the ooatoin then eatab- 
lidied in Oeimany, aoeh entertainments oommenoed* 
Repeated volleys from long lines of musketeers, 
drawn up in the square, and at the other entrances 
of ibe palace, with the deep roar of artillery, an* 

nounced the arrival of the more distinguished vis- 
itors ; amongst whom it was rumored that several 
officers in snpreme command from the Swedish oamp» 
aheady collected in the neighborhood, were this 
aight coming incognito — availing themselves of their 
maaqnea to visit the Landgiwe, and improve the 
terms of their alliance, whilst they declined the risk 
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which they might have brought on tbemaeives fagr 

too open a visit, in their own avowed characters and 
persoDB, to a town so unsettled in its state of feelings 
and 80 friendly to the emperor, as JEJostexheixn had 
notoriously become. 

i^ rum seven to mm o'clock, in one unbroken line of 
Bucoeaaion, gorgeous parties streamed along throogii 
the halls, a distance of lull half a quarter of a mile, 
until they were checked by the barners erected at 
ibe entrance to the first of the eBteriauiiag rooms, aa 
the station for examining the tickets of admission. 
This duty was fulfilled in a way which, though really 
xigoioiis in the eztveme, gave no inhospitable annoy* 
ance to the ▼isitors ; the barriers themselves con- 
cealed their jealous purpose of hostility, and in a 
manner disavowed the secret awe and mysterions 
terror which brooded over thfe evening, by the beauty 
of their external appearance. They presented a 
triple line of gilt lattioe-work, rising to a great alti* 
tnde, and connected with the fretted roof by pendent 
draperies of the most magnificent velvet, intermin- 
gled with banners and heraldic trophies suspended 
from the oeiKng, and at mtervah slowly agitated in 
the currents which now and then swept these aerial 
heights. In the centre of the lattice opened a singla 
gate, on eadi side of which were stationed a couple 
of sentinels armed to the teeth ; and this arrange- 
ment was repeated three times, so rigorous was the 
vigilance employed. At the second of the gates, 
where the bearer of a forged ticket wuuld have found 
hhnseif m a sort of trap, with absolately no possibi]^ 
iiy of escape, erery individaal of each sucoessive 
party presented his card of admission, and, fortu- 
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I nately for tiie convenience of the company^ Ib mm» 
fiequence of the particular precaution xtmd, one mo* 
mw^B mspectkm sofficed. The oardi hmd b&m 
inmd to Hie parties invited not Tery loof^ be for e the 
time ol assembling ; consequently, as each was Bcaled 
with m prhrste Beai of the Landgnm't, Mmlpftond 
daboimt^ with ttmotiftl bearinga, fcrgeiyiroiiU 
have been next to impossible. 

IheBS amngementa, howffrer, wem mada lathar 
ta i«lia^ fte oompany bom tibe too powerfU teima 
whieb haunted them, and to possess them fiom the 
finit with a aenae of aaoniity, than for the aatiafcO' 
tkm of Hie Tiandg'fave or Ida miniater. ^niey weva 
sensible that The Masque had it in his power to com- 
mand an acceea fiom the interior — and thia it ioomad 
BiKt to impoaaiUe ahogetiier to prarent ; nor waa 
tfial Indeed the wish of Adorni, but rather to facili- 
tate hia admission, and afWrwarda, whw aatisftad of 
Ua actvial {oeaeiiee, to bar np aU poaaibffity of retreats 
Accordingly, the interior arrange uients, though per- 
fectly prepared, and ready to cloaa np at the woid 
of eommand, were Ibr the preaent but negligently 
enforced. 

Thus stood matters at nine o'clock, by which time 
npwarda of a thonaand peraona had aaaembled ; and 

in ten luiimtcs more an officer reported that the 
whole twdlve hundred were preaent, without one 
deiiQlter. - 

The Laiidgrave had not yet a|>peared, his minister 
having reoeived the company ; nor was he expected 
to appear for an honr— in reality, he was ooen p i e d 
iu political discussion with some of the illustrious 
incogniios. But thia did not interfere with the prog- 
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could be more impressive than the far-stretchiDg 
eplendaitt oi th^ spectacle. 

In one immdnM MiloQfii> tweWo himdied ottvdiMi 
and ladies, attired in the unrivalled pomp of that 
age, were arra&gmg thainaelves for one of the ma^ 
BiiioMit Himgarian daaoea^ wbkk tba emperar's 
court at Vienna had transplanted to tibe eamp of 
Wallensiemi and thence to all the great house s of 
Gtatmaay. BeTiea of noble woiiieii« in wfiry ▼arialgr 
of fancilhl oocrtume, hot in each eonsldeTable gronp 
presenting deep masses oi black or purple velvet, oa 
wiiioh, with the moot sirikiiig edTaatage of ittdienft 
lay the costly pearl omaments, or the sump* 
tuous jewels, so generally significant in those times 
of liigh aaooeteel pratenrioni, intevoiiegled with Ike 
drooping pliuMa of martial oaTaliem, who ptMoatod 
almost univerBally the tjoidierly air of frankneso 

which belonga to aotive lorviee, mixed with the 
OeatiEaa gramlmma that ttQl bioathod throng^ the 

o«nps of Germany, emanating originally from the 
HiagsiAoeat ooorta of Bruaefik, of Mpdrid^ and of Yi* 
enna, and propagated to this age by the links of Tilly, 
the Bavaxian commander, and Wallenstein, the more 
thaa prinoely oonuaander Sox the emperor. Figeiee 
and habiliments ea oommanding were of themselvee 
enough to fill the eye and occupy the imagination; 
but, beyond all this, feelings of awe and mysteiji 
under mora shapes than one, brooded over the whole 

scene, and difi'used a tone of suspense aud intense 
excitement throughout the vast asaenU^y* It was 
known that fllnetrioos strangers were present mcog- 

nUo. There now began to be some reason f^r antici* 
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yftttttg a giwt tettle in tiie Mighborliood. The ma 

' were now present, perhaps, the very hands were now 
visibly displayed for the coming dance, which in a 
ftir days, or eren hours (ao rapid were the moye* 

ti6&ts at this period), were to wield the truncheon 
tbat might lay the CathoUc empire prostrate, or 
ai^t mould the deetiny of Europe for centoriee. 
B^en this feeling gave way to one still more envel- 

! oped in shades — The Masque I Would he keep his 
promne, and appear ? might he not be there alrMdy f 
ingbt be not even now be moving amongst them ? 

1 ffiay he not, even at this very moment, thought each 
penm, secretiy be near me — or eren touching my- 
•rff — or haunting my own steps ? 

i Yet again thought most people (for at that time 
kttdly anybody affected to be incredulous in matters 
•Hfed to the supernatural), was this mysterious being 

! liable lo touch ? Was ho not of some impassive na- 
tiire, inaudible, invisible, impalpable t Many of his 
escapes, if truly reported, seemed to argue as much. 
If, then, connected with the spiritual world, was it 
nith the good or the evil in that inscrutable region ? 
But, then, the bloodshed, the torn dresses, the marks 
of deadly struggle, which remained behind in some 
of those cases where mysterious disappearances had 
©ccurred, — these seemed undeniable arguments of 
murder, foul and treacherous murder. Every attempt, 
ia short, to penetrate the mystery of this being^s nsr 
tiire, proved as abortive as the attempts to intercept 
his person ; and all efforts at applying a solution to 
fte difficulties of the case made the mystery even 
BMMce mysterious. 
These thoughts, however, generally as they per- 
voi. n. 12 
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vaded the company, would Lave given way, for a time 
at least, to the excitemeat oi the scene ; for a suddea 
clapping of hands from some officers of the house- 
hold, to enforce attention, and as a signal to the 
orchestra iu one oi the gaUexies, at this moment pro^ 
dainfeed ihad the dances weie on the point of ooai> 
mencing in anotlier half-minute, when suddenly a 
shriek irom a temaie, and then a loud, tumnitiious cry 
from a mnliitade of voices, aanooneed some ftaifid 

catastrophe ; and iu the next moment a bhout of 
^< Murder froze the blood of the timid amongi^ the 
company* 
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So ▼asi was the saloon, that it had been impoesi-^ 

ble, through the maze of figures, the confusion of 
colors, and the mingling of a thoosand Yoioes, that 
anything ahonid be |>erceiTed distinctly at the lower 

end of all that was now passing at the upper. Still, 
ao awM is the mystexy of life, and so hideous and 
aoenrsed in man's imagination is erer j secret eztino- 
tion of toat consecrated lamp, that no news thrills 
80 deeply, or travels so rapidly. Hardly could it be 
seen in what direction, or through whose oommnni* 
cation, yet in less than a minute a movement of 
sympathizing horror, and uplifted hands, announced 
that the dreadM news had reached them. A mar- 
der, it was said, liad been committed in the palace, 
l^^ies began to isdxxtf others hastened away in 
Karch of ftiends ; others to leam-fhe news more ao* 
curately ; and soiae of the gentlemen, who thought 
themselves sufficiently privileged by rank, hurried 
off with a stream of agitated inquirers to the interior 
of the castle, in searcli of the scene itself. A few 
only passed the guard in the first moments of con- 
feakm, and penetrated, with the agitated Adomi, 
through the long and winding passages, into the 
very scene of the murder. A rumor had preva^iled 
fin* a moment that the Landgfave was himself the 
victim J and as the road by which the agitated house- 
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hoU condncted them took a direction towards ids 

highness^ suite of rooms, at first Adomi had feared 
that result. Kecoveriog his self-possession, how* 
ever, at leng^, he learned that it was die poor old 
seneschal upon whom the blow had fallen. And he 
pressed on with more coolness to the dreadful spec* 
tacle. 

The poor old man was stretched at his length ou 
the floor. It did not seem that he had struggled 
with the mnrdeier. Indeed, from some appearaaoee, 
it seemed probable that he had been attacked whilst 
sleeping ; and though he had received three wounds, 
it was pronoimced by a Burgeon that one of them 
(and (hat, from circumstanoefl, the first) had been 
anficient to extinguish life. He was discovered by 
his daughter, a woman who held some respeotaUe 
place amongst the servants of the castle ; and every 
presumption concnrred in fixing the time of the 
dreadful scene to about one hour before. 

" Such, gentlemen, are the acts of this atrocious 
monster, this Masque, who has so long been the 
Bcoxsfge of Klosteriieim,^' said Adomi to ihe strangers 
who had accompanied him, as they turned away on 
their return to the company ; " but this very night, 
I trust, will put a bridle in his mouth.'' 

God grant it may be so I said some. But oth- 
ers thought the whole case too mysterious for conjec- 
tures, and too solemn to be decided by presumptions. 
And in the midst of agitated discussions on the so4^ 
they had just witnessed, as well as the whole history 
of The Masque, the party j^tumed to the saloon. 

Under ordinary circumstances, this dreadM event 
would have damped the spirits of the company j as it 
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already had possession oi all preseat, and raise a 
more iotenfie expectatiaii of the vkii ao puUiclj 
nonnoed by Hie Kaaqve. It aeemed aa though he 
iiad perpetrated this recent marder merely by way of 
laviving the impression of his own dreadfol ohaiao* 
tar in Kloaterheim, which might have decayed a litde 
of late, in all its original strengih and freshness of 
Bovelty ; or^ as though he wished to send imme- 
diately belbra Mm an act of alnxsity that ahoold form 
aii appropriate herald or harbinger of his own en- 
trance upon the scene. 

Dreadful, however, aa tfaia deed of darkneaa waa, 
it seemed of too domestic a nature to exercise any 
continued influence upon ao distinguished an aaaem? 

so numerous, ao aplendid, and brought together 
at so distingnished a summons. Again, therefore, the 
i&asquea prepared to mingle in the dance ; again the 
ognal was given ; again the obedient orcheate pr^ 
luded to the coming fcitraiud. In a moment more, the 
fall tide of harmony swept along. The vast saloon, 
and its echoinj^ roof, rang with the storm of music. 
The masques, with their floating plumes and jewelled 
csps, glided through the hue mazes of the Hungarian 
dances. All was one magnificent and tempestuous 
confusion, overflowing with the luxury of sound and 
sight, when suddenly, about midnight, a trumpet 
sounded, the Landgrave entered, and all was hushed. 
The glittering crowd arranged themselves iu a half- 
circle at the upper end of the room ; his highness 
went rapidly round, saluting the company, and re- 
ceiving their homage in return. A signal was again 
made ; the music and the dancing were resumed ; and 
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moh mm the meSmMtim mod tha tarbiileBt d^gbt 

amongst the gayer part of the company, from the 
eommingling of youthful blood with wine, lights, 
nraaie, and tetal oonTdtsatkm, thmt, with mmaj, wSL 
thoughts of the dreadful Masque, wlio reigned by 
xti|^t in Klottterheizu/^ had faded before the exhilara- 
tion of the moment. Midnie^t had oome ; the dread- 
ful apparition had not yet entered ; young ladies 
began tiinidij to jest upon the sutgect; though as yet 
bat family^ and in a tone aomewhat aerious for a 
jest ; and young cavalierB, who, to do them justice, 
had deiived most part oi their terrors from the su- 
pera ti t ion a Tiew of tbe caae, pioteated to their part- 

liciis thai if TJie Masque, on making his appearance, 
should conduct himseii in a manner unbecoming a 
cavalier, or offenaiTe to the ladiea pxeaent^ they 
should feel it their duty to chastise him; "though,'' 
Raid they, with respect to old Adorni^ should The 
Maaqne think proper to teach him better mamiera, or 
even to cane him, we shall not Had it necessary to 
interfere." 

Sereral of the very yonng budim proteated that, of 

all things, they should like to sec a battle between 
old Adorni and The Masque, " such a love of a quia 
that old Adomi iaP' whilat otheia debated whether 
The Masque would turn out a young man or an old 
one ; and a few elderly maidens mooted the point 
whether he were likely to be a sing^ gentleman, 
or burdened with a wife and family." These and 
similar discussions were increasing in vivacity, and 
kindling more and more gayety of repartee, when sud- 
denly, with the effect of a funeral knell upon their 
murth, a whisper began to drculaie that ihere wm 
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mt Mmqne ioo many At company. PeriOM had been 
fltitioned by Adomi in diifereut gaUeriafli with in- 
ilnctumB to note Mooimtely the dieee of tmy p«p* 

BOD in the company ; to watch the motions of every 
one who gave the filightest cause for aaspicioni by 
BtindiBg aloof from the rest of the MMmbly, or by 
ny other peculiarity of maimer ; bat, above all, to 
count tho numbcib ui the total assembly. This last 
ngonotiQn wm more easily obqred than at int cic^i 
leenied poAriUe. At fhie time the Hungarian dancea, 
which required a certain number of partners to exe- 
Gale the moyementaof the figure, were of themaelYea 
a nifficient register of the fnreciee amount of peraem 
engaged ia them. And, as these dances continued 
inr a long time uadiatarbed, this calcolation ooee 
ude, left no further oomputalioii neoeeimry, than 
simply to take the account of all who stood other- 
wise engiiged. This Uat, being much the amaUiar 
one, waa eoon made; and the reports of sereral 
different observers, stationed in different galleries, 
and checked by each other, ail tallied in reporting a 
total of just lioelue himirei and om persoMp after 
every allowance was made for the known members 
o£ the Landgraya'a suite, who were all unmasqued. 

Tkis 'report was announeed with eonsideraUe 
trepidation, in a very audible whisper, to Adorni 
and the Landgrave. The buaz of agitation attracted 
htttiat att^tion ; the whisper was loud enough to 
catch the ears of several ; the news went rapidly 
^dUng through the room that the company was 
too many by one : all the ladies trembled, their 
knees bhook, their voices jRedled, they stopped in the 
^ery middle of questions, answers halted for their 
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ocmdiunoii, and were neyer mm reraembeied by 

either party ; the very music began to falter, the 
lij^ts seemed to wane and sicken ; for the tact was 
now too evideiit tbat The Masque had kept hsa 
appointment, and was at this moment in the room 
''to meet tiie Landgrave and his honorable comr 
pany/' 

• Adomi and the Landgrare now walked apart from 
the rest of the household, and were ubviousiy consult- 
ing together on the next step to be taken, or on tihe 
proper moment for ezecnting one which had already 
been decided on. Some crisis seemed approaching, 
aad the knees of many ladies knocked together, as 
they anticipated some cruel or bloody act of wert- 
geance. 0 poor Masque 1 sighed a young lady, 
in her tender4iearted concem for one who seeoied 
now at the mecry of his enemies ; ^' do yon think, 
«r," addressing her partner, " they will cut him to 
pfeoesr' — "0, that wicked old Adomi ex- 
claimed another ; I know he will stick the poor 
Masque on one side, and somebody else will stack 
him on the other; I know he will, becaose The 
Masque called him a tailor ; do yon think he was a' 
tailor, sir ? " — ' ' Why, really, madam, he walks like 
a tailor ; but, then, he must be a very bad one, con- 
sidering how ill his own clothes are made ; and 
iJuU, you know, is next door to being none at all* 
Bat, see, his highness is going to stop the mosic.'' 

In ftct, at that moment the Landgrave made a 
signal to the orchestra : the music ceased abruptly ; 
and his highness, adrancing to the company, who 
stood eagerly awaiting*^hiB words, said : lUostriona 
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cause I will reqimt of you all to take your seals.'' 

The company olx^ yed, every one eouglit iha chair 
next to him, or, if a lady, aooaptod tbat wfaick was 
offered by tbe es^aUer at her (ride. The standers 
continually diminished. Two imndred were iett, one 
fanndred a&d eigfa^* sixty, twsnly, till at last 
they were reduced to two, — both gentlemen, who 
had been att^udiog upon ladies. They were sud- 
denly aware of tbefr own ritnation. One ohafr only 

remained ont of twelve hundred. Eager to exonerate 
himself from suspicion, each sprang furiously to this 
•eat; eaeh atteined it at the same moment, and easii 

possessed himself of part at the same instant. As 
they happened to be two elderly, corpulent men, the 
yoonger ca^aliere, nnder all tiie restninta of the 
moment, the panic of the company, and the Land- 
gravels presence, could not forbear laughing ; and 
the more spirfted amongst the young ladies canght 
the infection, 

Hia highness was little In a temper to l^ook this 
levity, and hastened to reKere the joint ocenpanta 

of the chair from the ridicule of their situation. 

Enough!^' he exclaimed, enough 1 All my 
frmids are leqnested to xesnme the situation moat 
agreeable to them ; my purpose is answered. Tho 
prince was himself standing with all his household, 
and, as a point of respect, all the company rose. 

t/ow tcere," whispered the young soldiers to 
their fair companions.) 

Adofni now came forward. It is known,^' said 
he, " by trials more than sufficient, that some in- 
truder, with the worst intentions, has crept into this 

VOL. n. 18 
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honorable compuiy. The ladlee preeent will there- 
fore have the goodness to retire apart to the lower 
end of the ealoon, whikt the noble cavaliers will 
preeent themeelTes in mooeaeioii to six oJBoeni of 
his highness^ household, to whom they will privatelj 
couiiniuQioat& their names and quality.'' 

Thie axrangement was complied with, — not, bow- 
ever, without the exchange of a few flying jests on 
the part of the younger cavaliers and their fair partr 
Mm, as they aepsiated for the purpose. The cara- 
liers, who were rath^ more than fire hundred in 
number, went up as they were summoned by tb0 
number maiked npon their oards of admission, and, 
privately communicating witii some one of the offl* 
cers appointed, were soon told off, and filed away to 
the ri^t of the LandgcaTO, waiting finr the mgnal 
which should give them peimisffion to icgoin their 
parties. 

All had been now told off, within a score* These 
were clustered together in a group ; and in that 
group imdoubtedJy was The Masque. Every eye 
was converged upon this small knot <tf cavidieni ; 
eadi of the spectators, according to his fimoy, se- 
lected the one who came nearest in dress, or in 
personal appearance, to his precmioeptions of that 
mysterioQS agent. Not a word was uttered, not a 
whisper ; hi^rdly a robe was heard to rustle, or a 
featiier to wave. 

The twenty were rapidly reduced to twelve, these 
to six, the six to four — three — two ; the tale of the 
invited was complete, and one man remained behind. 
That was, past doubting. The Masque t 
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" Te£R£ stands lie that govcrus Klosterlieim bj 
nghtr^ thought eyery cmMiup, m ha ndmmnd 
to ineroe the gloomy befaig's ocmonhMnt with pin- 
etrating eyes, or, by scrutiny ten times repeated, 
U{ wmMaqoB the din&ftl semia which luzfcod btiaeth 
Uidisgvkie. "There»tuidB the gloomy nundnor I " 
thougiit auolher. *' There stands the poor detected 
erimiiial/^ thought the pi^jing young ladiM, who 
m the next moment miiet lay bece hie breait to the 
Landgrave's musketeers." 

The figure, meantinM, stood tnnquil and ooUeotad, 
ipiMiently not in the leaet diatnihed Ij the oon- 
sciousness of his situation, or the breathless siis- 
paose of more thaa a thousand spectators of raak 
and eminent station, all bending their looka upon 
himself. He had been leaning against a marble 
column, as if wrapped up in revery, and careless of 
ereiything about him. But when the dead ailenoe 
announced that the ceremony was closed, that he 
only remainod to answer ibr himself, and upon pal- 
pable proof ^ evidence not to be gainaayed — inc»* 
pable of answering satisfactorily ; when, in fact, it 
was beyond dispute that here was at length revealed, 
in bodily preaence, b^ure the eyea of thoae whom 
he had so long hauut(Ml willi terrors, The Masque of 
ii^storheim, — it was natarally expected that now« 
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at least, he wouM show alarm and trepidation ; that 
he would prepare for deience, or address hinaaelf to 
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Far uthtiwitio 1 Cooler than any one person be- 
side in the saloon, he stood, like the marble coloom 
i^^ainstwiiieh he hsd beenradining, upiight, mas^j, 
and imperturbable. lie was enveloped in a voUimiii- 
ous mantle, which, at this moment, with a leisurely - 
mMtuMf be sufimd to ML act Us feet, and displayed • 

figure in which the i^racc uf an Antinoub niet witli 
the columnar strength of a Grecian iLerouloSi — pro- 
Mitiiig, ia its iout swsssitb, the nu^estie pKoportUnui 
of a Jupiter. He stood — a breathing statue of 
gladiatorial beauty, towering above all wbo were 
Mar faim, aad ed^Mring the noblest q[>eeisieiis of the 
baniaii Ibnn which the martial assembly presented. 
A buzz of admiration arose, which in the iollow in^ 
moment was snqrended by the dnbkHis xeooUeotioiis 
investing' Us pest appearances, and the terror whkA 
waited even on his present movements. He was 
enned to the teeth ; and he was obriously pteperiqg 
to move. 

Not a word had jet been spoken ; so tomultuous 
was the snccc es i an of snrpxises, so ndzed and oon* 
ttetfag ike feelings, so intense the anxfety. The 
arrangement of the groups was this ; At the lower 
half of the roomi but starting ferwsrd in attitudes 
of admiratkm or suspense, wete the ladies of Kloe- 
terheim. At the upper end, in the centre, one hand 
ramed to bespeak attention, was The Masque of 
Kloetexlieim. To his left, sad a UMe behind him, 
witii a subtle Venetian countenance, one hand wav- 
ing back a half file of musketeers* and the other 
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the wily uanustcr Adorni, creeping nearer and nearer 

with a stealthy stride. To hia right was the great 

body of Kiofteiheiaa cMitiim, a eooro of fltiidenta 

and yonng officers pressing forward to the front; 

but in advance of the wiioie, the Landgrave of X — , 

bMghtji lowering, and throwing out locAa of daifr 

anoe. were tiie poaitiona and attttudes in | 

which the first di^scovery of The Masque had bop* i 

priaed them ; and thane tfaaj atUl letauied* Lean 

dignified spectatora were looking downwifda ftoat 

the galleries. I 

Snixender 1 waa the firat wofd by whioh ailanoa 
was broken ; it came from the Landgrave. 

Or die 1 " exclaimed Adomi. 

Be diea in my oaae/' r^<^ed the priaoe. 
Hie Masque still rained his hand with the aetieii 
of one who bespeaks attention. Adorui he deigned 
not to notion. Siigfatiy in^oiiag hia head to the 
Landgrave, in a tone to which it might be the head- 
dress of elaborate steel work that gave a sepulchral 
tone, he replied ; 

. "The Maaqne, who mlea in Kloatevhefan by ni^t, 

aorrenders not. lie can die. But first he will com- 
plete the ceremony of the night; he wiU reveal him* 
aelf." 

"That is superfluous/' exclaimed Adorni ; "we 
need no further leTeletiona. Beisfie him, and lead him 
ont to death I - 

" Dog of an Italian I " replied The Masque, draw- 
ing a dag * from his belt, " die first yourself I ^' And 

* Dag, & tort of piltol w wUm* 

• 1 
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80 saying, he slowly turned and levelled iiie barrel 
at Adorni^ who fled with two bounds to the soldiers 
in the rear. Tlien, withdrawing the weapon haatHj, 
he added, in a tone of oool contempt, Or brkfle 
that coward^s tongue.'' 

But this was not the minister's intention. Seise 
him 1 he eried again impetnondy to the soldiers, 
lajiug his hand on the arm of the foremost, and 
pointing tiiem forward to their prey. 

No I ^' said the Landgrave, with a commandiDg 
▼oioe ; "halt I I bid you." Something there was 
in the tone, or it might be that there was something 
in his private reeolleotions, or eomeHiing in the 
general mystery, which promised a discovery that 
he feared to lose by the too precipitate vengeanoe of 
the Italian. What is it, mysterions being, that you 
would reveal f Or who is it that you now believe 
interested in yoor revelations ? 

ToiBsel£ — Prince, it wonld seem that yon have 
me at your mercy : wherefore, then, the coward haste 
of this Venetian hound ? I am one ; yon are many. 
Lead me, tiien, out ; shoot me. Bnt no : freely I 
entered this hall ; freely I will leave it. If I must 
die, I will die as a soldier. Snch I am ; and neither 
nmagate from a foreign land, nor''--- taming to 
Adurni — " a base mechanic." 

''But a murderer shrieked Adomi: ''but a 
^ murderer ; and with hands yet reeking from innocent 
blood ! " 

'' iiiood, Adomi, that I will yet avenge. -^Prince, 
yon demand tiie nature of my revelations. I will 

reveal my name, my quality, and my mission." 
"And to whomf 
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*'To yourself, and none beside. And, as a pledge 
&c the amcentjir of my dMtcoY&nm, I will first of all 
oonumiiiieate a dreftdfid secfiei, known, as yon ftodlj 
believe, to none but yuur highness. Prince, dare 
you receive my revelations ? " 

Speaking thos, Tlie Hasqne took cme step to the 

rear, turning Lis back upon the luorn, and by a 
posture signified his wish that the Landgiare ahould 
acoompany him. Bat at this motion ten or a doMii 
of the foremost among the young cavaliers started 
iorward in advance of the Landgrave, in part forming 
a hatfcixcle about hie peiwm, and in part oommand* 

ing the open doorway. ' 

''He is armed 1'^ they ezolaimed; "and trebly 
armed: will your highnesa approaoh him too 

nearly ? 

I fear him not,'' said the Landgrave, with some- 
thing of a contemptnoQS tone. 

" Wherefore should you fear me ? retorted The 
Maaque, with a manner so tranquil and serene as 
inTolnntaiily to disarm anapicion. Were it poasiUe 
that I should seek the life of any man here in partic- 
ular, in that case (pointing to the hre-arms in his 
belt), why shonld I need to come nearer t Were it 
possible that any should find in my conduct here a 
motive to a personal vengeance upon myself, which 
of yoo is not near enough t Has yonr highness the 
courage to trample on such terrors ? 

Thus challenged, as it were, to a trial of his coni^ 
age before the asscimWied rank of Klosterheim, the 
Landgrave waved off all who would have stepped 
forward < > iliciously to his support. If he felt any 
tremors, he was now sensible that pride and princely. 
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ikmox called upon him to dissemble tliem. And, 
pffobAbly, that sort of traMn wiiidi lie feit m tmI* 

ity did not point in a direction to which physical 
support, such as was now tendered, could liave been 
available. He hesitated no longer, but strode ibr* 
ward to meet The Masque. His highness and The 
Masque met near the archway of the door, in the 
▼eiy centre of the groups* 

AVith a thrilling lane, deep, piercing, full of 
ahurm, The Masque began thus : 

''To win your confidence, foterar to estabUeh 
credit with your highness, I will first of all reveal 
the name of that murderer who this night dared to 
poUnte your palace with an old man's blood* Prince, 
bend your ear a little this way." 

With a shudder, and a visible effort of sf If-com- 
mand, the LandgraTe incMned his ear to The Masque, 
who added,— 

Your highness will be shocked to hear it : 
then, in a lower tone, Who could have beUered 
it ? — It was — — All was pronounced clearly 
and strongly, except the last word — the name of 
the murderer; Aol was made andiUe only to tiie 

Landgrave's ear. 

Sudden and tremendous was the effect upon the 
j^nnce : he reeled a few paces off; put his band to 
the hilt of his sword ; smote his forehead ; threw 
frenzied looks upon The Masque, — now half implor* 
ing, now dark witii vindictive wrath« Then suc- 
ceeded a pause of prcfoundest silence, during whkh 
all the twelve hundred visitors, whom he had himself 
assembled as if expressly to make them witaewes 
of this extraordmary scene, and of the power wttih 
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tempestuous strife of passions, were loukiag aad 
hearkeaing witk aeiuses oa tbo sUetoh to pierce tho 
▼ail of ailance aad of diatanaa. At laat the Land* 
grave mastered his emotiott sulBcientlj to aay. 
Well, air, what next ? 
Next cornea a ravelatioii of another kuid ; and 
T warn you, sir, that it will not be less trying to the 
nerves. For thia first I needed your ear ; now I 
aball need your eyea. Think again^ prince, whetihar 

you will stand the trial/' 

Pshaw 1 6ii% you triiie with me; again I teU 
yon But hete the Landgrave apoke with an 

aflfectatiuri of composure, and with an efibrt that did 

not escape notice ; — again I tell you that I jfoar 
yon not. Go on*'' 

" Then come forward a little, please your hi,L;]i- 
ness, to the light of this lamp/' So saying, witii a 
step or two in advanoe, he drew the |«inoe nader the 
powerful glare of a lamp suspended near the great 
archway of entrance from the interior of the palace. 
Both were now atanding with their &oea entirdy 
averted from the spectators. Still more eflfectually, 
however, to screen himself from any of those groups 
on the left, whose advanced poaition gave them 
somewhat more the advantage of an oblique aspect. 
The Masque, at this moment, suddenly drew up, 
with hia left hand, a abort Spanish mantle which 
depended from his shoulders, and now gave him the 
benefit of a lateral screen. Then, so far as the 
company behind them could guess at his act, un- 
lookiiig with his right hand and raising the masque 
which siirouded his mysterious featmes, he shouted 
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ftlond, in aydoe tfa«t rang devthioagii every ooraAr 

of the vast salooo, Lsndgntvei for crimee yet 
unrevealed, 1 summon you, in twenty days, beibre a 
tribunal whete there ie no shield but inaooeooe 1 
and at that moment turned his countenance fhll upon 

the prince. 

With a yell, rather than a human expression of 
terror, the Landgrave fell, as if shot by a tibundei^ 

bolt, stretched at his full length upon the ground, 
liiUess apparently, and bereft of oonscionsness or 
sensation. A sympathetic cry of horror arose bom 
the spectators. AU rushed towards The Masque. 
The young cavaliera, who had irst stepped forward 
OS volunteers in the Landgrave's defence, were fore- 
most, and interpoi^d between The Masque and the 
outstretched arms of Adomi, as if eager to seise 
him first. In an instant a sudden and dense cloud 
of smoke arose, nobody knew whence. Repeated 
discharges of fire-arms were heard resounding from 
the doorway and the passaprcs ; these increased the 
smoke and the confusion. Trumpets sounded through 
the corridors. The whole ardiway, under wbidi 

The Masque and the Landgraye had been standin^:, 
became choked up with soldiery,, summoned by the 
farious alarms tiliat echoed through the palace. All was 
one uproar aiul chaos of in.isqnes, plumes, helmets, 
halberds, tnnnpets, gleaming sabres, and the fierce 
faces of soldiery forcing themselves through Hbe 
floating' drapery of smoke that now filled the whole 
upper end of tlie saloon. Adorni was seen in the 
midst, raving fruitlessly. Nobody heard, nobody 
listened. Universal panic had seized the household, 
the soldiery, and the company. Nobody understood 
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exactly for what purpose the tumult had commenced 
^mwiiat direction it tended. Some tragic catae- 
trophe was reported from month to mouth : nobodj 
knew what. Some said the Landgrave had been 
•awsfaiated ; some. The Maaqne; some asserted 
that hoih had perished imder reciprocal assaidts. 
More beheved that The Masque had proved to bo 
of that sapematural order of beings, with which the 
piewiing opinions of Klosterfaeim had lonfi^ classed 
him ; and that, upon raising his disguise, he had 
mealed to the Landgrave the fiesUess skull of some 
' forgotten ten»t of the grave. This indeed seemed 
to many the only solution that, whilst it fell in with 
tto prejudices and superstitions of the age, was of a 
lalsre to accoiont Ibr that tranMidous effect wfaidi 
the discovery had produced upon the Landgrave. 
But it was one that naturallj could be little calcu- 
lited to calm the agitations of the puUic frevsiling 
'dt this mument. This spread contagiously. The 
sacc^ssion of alarming events, — the murder, the 
appemnce of The Masque, his subsequent extraor- 
dinary behavior, the overwhelming impression upon 
the Landgrave, which had formed the catastrophe of 
ftia scenicsl exliibition,~the consternation of the 
great Swedish officers, who were spending the night 
in Klosterheim, and reasonably suspected that the 
tmnult might be owing to the sudden detection of 
their own incognito^ and that, in consequence, the 
populace of this imperial city were suddenly rising 
to arms ; the endless distraction and oounteMCtion 
of 80 many thousand persons — visitors, servants, 
soldiery, household — all hurrying to the same point, 
and bringing assistance to a danger of which nobo^ 
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knew flie origin, nobody the natare, nobody tbe 
issue ; multitudes commanding where all obedience 
WB8 foigotten, all subordination had gone to wreck ; 
*-*thefle circnmstaaces of distraction united to eu€h 
tain a scene of absolute frenzy in the castle, which, 
for more than half an hour, the dense columns of 
smoke aggrayated alarmingly, by raising, in many 
quarters, additional terrors of fire. And when, at 
last, after infinite exertions, the soldiery had de- 
ployed into the ball-room and the adjacent apart- 
ments of state, and had succeeded, at the point of 
the pike, in establishing a safe egress for the twelye 
hundred yisitors, it was then first ascertained that 
all traces of The Masque had been lost in the smoke 
and subsequent con^ion ; and that, with his usual 
good fortune, he had succeeded in baffling his por- 
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CHAPTSS XTII. 

MEANTiifB the Li- It FazIIi.:^ Ljki ppent ber time 
m secret grie^ incoameUbh f*yr the gufyoBed trf^icul 
Me of MsTiMlMn R wm befimd Uttt W Ml 
perished. This opinioti hmH prerailed : uu' v uv.i v 
his fhends, aad the §ew^u^am whom ciivumBimom 
had made Iniii. SoppoeiBg ereslkat he had escaped 
with life from the action, it s^med ineri tulle ihu^i 
be should liATe &ttea into ilie h^^^^* of the faloodjr 
Hdkeratem ; and nder cjia i mt f moca whieii wodtf 

point him ont to the Tengrejmcse of tha! rrwA rutliiiii 
as haTin^ beea the le&dex in tlie poweflul re«ifilr 
ance whicb had robbed Urn of hit pre v. 

Stung with the sense of her irreparable loss, and 
the premature grief which had blighted her eaiij 
liopes, P^rafiaa aoQght her leftge in aolitade, ai^ 
consolations in religion. In the convcijt where islje 
had found a home, the ceremonies of the Human 
Catholic aerrice were maintained wiA the atrictiieaa 
and the pomp suitxible to its ample endowments. 
The emperor had himaelf, as well as aereral of hia 
progenitors, been a liberal bene&ctor to thia eatab- 
lishmcnt. And a laJy of hi.s h(>use, therefore, recom- 
mended by a special introduction irom the emperor to 
the attentions of the lady abbess, was sore of meet- 
ing kindness and courtesy in every pos^ilOe shape 
which could avail to mitigate her sorrow. The 
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abbeiflj tboiigk a bigot, wag a human being, with 
•traig hamin MnaibiUtiaa ; and in botii olumctm 

she was greatly pleased with tlic Lady Paulina. On 
the oue ha&d« bar pride, as the head of a raligioaa 
eetabliahment, wbb flattored bj the eztmne v^gii* 

larityof the Lady rinilina in conformin^j,' lu llic ritual 
of her houB6 ; Um example of spiritual obedience 
and daty seemed pecnliariy edifying in a penott of 

Buch distinguislicd rank. On the other hand, her 
wumauiy sensibilities were touched bj the fipectacle 
of eady and unmerited eoirow in one so eminent fiur 
her personal merits, for her extreme beauty, and 
the winning sweetness of hes manners. Hence she 
readily offered to the yonng oonnteae all the atte»» 
tions and marks of B3rmpathy which her retiring 
habits permitted, and every species of induigence 
compatible with the epiiit of the inetitution. 

The whole convent, nuns as well as strangers, 
taking their tone from the abbess, vied with each 
' other in attentions to Paolina. Bat, whilst aoknowt 
edging their kindness, she continued to shrink from 
all general intercourse with the society about her. 
Her attendance was constant at the matins and at 
vespers; not nnfireqnently even at the midnight 
service ; but dejection was too rooted in her heart, to 
allow her any disposition to enter into the amuse- 
ments or mixed sodely which the convent at that 

time oflered. 

Many noble strangers had been allowed to take 
np their quarters in the convent. With some of 

thubc the abbess was connected by blood ; with 
others, by ties of ancient ^endship. Most of this 
party composed a little society apart from the rest. 
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MBAmnm the I^dy Banliiia had spent her time 
in eeeret grief, ineonsolmble for tiw eupposed tragieel 

&te of Maximilian. It was believed that he had 
petiahed. ThteopiinonhftdpreTaitodeqiialljamoiigvt 
Mb friends, and iiie fevr enemies whom circnmstances 
had made him. Supposing even that he had escaped 
ivitfa life from Hie action, it seemed inevitable that 
he should have fiDen into the hands of Hie bloody 
Holkerstein ; and nnder circumstances which would 
point him ont to Ihe vengeanoe of that cmel mflka 
as having been the leader in the poweifdl resist- 
ance which had robbed him of his prey. 

Stimg vriih Hie sense of her irreparable loss, and 
Ihe premature grief vA&ch had blighted her eaily 
hopes, Paulina sought her refuge in solitude, and her 
consolalions in refi^on. In the convent where she 
had found a home, the ceremonies of the Soman 
Catholic service were maintaiued with the strictness 
and the pomp suitable to its ample endowments. 
The emperor had himself, as well as several of his 
progenitors, been a liberal benefactor to this estab- 
Usfament. And a lady of his house, therefore, recom* 
mended by a special introduction from the emperor to 
the attentions of the lady abbess, was sure of meet- 
ing kindness and courtesy in every possible shape 
which could avail to mitigate her sorrow. The 
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iMid aggmndiaad. It w— wipp o ae d eren ftat far th» 

nieaufij uf bubsistence to herself, and a few faithful 
ftttendafttSy ahe wm indebted to th,e kindnafia of the 
lady abboaa, with whom aha waa doaefy eoniiaGMl 
by ancient frieudship. 

la thia tale there wexe maoj maccuraciea mixed 
ap with the truth. It waa true that, in aome one of 
the many dire convulsions whidi had passed from 
laad to land since the first outbreak o£ the Bohemian 
troaUea, in 1618, and wfaiofa had GoveMl with ayatt 
of political pretexts so many local acts of private 
iuniiy feud and murderous treason, this lady had 
been depriTad of her hnsbaad bj a violent ^teath 
under circiuubtances which still seemed mysterious. 
But the £ftte of her children, if any had sorFived the 
calaant^ which took off har hnaband, waa aaknown 
to everTl>udy except her confidential protectress, the 
lady abbess. By permiaaion of this powerful Iriendy 
who had known her from infimey, and through the 
whole course of her mi ^= fortunes, she was permitted 
to take np her abode in the convent, under special 
privilegaa, and waa there knowsi l^the name of 

Sister Miidcline. 

The interoourse of the Sister MadeUue with the 
lady aU»eaa waa free and unraaerTad. At all faoma 

they entered each other^s rooms with the familiarity 
of sisters ; and it might have been thought that in 
eT0i7 respect tibej atood upon die equal footing of 

near relatives, except that occasionally in the manners 
of the abbess was traced, or imagined, a secret air 
of deftmce towarda the daaolata Siater Madeiiaa, 
which, as it was not countenanced at all by their 
' present relations to each oth^, leit people at liberty 
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to build upon it a large nqmatraolaie of itMaantic 

conjectures. 

Sister MaiieAine was m regular in her aUaadaiioa 
19011 pngrem m Panlma. Thore, if nowhcra daSp 

they were sure of meeting* ; and in no long time it 
became evident Hiat the younger lady was an object 
ofpartioiilarinteKeattotheeUer. WImd tbe mblima 

fugues of the old composers for the organ swelled 
upon the air, and hlied the vaet aisleti of tbe ohapal 
intk audit Ao9Aixig labjiintha of sound, attention to 
the oflBces of the churoli service being suspended for 
the time, the Sifiter Madeline spent the interval in 
vakdiiiig the oonnteiianoe <tf Paulina. InyariaUy 

•t this period her eyes settlud upon the young 
countess, and appeared to court some return of atteu- 
ttoa, by the tender flymtMithy wliidi lier own ipatnwa 

I expressed with the ui ief too le^bly inscribed upon 
PauUna's. For soiue time jk^aulina, abftorbod by her 
own thoughts, fiuled to notice this yeiy paxttenlar 
expression of attention and interest . Accustomed 
to the gaae of crowds, as well on account of her 
boaafy ns her oonneotion with the imperial honse, 
Ae, found nothing new or distressing in this atten» 
tion to herself. After some time, however, observing 

I hstseif stiU haunted by the sister's ftirtiye glances, 
■he found her own curiosity somewhat aveakened in 

I return. The manners of Sister Madeline were too 
4%aified, and her &oe expressed too much of pro- 
i*nd feeling, and traces too inextinguishable of the 
tdals through wliich she had passed, to allow room 
^ say belief that she was under the influehoe of an 

wdinary curiosity, rduiina was struck with a oan» 
hified feeling, that she looked upon iiM^es whidi 
VOL. n. 14 • 
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hid aliMdj been to bar ko^i, tikongh 

guited in Sister Madeline by age, by sex^ and by the 
raviiges of grief. She had the aj)pearance of having 

paaaad iier fiftieth yms i but it wm probaUe HmJL^ 
fpite of a brilliant coBiplezion» aecret aonow had 

worked a natural effect in giving to her the appear- 
ance of age more advanoed by ee¥en or eight years 
than ahe had teallj attained. Time, mt all eyents, if 
it had carried olf forever her youthful graces, neither 
had nor eeemed likely to destroy the impression at: 
majestic beanly under eclipse and wane. No one 
could fail to read the signs by which the finger of 
natere announces a great destiny, and a mind bom 
to oommand. 

lusonsibly the two ladies had established a Bort of 
intercourse by looks; and at length, upon finding^ 
• tiiat the Sister Madeline mixed no more than hefaelf 
in the general suriety of Klosterheim, Paulina had 
resolved to seek the acquaintance of a lady whose 
deportment announced that she would prove aa 
interesting acquain lance, whilst her melancholy 
story and the expi^ession of her looks a sort 
of pledges that she would be firand a sympathising 
friend. 

She had already taken some steps towards tfa* 
attainment of her wishes, when, une^>ectedly, oa 

coming out from the vesper service, the Sister Made- 
line placed herself by the side of Faulina» and they 
walked down one of the long rideaisles together. 
The saintly memorials about them, the records of 
everlasting peace which lay sculptured at their £det» 
and the strains whioh still ascended to heaven front 
the organ and the \v hite-fobed cl^oif, ^ s^l Bpcakin^ 
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a rest from trouble bo Kttle to be fbuid on earth, 

and 80 powerfully cuntrastiiig' wiih tliti dcsijlatioiis 
oC poor, harassed Germany, — affect <1 them deeply, 
and both biust into tears. At leng^ the elder lady 

spoke. 

Daughtei', you keep your iaith pdoualy with him. 
whom yon enppoee dead*'' 

PuLilina started. Tlie other cuutinued — 
Hoaor to young hearts that are kmi together by 
ties ao firm that even death has no power to diaaolve 

tbem I Honor to the love which can breed so deep 
a soirow I Yet, even in this world, the good aie aot 
dbaye the unhappy. I donbi not thai, even now at 
vespers, yon forgot not to pray for him that would 
willingly have died for you/' 

''0, gracfene lady I when — when have I forgot 
that ? \\ hat other pruycr, what other image, is ever 
at my heart ? " 

''Daaghter, I oonld not donbt it; and Heaven 
sometimes sends answers to prayers when they are 
least expected i and to yours it BeskiB thia through 

With these words slie stretched out a letter to 
Paoiix^ who tainted with sudden f^iirprise and delight, 
OA leoGgnising the hand of Mwrimilian* 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

It mm, Indeed, Ae handwriting of her lover; and 

the first words of the letter, which bore a recent 
date, announced his saSdtj and his reooyered healtii. 
A rapid eketch of all which had be&IIen him since 

they had last parted informed her that he had been 
severely wounded in tte action with Holkerstein'B 
people, and probably to that misfortune had been 
iiidL'btcd for hU life; since the difficidty of transport- 
ing him on horseback, when unable to sit upright, 
had compelled the party charged with his care to 
leave him for the night at W'aldenhausen. Prom that 
place he had been carried off in the night-time to a 
small imperial gsmrison in the neighborhood by the 
care of two faithful servants, who had found little 
difficulty in first intoxicating, and then overpower- 
ing, the small guard judged sufficient fbr a prisoner 
so completely disabled by his wounds. In this gar- 
rison he liad recovered; had corresponded with 
Vienna ; had concerted measures wiA the emperor ; 
and was now on the point of giving full eflect to 
their plans, at the moment when certain eircumstances 
should arise to favor the scheme. What these were» 
he forbore designedly to say in a letter which ran 
some risk of jUling into the enemy's hands ; but he 
bade PanUna q>eedily to expect a great dumge fiw 
the better, which would put it in their power to meet 
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without restraint or fear; and concluded by giving 
utterance in the fondest terms to a laTor's hopes aad 
tendeiest anxieties. 

Paulina liad scarcely recovered from the tuumltu- 
ous sensations of pleasure, and sudden restoration 
to hope, when she reoeiyed a shook in the opposite 
direction, from a summons to attend the Land^^rave. 
The language of the message was imperative, and 
ttoie peremptory than had ever before been addressed 

to herself, a lady of the imperial family. She knew 
the Landgrave's character and his present position ; 
both these alarmed her, when connected with the 
style and language of his summons. For (hoU 
aoimced distmetly enough that his resolution had 
been now taken to commit himself to a bold oonrse ; 
no longer to hang doubtfully between two policies, 
but openly to throw himself into the arms of the 
ttiperor'B enemies. In one view, Paulina fonnd a 
benefit to her spirits from this haughtiness of the 
Landgrave's message. She was neither proud, nor 
ipt to take offence. On the contraryt she was gmtle 
snd meek ; for the impulses of youth and elevated 
birth had in her been chastened by her early acquaint- 
Aoce with great national calamities, and the enlarged 
•ympatiby which that had bred with her ftUow* 
creatures of every rank. But she felt that, in this 
superfluous expression of authority, the Landgrave 
was al the same time infringing the rights of hospi- • 
tality, and her own privileges of sex. Indignation 
«t his unmanly conduct gave her spirits to &ce him, 
tiumgfa she apprehended a scene of violence, and had 
the more reason to feel the trepidations of uncertainty. 
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beoMse sIms very imperfeodjr oomprdnended hum 

purposes as respectsd herself. 

These were not easily e:aLplamed. She fuimd the 
hmigmw^ prndag tlie zoom witk YhoktM. Hia 
bMk wm tarmd tow«ids hmr m she entered ; but, m 
the usher anuounced luudl/, on her cntraucey *' The 
OoonteM Paiilin* of HatMWilialder/^ be timed im- 
petnofisly, and adranced to meet her. With the 
Landgrave^ however irritated, the first impulse was 
to oomply with the ceremomons obeenranoee that 
bolonged to his rank. He made a cold obeisance, 
whilst an atteudaut placed a seat ; and ^en motion- 
ing to all pzeaent to withdraw, b^^ to unfold tbe 
caneee wUcfa had called for Ladj Paulina's presence. 

So much art was mingled with so much Tiolence, 
that for some time Paulina gathered nothing of Yxm 
real purposes. Resolved, howerer, to do jnstikse to 
her own insulted dignity, she took the first opening 
which offered, to xemonstmte with the Landgrave on 
the needless Tioknce of his summons. His serene 
higiiuess wielded the sword in Slosterheim, and 
oonld have no reason for antidpating reeittaace to 
Ue commands. 

" The Lady Paulina, then, distinguishes between 
the power and tihe right F I «qf>eoted as mnch*'^ 

''By no means; sheknewnothmgof the daimanti 
to either. She was a stranger, seeking only hospi- 
tality in Klosteiheim, whioh appaxently waa violated 
by unprovoked ezertiona of authority.'' 

" But the laws of hospitality," replied the Land- 
grave, press equally on the gueat and the hoat. 
lach has his separate ditties. And tiie Lady Fanlina, 
in the chaiacter of guest, violated hers irum the 
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moment when she foimed cnhtUn in Kloetetfaeiiiv nd 

ministered to the fury of couspirators.'' 

Your ear, sir, is abiuied ; I ha^e aot 00 much ai 
stepped beyond the preeiiieto of the cooTent in wUeh 

I reside, until this day in payiag^ obedience to your 
lughnoss' mandate/' 

" That may be ; and that may argue only the 
more caution and subtlety. The personal presence 
of a lady, so distinguished in her appeannoe aa the 
Lady Panhna, at any resort of conspiratcKni or ii^ 
triguers^ would liuvc publibhcd too much the suspi- 
cions to which such a countenance would be liable. 
But in writing have you dispereed nothing calcnlated 
to alienate the attachment of my subjects ? " 

The Lady l^aulina shook her head ; she knew not 
e^en in what direction the Landgraye's anapickma 
pointed. 

^' As, lur example, this — does the Lady Paulina 
IMogniae this particular paper 1 

Saying this, he drew forth from a portfolio a letter 
QiT paper of instructions, consisting of sever d sIk ( ta, 
to which a large official seal was attached* The 
countess g-laucud her eye over it attentively ; in one 
or two places the words Maximilian and Klosterheim 
attracted her attention ; but she felt satisfied at once 
that she now saw it for the first time. 

Of this paper/' she said, at length, in a deter- 
mined tone, I know nothing. The handwriting I 
believe I may have seen before. It resembles that 
oi one of the emperor^s secretaries. Beyond tliat, I 
hare no means of eyen conjecturing its origin/' 

'* Beware, madam, beware how far you commit 
• yourself. Suppose now this paper were actually 
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•nd perplexed. ** Within, there t " he cried loudly to 

the attenJaiits in the next room. "IwiU no more 
endure theee insults/' he exclaimed. " Qo inAtaatlj, 
take 9k file of soldiers ; place them at all the outlets, 
and search the rooms ndjoiuing — above, and below. 
Suoh mummery is insutierabie.'' 

The Toice replied again, Landgraye, you seaioh 
in Tain. Look to yourself! young Max m upon 
you I 

''This babbler/' said the Landgrave, making an 
effort to recover his coolness, " reminds roe well ; 
that adventurer, young Maximilian — who is he? 
whenoe comes he f by whom authorized 7 

Paulina LIusIicmI ; but, roused by the Landgrave's 
contumelious expressions applied to her lover, she 
replied, ''He is no adventurer; nor was ever in 
that class \ the emperor's favor is not bestowed upon 
such." 

" Then, what brings him to Klosterheim f For 

what is it that he would trouble the repoae of this 
cityr' 

Before Paulina could speak in rejoinder, the voice, 

from a little further distance, replied, audibly, ''For 
his rights ! See that you. Landgrave, make no 
resfartance.'' 

The prince arose in fury ; his eyes Hashed lire, he 
clenched his hands in impotent determination. The 
same voice had annoyed him on former occasions, 
but never under circumstances which mortified him 
SO deeply. Ashamed that the youtkiui countess 
should be a witness of the insults put upon him, and 
seeing that it was in vain to pursue his conversation 
with her Airther in a situation which exposed him to 
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tbe sarcasms of a third pexson, under no reakaint of 
fear or partiaUty, he adjourned the fiirther pfoeeco- 

tion of his inquiry to another opportunity, uad I'ur 
the present gave her leave to depart; a license 
which she gladly sTailed henelf o^ and letired la 

&ar and perplexi<^* 
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It was dark as Paulina returned to her convent. 
Two servants of the Landgrave's preceded her with 
tozohea to the great gates of St Agnes, which 
was at a very short distance. At that point she 
entered ¥dthm the shelter of the convent gates, and 
the prince's servants left her at her own request. 
No person was now within call but a little page of 
her own, and perhaps the porter at the convent. 
But after the first torn in the garden of St. Agnee, 
she might almost consider herself as left to her own 
guardianfihip ; for the little boy, who followed her, 
was too yonng to afford her any effectoal help. She 
felt sorry, as she surveyed tiie long avenue of andmi 
trees, which was yet to be traversed before she 
entered upon the cloisters, that she should have 
dismissed the servants of the Landgrave. These 
gardens were easily scaled iVt m the outside, and a 
ready communication existed between tihe remotest 
parts of this very avenue and some of the least 
reputable parts of Klosterheim. The city now over- 
flowed with people of evexyrank; and amongst them 
were continually recognlBed, and occasionally chal- 
lenged, some of the vilest deserters from the impe- 
rial camps. Wsllenst^ himself, and other imperial 
commanders, but, above all, HoUr, had attracted to 
their standards the veiy refuse of the German jails ; 
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•nd, lOlowing »a unlimited lioena* of pl«iid«t during 
some periods of their career, had ihemaelTee evoked 

a fiendibh spirit of lawless aggressiuu and spoliatiou, 
which afterwards they had fouDd it impoeaible to ex* 
orciae within its former limita. People were ererj- 
where obliged to be on their guard, nut alone (as 
heretofore) against the mihtary tj^raut or freebooter, 
bnt also againat the private eeiranta whom they 
hired into their service. For some time back, sus- 
picious persons had beeu seen strolling at dusk in 
the gardens of St. Agnes, or even intruding into the 
cloisters. Then the recollection of The Ma&qae, now 
in the very height of his mysterious career, flashed 
upon Paulina's thoughts. Who knew hia motives, 
or the principle of his mysteriouti waiiaic— which, at 
any rate, in its mode had latterly been marked by 
bloodshed t As these things came rapidly into hex 
mind, she trembled mure Irom fear than from the 
wintry wind, which now blew keenly and gustily 
through the avenne. 

The gardens of St. Agnes were extensive, and 
Paulina yet wanted two hundred yards of reaching 
the cloisters, when she observed a dusky object 

stealing along the margin of a little pool, which in 
parts lay open to the walk, whilst in others, where 
the walk receded from the water, the banks were 
studded with thickets of tall shrul)5^. Paulina stopped 
and observed the flgure, which she was soon satisfied 
must be that of a man. At times he rose to his ftdl 
height ; at times he cowered dow nwards amongst 
the bushes* That he was not merely seeking a re> 
treat became evident from this, that the best road 
for such a purpose lay open to him in the opposite 
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direction \ thai he was watching herself, also, became 
probable from flie way in wblch he seemed to regvh 

late bis own motions by hers. At length, whilst 
Paulina hesitated, in some perplexity whether to go 
ferward or to retreat towards tiie porter's lodge, he 

BUikleuly plunged into the thickest belt of bhiuba, 
and left the road clear. Paulina seized the moment, 
and, with a palpitating heart, quickened her stepa 
towards the cloister. 

She had cleared about one half of the way without 
obstraction, when suddenly a powerful grasp seised 
her by the shoulder. 

*' Stop, lady 1 said a deep, coarse voice ; stop 1 
I mean no harm. Perhaps I bring your ladyship 
what will be welcome news." 

' But why here?'' exclaimed Paulina; ''where* 
fare do you alarm me tiiusf - 0, heamisl your 
eyes are wild and fierce ; say, is it money that you 
want ? 

" Peiiiaps I do. To the like of me, lady, you may 

be sure that money never comes amiss ; but that is 
not my errand. Here is what will make all clear ; '' 
and, as he spoke, he thrust his hand into the hu^e 
pocket witliiii the horseman^s cloak which enveloped 
him. Instead of the pistol or dag, which Paulina 
antioipated, be drew forth a large packet, eazeAilly 
sealed. Paulina felt so much relieved at beholding 
this pledge oi the man's pacific intentions, that she 
eageriy pressed her purse into his hand, and was 
hastening to leave him, when the man stopped her 
to deliver a verbal message from his master, re- 
questing earnestly that» if she conoluded to keep tiie 
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appointment arranged in the letter^ she wonid not be 

a minute later than the time fixed. 

" And who/' said Paulina, is your master t 
" Surely, the general, madam — the young General 
Maximilian. Many a time and oft have I waited on 
him when visiting your ladyship at the Wartebruun. 
But here I dare not show my fitce. Der Henker I 
if the Landgrave knew that Michael Klotz was in' 
Klosterheim, I reckon that all the. ladies in St. 
Agnes could not beg him a reprieve till to^uorrow 
morning." 

'*Then, villain I " sriid the foremost of two men, 
who rushed hastUy from the adjoining shrubs, " be 
assured that the Landgrave does know it. Let tMs 
be your warrant ! With these words lie fired, and, 
immediately after, his comrade* Whether the fugi* 
tive were wounded could not be known ; for he 
instantly plunged into the water, and, after two or 
three moments, was heard upon the opposite margin. 
His pursuers seemed to shrink from this attempt, for 
they divided and took the opposite extieiaities of 
the pool, ftom the other bank of which they were 
soon heard animating and directing each other 
through the darkness. 

Paulina, confused and agitated, and anxious above 
all to examine her letters, took the opportnnily of A 
clear road, and hed in trepidation to the convent. 
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OHAPTXB XX. 

% The countess had brought liome with her a dotible 
sabject of anzietgr. She knew not to what result 
tlie Landgpraye^s ] n poseB were tending ; she feared, 
also, from this sudden and new method of cummu- 
nication opened with herself so soon after his pre- 
vious letter, that some unexpected bad fortane might 
now be threatening' her lover. Hastily she tore open 
the packet, which manifestly contained something 
larger than letters. The first article which presented * 
itself was a nuu^s veil, exactly on the pattern of 
those worn by the nuns of St. Agnes. The ao* 
companying letter sufficiently explained its purpose. 

It was in the handwriting, and bore the signature, 
of Maximilian. In a few words he told her that a 
sudden communication, but from a quarter entirely 
to be depended on, had reached him of a gpreat 
danger impending over her from the Landgrave ; 
that, in the present submission of Klosterheim to 
that prince's will, instant flight presented the sole 
means of delivering her ; for which purpose he would 
himself meet her in disguise on the foUowing morn- 
ing, as early as four o'clock ; or, if that should 
prove impossible under the circumstances of the 
case, would send a Mth^l servant ; that one or 
other of them would attend at a particular station, 
easily recognized by the description added, in a 
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ruinous part of the boundary wall, in the rear of the 
coATeiit garden. A large trayeiiiag cloak would ba 
broiiglit, to draw over the rest of her dxeid; but 
meanwhile, as a means of passing unobserved through 
the convent grounds, where the LandgraTe'a agenta 
were contmually watching her motiona, the nnn^a 

veil was almost indispensable. The other circum- 
stances of the journey would be commuuicated to 
her upon meeting. In conclusion, the writer inn 
plored Paulina to suffer no scruples of false delicacy 
to withhold her from a step which had so suddenly 
become necessaiy to her preBervatton ; and cautioned 
her particularly against communicating her inten- 
tions to the lady abbess, whose sense of decorum 
might lead her to urge advice at this moment inconi- 
abtent with her safety. 

Again and agaiu did Paulina read this agitating 
letter ; again and again did she scrutinize the hand- 
writing, apprehensive that she might be making 
herself a dupe to some hidden enemy. The hand- 
writing, undoubtedly, had not all the natural firee* 
dom which characterised that of Haximilian; it 
M'tXis somewhat stiff in its niovement; but not more 
so than that of his previous letter, in which he had 
accounted for the slight change from a wound not 
perfectly healed in his right hand. In other respects 
the letter seemed liable to no just suspicion. The 
danger apprehended from the Landgrave tallied with 
ber own knowledge. The convent grounds were 
certainly haunted, as the letter alleged, by the Land- 
grave's people ; of that she had just received a con- 

viiicing proof; for, though the two strangers had 
turned off in pursuit of the messenger who bore 
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Maximilian ^8 letter, yd doubtless their oi ip^inal ob- 
ject of attentioii had been herself; they were then 
poited to watch her motionB, and they had avowed 

themselves in effect the Landgiuve^s people. Tliat 
part of the advice, aii-ain, which respected the lady 
abbess, seemed judidoiis, on considering the chanu>> 
ter of that lady, however much at first sight it might 
warrant some jealousy of the writer's purposes to 
find him warning her against her best MendiB. After 
all, what most disturbed tile confidence of Paulina 
was the couutenauce of the man who presented the 
letter. If this man were to be the representatiTe of 
Maximilian on the following morning, she felt, and 
was persuaded that she would continue to feel, an 
invincible repugnance to commit her safety to any 
snch keeping. Upon the whole, she resolved to 
keep the appointment, but to be guided in her fur- 
ther conduct by circumstances as they should arise 
at the moment. 

That night Paulina's favuiite female attendant 
employed herseli in putting into as small a compass 
as possible the slender wardrobe which they would 

be able to carry with them. The young count t^ss 
herself spent the hours in writing to the lady ab- 
bess and Sister Madeline, acquaintmg them with all 
the circumstances of her interview with the Land- 
grave, the certain grounds she had for apprehend- 
ing some great danger in tiiat quarter, and the 
proposals so unexpectedly made to her on the part 
of Maximilian for evading it. To ask that they 
should feel no anxiely on her account, in times 
which made even a suecessfid escape from danger 
80 very hazardous, she acknowledged would be vain ; 



but, in judging of ihe degree of pradenoe which she 
h«d exhibited on this oocadon, die begged them to 

reflect on the certain dangers which awaited her 
from the Landgrave ; and finally, in exooae for not 
having songfat the advice of eo dear a friend aa the 

lady abbess, she enclosed the letter upon which she 
bad acted. 

These preparatfons were completed hj nldidght, 

affcr which Pauliua auiight an hour or two of repose. 
At tiiree o^clock were celebrated the early matins^ 
attended by the devonter part of the siststfaood, in 

the chapel. Paulina and li< r maid took tliis opportu- 
nity lor leaving their chamber, and slipping imob> 
smved amongst the erowd who were hwiying oa 

that summons into the cloisters. The organ was 
pealing solemnly through the labyrinth of passages 
vrhioh led from the interior of the convent ; and Psii* 
lina's eyes were suffused with tears, as the gentler 
recollections of her eailier days, and the peace which 
belongs to those who have abjored this wotld and its 
treacherous promises, arose to her mind, nnd^ the 
iniiuence of the sublime music, in powerful contrast 
with ilie tempestaons troubles of Oenaany — now 
become so oomprehenrive^ in their desolatiag sweep, 
as to involye even berselii and others of station as 
elevated. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Tm conTent clocki chiniiiig tiie quarters, at length 
•onomoed that fhey bad reached the appointed lionr. 

Trembimg with fear and cold, though muiiled up ia 
fiire, PanUna and her attendant, with their nana' 
▼eik drawn over their head-dieee, sallied forth into 
the g-arden. All was profoundly daik, and overspread 
with the stiUnese of the grave. The lights within 
the chapel threw a rich glow throng the painted 

windows ; and here and there, from a few scattered 
casements in the vast pile of &U Agnes, streamed a 
forw weak rays from a taper or a lamp, indicating the 
trouble of a sick bed, or tlir^ peace of prayer. Bat 
these rare lights did but d^pen the massy darkness 
of all beside ; and Faolina, with her attendant, had 
much difficulty in making her way to the appointed 
station. Having reached the wall, however, they 
pomed its windings, certain of meeting no import- 
ant obstacles, until they attdned a part where their 
progress was impeded by Sequent dilapidations. 
Here they halted, and in low tones commnnicated 
their donbts about the precise locality of the station 
indicated in the letter, when suddenly a man started 
up £rom the ground, and greeted them with the 
words ''St. Agnes I all is right/' which had been 
preconcerted as the signal in the letter. This man 
was courteous and respectful in his manner oi speak- 
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ing, and had nothing of the roffian yoioe which be> 
longed to ilie bearer of the letter. In rapid tenne 

he assured Paulina that "the young general had 
not found circumstances favorable for ventaring 
within tiie waDa, bat that he wonld meet her a few 

miles beyond the city gates ; and that at present 
they had no time to lose. Saying this, he unshaded 
m dark lantern, which ahowed them a ladder of ropee, 
attached to the summit of a wall, which at this point 
was too low to occasion them much uneasiness or ^ 
difficoltj in ascending. But Panlina inaiated pre- 
Tionslj on hearing something more oircomatantial of 
tlie manner and style of their escape from the city 
walla, and in what compan j their jonmej wonld be 
perfbrmed. The man had already done something to 
conciliate Paulina's confidence by the propriety of 
hie address, which indicated a anperior education, 
and habita of interconrse with people of rank. He 
explained as much of the plan as seemed necessary 
for the immediate occasion* A conroy of anna and 
military stores was leaving the city for the post at 
Falkenstein. Several can-iages, containing privileged 
persona, to whom the Landgrave or his minister had 
granted a Ecense, were taking the benefit of an 
escort over the forest ; and a bribe in the proper 
quarter had easily obtained permission; from the offi- 
cer on dniy at the gates, to snftr an additional car* 

n'aj]:e to pass as one in a great lady's suite, on tlie 
aimpie condition that it should contain none but 
ftmales ; as persons of that sex were liable to no 
suspicion of being fugitives from the wrafli which 
was now supposed ready to descend upon the con- 
S|nratorB against the Landgrave. 
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This explanatioa reconciled Paulina to the scheme. 
Shd lelt cbe€fed by thd prospect of lukving otber 
kidiett to coimteunce ibe mode of her nooinnial 
journey ; and at the worst, hearing this renewed 
xaentiaa of conapiraitors wd punishment^ which 
Muly c(»mectod itself with aU that had paaaed xbl 

her interview with the LandgTave, she felt assured, 
at any r«t6| that the dangers she fled fixNoa traa- 
•Gcndad any whioh aha waa hkety to jnonr on hor 
route. Her determination was immediately taken. 
She passed over the wall with her aUeodant ; and 
tiiey found themaalyoa in a nanow Ina^ cloae to 
city walls; with none bnt a few roinoBS ontiKmses on 
either side. A low whistle from the man was soon 
answered by the nunUkc of wlieela ] and ftem aooM 
dUrtaacay aa it eeeaaed, a aort ef oaleohe advwced, 
drawn hy a pair of horses. Paulina and heir attend- 
ant stepped hastily in j for at the nioment whea 
the carnage diewnp a signal-gun was heard ; whieh, 
as their guide assured them, proclaimed that the 
escort and tbe wh<de tcain of candairee wese at tiiaA 
moaient defiling frmn the city gala. The driTsr^ 
obeying the directions of the other man, drove off as 
rapidly as the narrow road and the darkness w>nld 
allow. A few turns brought then into ihe great 
square in fruiit of the schloss ; from which a few 
nu>re open sti^eets, traTersed at full gallop, socm 
brought them into Ihe rear of ilie convoy, iriuoh had 
been unexpectedly embarrassed in its prog-ress to 
the gate. From the rear, by dex.terous management^ 
tb^ gradually insinuated themselTes into the centse ; 
and, contrary to their expectatious, umongst iho 
press of baggage-wagons, artillery^ and traveUing 



equipages, all tumultuously clamoring" to push on, 
the best chaace of evading llolkerstem in the ibr* 
est^ tiieir own nnpietending vehiolo paafled witfaoul 
other notice than a curse from tlic officer on duty ; 
which, however^ they could not presume to appro* 
priate, aa it might be Bupposed equitably diatributed 
anomgat all who stopped the road at the moment. 

Paulina shuddered as she looked out upon the liae 
of fieiee fiMsea, iUmnmated by the gkie of toxebae, 
aad mingliiig with boreea^ heada^ and tiie gleam of 
sabres ; all around her, the roar of artillery wheels ; 
above her head tbe yaat aicb of the gates, ita broad 
BMssj shadows resting below ; and in the Tista be* 
yoiid, winch the archway defined, a mabs of black- 
nesfl, in which she rather imi^pned than saw the 
iateminable aoUtodes of the forest. Soon the gate 

was closed ; their own carriage passed the tardier 
parts of tbe convoy ; and, with a dozen or two of 
<ytt»ra, Bonroimded by a squadron of dragoons, headed 

flte train. Happy beyond mcasuru at the certaiuty 
that she iiad now cleared the gates ol Klosterheim, 
that she was in the wide, open forest, fiee from a 
dileated tyrant, and on the same side of the gates 
as her lover, who was doubtless advancing to meet 
hfir, she threw hersalf back in her carnagej, and 
x^drigned herself to a slumber, whidi the anxieties 
^Qd watchlngs of the night had made more than 
usually weloome. 

The city clocks were now heard m the ibiest, 
solemnly knelling out the hour uf four. Hardly, 
however, had Paulina slept an hour, when she was 
Wdj awaked by her attendant, who had felt it 
ho her duty to apprise her lady of the change 
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which had occurred in their mtnation. They had 
stopped^ it seemed, to attach a pair of leaders to 
their wheeUioxaes, and were now advancing at a 
thnndeifng pace^ separated from the rest of the con- 
voy, and sunuunded by a small escort of cavalry. 
The darkness was still intense ; and the lights of 
Elosterheim, which the frequent windings of the road 
brought often into view, were at this mument conspic- 
uously seen. The casUe, from its commanding posi- 
tion^ and the Convent of St. AgneSi were both easily 
traced out by means of the lights gleaming from 
their long ranges of upper windows. A particular 
torrety which sprung to an almost atrial altitude 
above the rest of the building-, iu which it was gen- 
erally reported that the Landgrave slept, was more 
distinguishable than any other part of JOosterheim, 
from one brilliant lustre which shot its rays through 
a large oriel window. There at this moment was 
sleeping that unhappy prince, tyrannical and setf> 
tormenting, whose unmanly fears had menaced her 
own innocence with so much indefinite danger; 
whom, in escaping, she knew not if she had escaped ; 
and whose snares, as a ruefol misgiving began to 
suggest, were perhaps gathering faster abuut her, 
with every echo which the startled forest returned to 
the resounding tread of their flying cavalcade. She 
leaned back again in the cui riage ; again she fell 
asleep ; again she dreamed. But her sleep was un- 
refreshing ; her dreams were agitated, confused, and 
haunted by terrific images. And she awoke repeat- 
edly witii her cheerful anticipation continually decay- 
ing of speedily (perhaps ever again) rejcinmg her 
gdla&t Mazimflian. There was indeed yet a possi- 
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bility that she might be under the superinteuding 
care of her lover. But she secretly felt that she was 

betrayed. And she wept when she reflected that her 
own precipitance had facilitated the accomplishment 
of the plot which had peifaaps forever rained her 
happiness. 
VOL. n« 16 
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Mbantihe, Paulina awoke from the troubled slum- 
ben into which her fifttigaeB had thrown her, to find 
herself still flying along as rapidly as four powerfid 
horses could draw their light burden, and still 
escorted a considerable body of the IjandgraYe's 
dragoons. She was nndonbtedly separated from all 
the rest of the convoy with wliom she had left Klos- 
terheim. It was now apparenti eyen to her humble 
attendant, that they were betrayed ; and Panlina 
reproached herself with having voluntarily coope- 
rated witli her enemy's stratagems. Certainly the 
dangers from which she fled were great and immi* 
nent; yet still, in Klosterheim, she derived some 
protection Irom the iavor of the lady abbess. 
That lady had great powers of a legal natore 
throughout the city, and still greater influence with 
a Eoman Catholic populace at this particular period, 
when their prince had laid himself open to suspicions 
of favoring Protestant allies ; and Paulina bitterly 
bewailed tlie imprudence which, in removing her 
from the Convent of St. Agnes, had remoTed her 
from her only friends. 

It was about noon when the party halted at a 
solitary house for rest and refreshments. Paulina 
had heard notiliing of the route which they had Mflh 
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erto taken, nor did she ilud it oaMy to collect, from 
fhe flhort and chnrlish f6q>oniefl of her escort to 
the few questions she had yet ventured to propose, 
in what direction tiieir future advance would pro- 
ceed. A hBBtj Bnmmons bade her alight; and a 
few steps, under the ^idance of a trooper, brought 
her into a little gloomy wainscoted room, where 
some refreahments had been already qxread npon a 
table. Adjoining was a email bed-room. And ahe 
was desired, with something more civility than she 
had yet experienced, to consider both as allotted for 
the use of herself and servant during the time of 
their stay, which was expected, however, not to 
exceed the two or three hours requisite lor resting 
the horses. 

But that was an arrangement which depended as 
much upon others as themselves. And, in fact, a 
amall party, whom the main body of Ihe escort had 
tient on to patrol the roads in advance, soon re- 
turned with the unwelcome news that a formidable 
corps of imperialists were out reconnoitring in a 
direction which miglit probably lead ^em across 
their own line of march, in the event of their pro- 
ceeding instantly. The orders already issued for 
advance were therefore countermanded ; and a reso- 
lution was at length adopted by the leader of the 
party for taking up their abode during the night in 
their present Tery tolerable quarters. 

Paulina, wearied and dejected, and recoiling natu- 
rally from the indefinite prospects of danger before 
her, was not the least rejoiced at this change in the 
original plan, by which she benefited at any rate to 
the extent of a quiet shelter for one night more, — a . 



190 



XLOBTEmilf. 



predominance of the Swedish interest in the counsels 
and administratioa of tiiat city. With the revival 
of the imperial cause, no doubt these orders would 
be repeated, and with the modifications which new 
circumstances and the progress of events would 
then have rendered expedient. This portion of the 
papers, therefore, Paulina willingly restored to their 
situation in the closet. No evil would arise to any 
party from their present detention in a place where 
they were little likely to attract notice from any- 
body but the old lady in her ministries upon the fire. 
Suspicion would be also turned aside from herself in 
appropriating the few papers which remained. These 
contained too frequent mention of a name dear to 
herself, not to have a considerable value in her eyes ; 
she was resolved, if possible, to carry fhem off by 
concealing them within her bosom ; but, at all 
events, in preparation for any misfortune that might 
ultimately compel her to resign them, she deter- 
mined, without loss of time, to make herself mistress 
of their contents. 

One, and the most important of these documents, 
was a iung and confidential letter from the emperor 
to the town council and the chief heads of convent- 
ual houses in Elosterheim. It contained a rapid 
summary of the principal events in her lover's life, 
from his in&ncy, when some dreadful domestic trag- 
edy had thrown him upon the emperor's protection, 
to his present period of early manhood, when his 
own sword and distinguished talents had raised him 
to a brilliant name and a high military rank in the 
imperial service. What were the circumstances of 
that tragedy, as a case sufficiently well known to 
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those whom he addressed, or to be collected firom 
accompaDying papers, the emperor did not say. 

But he lavished every variety of praise upon Max- 
imilian, with a liberality that won tears of delight 
from the solitary young lady, as she now sat at 
midnight looking over these gracious testimonies 
to her lover's merit. A theme so delightful to 
Paulina could not be unseasonable at any time ; and 
never did her thoughts revert to him mor# fondly 
than at this moment, when she so much needed his 
protecting arm. Tet the emperor, she was aware, 
must have some more special motive for enlarging 
upon this topic than his general &yor to Maximilian. 
What this could be, in a case so closely connecting 
the parties to the correspondence on both sides 
with Klosterheim, a little interested her curiosity. 
And, on looking more narrowly at the accompany- 
ing documents, in one which had been most point- 
edly referred to by the emperor she found some 
disclosures on the subject of her lover's early mis- 
fortunes, which, whilst they filled her with horror 
and astonishment, elevated the natural pretensions 
of Maximilian in point of birth and descent more 
nearly to a level with the splendor of his self-created 
distinctions ; and thus crowned him, who already 
lived in her apprehension as the very model of a 
hero, with the only advantages that he had ever 
been supposed to want — the interest which attaches 
to unmerited misfortunes, and the splendor of an 
illustrious descent. 

As she thus sat, absorbed in the stoiy of her 
lover's early misfortunes, a murmuring sound of 
talking attracted her ear, apparently issuing firom 
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cloMt. HMtily tlifowfiig open the door, riio 
ibuiiii thskt a thin wooden partition, veiaed with 
BfUMroiui ohinlu, waa tbe aole separation between 
4he doMt and an adjoining bed-room. The words 
were startling, incoherent, and at times raving. 
JMdentij tiiey prooeeded from some patient stretched 
on a bed of sickness, and dealing with a sort of 
horrors in his distempered fancy, worse, it was to 
be hopedi tiian any which the reoords of liis own 
remembrance conld bring befeie faun. Sometimes he 
spoke in the character of one who chases a deer in 
a forest ; sometimes he was dose upon the haunches 
of Us game; sometimes it seemed on the point of 
escaping him. Then the nature of the game changed 
tttleriy, uid became something human ; and a com- 
panim was suddenly at his side. With Um he 

quarrelled fiercely about their share in the pursuit 
and capture. " 0, my lord, you must not deny it. 
Look, look! yonr huds are bloodier than mine. 
Fie! fie! is there no running water in the forest P 
— So young as he is, and so noble I — Stand off I 
he will ooTOT us all with Us Uoodl— 0, what a 
groan was that! It will have broke somel>ody's 
heart-strings, I think I It would have broken mine 
when I was younger. But these wars make na aU 

cruel. Yet YOU are worse than I am.*' 

Then again, after a pause, the patient seemed to 
start up in bed, and he cried out, oonyulrivelyy 
"Give me my share, I say. Wherefore must my 
share be so small There he comes past again. 
Now strike — now, now, nowl Qet his head down, 
my lord. — He off, by G— ! Now, if he gets out 
of* the forest, two hours will take him to Vi«ma» 



And we must go to Rome : where else could wc get 
dbBoiutioa t O, Heavens ! the ktxmi is fiill of blood $ 
m§j cmr haaida bt bloodj. I lee flowm all 

the way to Vicniia : but there is blood below : 0, 
what a depth I what a depth ! — 0 ! heart, heart I — 
See how he starts vp from his lair I — 01 yonrliigiH 
nesfl has deceived me 1 There aie a thousand upon 
one man I 

In sach terms he continiied to raye, imtil Pan* 
Ima's mind was so much harassed with the constant 

Bnccession of dreadful images and frenzied ejacula- 
tions, all making report of a liie passed in scenes of 
honor, bloodshed, and Tiolencei that at length, for 
her own relief, she was obliged to close the door ; 
through which, however, at intervals, piercing 
dmeks or hal^tifled curses still oontinned to find 
their way. It struck her as a remarkable coinci- 
dence, that something like a slender thread of con- 
nection might be fonnd between the dreadM stoiy 

narrated in the imperial document, and the delir- 
ious ravings of this poor, wretched creature, to 
whom accident had made her a neighbor for a single 

niprht. 

ii^lj the next morning Paulina and her servant 
were smnmoned to resume their journey ; and three 

hours inoie of d travelling brought them to the 
frowning fortress of Lovenstein. Their escort, with 
any one of whom they had fonnd but few oppor> 

tunities of communicatiim^ iiad shown themselves 
throughout gloomy and obstinately silent. They 
knew not, therefore, to what distance their journey 
extended. But, from the elaborate ceremonies with 
which they were here received, and the formal 
VOL. n. It 



fMeipt for ttioir persons, whidi was drmwn np wd 

delivered bj the governor to the officer commandiiig 
their aeoort^ PraUxiA judged that the oeetle of Loraik- 
■tefai woold pioTe to be tlieir fiiiel deetiMtioiu 
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CHAPTEH XXIII. 

Two days elapsed without anj change in Paulina's 
ntoatton, as ahe found it ananged upon ber fimi 
arrhral at Loyenstein. Her rooms were not incom- 
modious ; but the xuassj barricades at the doors, 
the giated windows, and the aentinelB who mounted 
guard upon all the avenues which led to her apart- 
ments^ satisfied her sufficiently that she was a 
prisoner. 

The third morning alter her airival brought her a 

still more imwelcome proof of this melancholy truth, 
in the summons which she received to attend a oourt 
of erhninal justice on the succeeding day, connected 
with the tenor of its language. Her heart died 
within her as she found herself called upon to 
answer as a delinquent on a charge of treasonable 

conspiracy ^vith various members of the university of 
Klosteilic iin, against the sovereign prince, the Land- 

graye of X . Witnesses in exculpation, whom 

could she produce ? Or liow defend herself before a 
tribunal where all alike — judge, evidence, accuser — 
were in effect one and the same malignant enemy f 
la what way she could haye come to be connected 
in the Landgrave's mind with a charge of treason 
against his princely rights, she found it difficult to 
explain, unless the mere &ct of having carried the 
imperial despatches in the trunks about her carriages 
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were sufficient to implicate her as a secret emissary 
or agent ooncemed in the unperiil diplomacy. But 
riie strongly suspected that some deep misapprehen- 
sion existed in the Landgrave's mind and its origin, 
she £uicied, might be found in the refined knaveiy 
of their ruffian hoet at Waldmhansen, in making' hfa 
market of the papers uliich he had piirluined. Bring- 
ing them ibrward separately and by piecemeal, he 
had probaUiy hoped to receive so many aep an i l e 
rewards. But, as it would often happen that one 
paper was necessary in the way of explanation, to 
another, and tiie whole, peibapa, weie almoal eaeet^ 
tial to the proper understanding of any one, the 
result would inevitably be grievously to mislead 
the Landgrave. Further commnnicationB, indeed, 
would have tended to disahmie the prince of any 
delusions raised in liiis way. But it was probable, 
ae Panlina had recently leaned in paeaiBg ihitmgh 
Waldenhaasen, lliat the ruffian's illneas and delirivin 
had put a stop to any further communication of 
papers \ and thus the misoonoeptions which he had 
caoaed were perpetoatsd in the Landgrave^a mind. 

It was on the tliird day after Paulina's arrival 
that she was first placed before the court. The pre* 
aiding officer in thsi tribniud was the governor of tiie 
fortress, a tried soldier, but a mjOTian of low liabits 
and cruel nature. JQLe had risen under the Land- 
grave'a patronage, as an adventurer of desperate 
courage, ready for any service, however disreputable, 
careless alike of peril or of infamy. In common 
with many partiaan officen, who had eprug from 
the ranks in this adventurous war, seeing on every 
side and in the highest quarters, priaces as well aa 



supreme commanders, the uttermost contempt of 
justice and xaoraX priaoiylej be IumI bought waj ta 
distiactioii and fiMrtuiie, fhrough wetj ipsoies of 

ignoble cruelty. lie had passed from ser\ ii p to ser- 
as he saw an opening for his own i >< uliar inter* 
Mt or muii, eirerywhm Talmd aa a aoldier of daa- 
perate enterprise, everywhere abhorred as a man. 
By birth a Croatian, he had exhibited himself as one 
of the most savage leaders of tbat ordur of barW 
riatia in the sack of Kagdebnrgh, wheore ha senred 
under Tilly ; but, latterly, he had taken service 
again under his original pation, the LandgravOj who 
had lured him back to hia interest by the nuik of 
general and the govci ik rship of Lovenstcin. 

This brutal oilicer, who had latterly lived in a state 
of continual intoxication, was the judge bafim whoni 
the lovely and innocent Paulina was now arraigned 
on a charge affecting her li&. In fact, it became 
obTioua that the piocesa was not deidgnad for anj 
other purpose than to save appearances, and, if thai 
should seem possible, to extract farther discoveries 
from the pxiaoaer. The general acted aa aupreM 
arbiter in every question of rights and power that 
arose to the court in the administration of their 
almost unlimited functions. Doubts he allowed of 
none ; and dut every knot of jurisprudence, whether 
iurm or substance, by his dualirtn sabre. Two 
assessors, however, he willingly received upon his 
bendi of justice, to lelieve him from the &tigne and 
difiiculty of conductiug a perplexed examination. 

These assessors were lawyers of a low class, who 
tempered the exevcige of their official dutiea with aa 
few scruples of justice, and as little regard to the 
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iMtnlnti of cmatmjf as their ndlitftry piiiiolpttL 

The three judg-es were almost equally ferocious, and 
tools equally abjoct of the unpimcipled fiOToreign 
whom tbej serred. 

A sovereign, however, he was ; and Paulina was 
well aware that in his own states he had the power 
of life and death. She had good reason to see that 
own death was resolved on ; still she neglected 
BO means of honorable self-defence. In a tone of 
miAgled sweet&ess and digmty she maintained her 
famooenoe of aU that was alleged against her ; pro* 
tested that she was unacquainted with the tenor of 
any papers whidi might have been found in her 
trunks ; and claimed her privilege, as a subject of 

the emperor, in bar of a.11 right on the Landgrave's 
part to call her to account. These pleas were over- 
mled, and when she further acquainted the court 

that she was a near n lativc of the emperor's, and 
ventured to hint at the vengeance with which his 
imperial majesty would not &il to visit so bloody m 
contempt of justice, she was surprised to find Ms 
menace treated with mociiiery and laughter. In real- 
ity, the long habit of fighting for and agauist all the 
princes of (Germany had given to tiie Croatian gen* 
eral a disregard for any of them, except on the single 
consideration of receiving his pay at the moment ; 
and a single circumstance, unknown to Paulina, in 
the final determination of the Landgrave, to earn a 
merit with his Swedish allies by breaking off aU 
tenns of reserve and compromise with the imperial 
court, impressed a savage desperation on the tone 
of that prince's policy at this particular time* The 
Landgrave had resolved to stake his all upon a sin- 



gle thro VST. A battle was now expected, wliicli, if 
£iirVorable to the Swedes, would lay open the road 
to Tienna. The La&dgraTO waa prepaied to aibide 
the issue ; not, perhaps, wholly uninfluenced U> so 
extreme a course by the very paper which had been 
robbed &om PaidiiuL Hia polioj waa known to hia 
agents, and conspicuously influenced their iuanner 
of receiving her menace. 

Meaacea, they infoimed her, came with better 
grace from those who had the power to enforce 
them ; and, with a brutal scofif, the Croatian bade her 
merit their indulgence by frank diaooTeriea and rolr 
nntaiytMrnfeaaiona. He inaieted on knowing the 
nature of the connection which the imperial colonel 
of horflOi Maximilian, had maintained with the ati»> 
denta of lUoateibeim ; and npon other diaeoveriee, 
with respect to most of which Paulina was tou im- 
perfectly informed herself to be capable of giving 
any light. Her eameet dedarationa to thia effi»ot 
were treated with disreg-ard. She w as dismissed 
for the present, but with an intimation that on the 
moRow she moat pr^Mffe herself with a more oom- 
plying temper, or with a sort of firmness in maintMB* 
ing her resolution, which would not, perhaps, long 
reeiat those means which the law had placed at their 
diq>osal for dealing with the refinctoiyand obstinate. 
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Pauuna meditated earncfcjtly upon the import of 
this parting thieat. Tbo num she coiuddored it, 
the kM could tbe doubt that tfa«se fierce inqnkdtora 

* had uieaut to threaten Lor with torture. She felt the 
whoLd in^^ignity of such a threat, tbough aha ooold 
kardly bring henelf to beUeve them in eameat^ 

On tlie luiluwiiig' morning she was sumniouod early 
before her judges. They had not yet aeaeiabled; 
but nome of tlie lower offioiala were pacing up and 
down, exchanging unintelligible jokes, looking* some- 
times at herfiellf sometimes at an iron machine, with 
a complex arrangement of wheela and ecrewm. Dark 
were tlie enairicieiie which aaeandted PaaMna as ihia 
framework or couch of iron first met her eyes ; and 
pediapa eome of the jeeta cirofolatnig anumgat the 
hniial miniitani of her bmtal judges woold harra 
been intelligible enough, had she condescended to 
torn bar attention in that direction. Meantime her 
doiibts were othsrwiae diqwrsed. The Croatian oA* 
cer now entered the room alone, his asticssors having 
probably declined participation in that part of the 
horrid functions which remained under tiie Land* 
grave's commission. 

This man, presenting a paper with a long list of 
interrogatories to Paulina, bade her now rehearse 
▼erbally the sum of the answers which she designed 
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to give. liuiniiriL;' rapidly throujrH tlifiii, rauliaLi 
roplied, with, digailj, yet trcmbliim^ md agitated, 

ll^tlkflft^^ 1^^k^90^lt ^^^^^39^^^ ^^^i^B^l^fci^l^^fcl^J ^Vl^^llioUll ^lllfll ^Ktt^^^^ 

cull 1(1 not answer ; many of them referring to points 
on wluoh sho had no knowiedgei and none of them 
beiog connrtent mUk the gratitoda attd Mendahip 
so larg-ely due on her side to the personB implicated 
in the bearing of these queationa* 

Certainly ; there are three qvmAotm only whkli 
it is in my power to answer at all — even these tafr- 
perfectly. Anawen iMb aa jm erpeci wodd load 

me vAA dishoiior/^ 

" Then v ni refuse ? 

"For the leaaona I have stated, uodoabtedly I 

Once more — you refuse ? ^' 

I refoae, certainly ^ hot do loe the juaticd to 
record my leasona.'' 

" Reasons 1 — ha I ha I they had need to be strong 
ouea if they will hold out against the argumenta of 
tbia pretfy plaything/' laying Ua hand upon the 
machine. "Howeyetj the choice m fom, not 
zniiie*" 

So saying, he made a sign to the attendanta. One 
began to move the machine, and work the ecrew9, or 

raise the clanking grates and framework; with a 
aaYage din ; two others bared their anas* ItaUna 
looked on motionlesa with anddan horror, and palpi- 
tating wiih fear. 

The Croatian nodded to the men; and theUf in a 
lond, commanding yoioOy exclaimed : " The qnastkm 
in the first degree I 
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At this moment raulina recovered Jiier skmgHk, 
which the fiitt panic had diapdled. She aaw a man 

approach her with a ferocious grin of exulintiun. 
Another, with the same horzid eYprcfiaion oi ooim- 
tenaace^ caiiied * large yaae of water* 

'I'lie whole indiernilj of the scene flashed full upon 
her mind. She, a lady of the imperial house, threat- 
ened with torture by the baae agent ef n titled nif> 
fian I She, who owed him no duty, — had violated 
no claim oi hospitality, though in her own person all 
had been atrodoaaly outraged i 

Thoughts like these flew rapidly through her brain, 
when suddenly a door opened behind her. It was 
an attendant with some implements ibr tightoiing or 
relaxing bolts. The bare-ermed ruffian at this mo- 
ment raised his urm to seize hers. Shrinking from 
the pollution of his acdunsed touch, Paulina turned 
hastily round, darted through the open door, and 
fled, like a dove pursued by vultures, along the pas- 
sages which stretched before her. Already she felt 
fhm hoi breathing upon her neck, already the fore- 
most had raised his hand to arrest her, when a sud- 
den turn brought her full upon a band of young 
women, tending upon one of superior rank, mani* 
festly their mistress. • 

''0, madam exclaimed Paulina, ''save me I 
saye me I " and with these words fell exhausted at 

the lady's feet. 

This female — young, beautiful, and with a touch- 
ing pensiyeness of manners — raised her tenderly in 

her arms, and with a sisterly tone of affection bade 
her fear nothing ; and the respectful manner in 
which the officials retired at her command satisfied 
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Paulina that she stood in some very near relation to 
tiie Landgrave, — in reality, she soon spoke of him 
M her ftthar. Is it posaibie/' thought Paulina to 
herself, " that this innocent and lovely child (for she 
was not more than seventeen, though with a prema- 
■tnrily of womanlj person that raised her to a level 
with Paulina's height) should owe the affection of a 
daughter to a tyrant so savage as the Landgrave ? ^' 

She found, however, that the gentle Princess Ade- 
line owed to her own childlike simplicity the best gift 
that one so situated could have received from the 
bounty of Heaven. The barbarities exercised by the 
Oroatian governor she charged entirely upon his 
own brutal nature ; and so conHrmed was she in this 
view by Paulina's own case, that she now resolved 
upon ezecnting a resolution she had long projected. 
Her father's confidence was basely abused ; this she 
said, and devoutly believed. " No part of the truth 
ever reached him ; her own letters remained disre- 
garded in a way which was irreconcilable with the 
testimonies of profound affection to herself, daily 
showered upon her by his highness.'' 

In reality, this bole child of the Landgrave was 
also the one sole jewel that gave a value in his eyes 
to his else desolate life. Everything in and about the 
castle of Lovenstein was placed under her abisulute 
control, even the brutal Croatian governor knew 
that no plea or extremity of circumstances would 

atone for one act of liisobedience to her orders ; and 
hence it was that the ministers of this tyrant retired 
with so much prompt obedience to her commands. 

Experience, however, had taught the princess that, 
not unfrequentiy, orders apparently obeyed were 
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afterward s secretly evaded ; and tlie disregard paid 
of lata to her letterB of compiaint satisfied 1^ iiaX 
ibeywm stifled and mppreased by the gOTeniof. 
I'iiulina, therefore, whom a few hours of unrestrained 
iiitercoursa had made interestmg to her hcait; she 
woold not suiFer eren to sleep apart from herself 
Her own agitation on 'Qie poor prisoner's behalf be- 
came greater even than that of Paulina ; and as fresh 
circiunstances of snspicioxi daily arose in the saTsge 
goyenior's deportment, she now took in upood earnest 
those measures for escape to Klotitcihciui which she 
had long arranged. In this puipoae she was greatly 
assisted by the absolute authority which her &ther 
liad conceded to her over everything but the mere 
naiiitary arrangements in the fortress. Under the 
color of an excursion, such as she had been daily 
accustomed to take, she found no difficulty in placing 
Paulina, sufficiently disguised, amongst her own ser- 
▼ants. At a proper point of the road, Paulina and a 
few attendants, with the princess herself, issued from 
their coaches, and, bidding them await their return 
in half an hour's interval, by that time were &r ad- 
vanced upon their road to the military post of Falk- 
enberg. 
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CKAPTEB XXIV. 

Iir twmity daj« tbe mysterioiiB Ibmpm had smtt- 
moned tiie LtndgraTt *'to ftnswer for erfraes im- 

atuiied; before a tribunal where no power but that of 
innocence ooold avail him.'' Tbeae days were nearly 
expired. The morning of the twentieth had archred. 

There were two interpretations of this summons. 
By many it was belieyed that the tribunal contem- 
plated was that of the emperor ; and that, by aome 

mjsteiiuns plot, -sviiicli could not be more difficult 
of execution than others which had actually been 
aooompliBhed by The Maaque, cm thia day the Land- 
grave wotdd be carried off to Vienna. Others, again, 
understanding by the tribunal, in the same sense, the 
imperial chamber at ciimmal juatiee, beHeved it poa- 
aiMe to M£l the fmmmona in some way leas liable 
to delay or uncertainty than by a long journey to 
VieDna^ tiirongh a oonntiy beset wi^ enemies. But 
a tfahrd p«rty, diffMing ftom both tbe others, under* 
stood by the tribunal where innocence was the only 
shidd the judgment-seat of heaven ; imd believed 
that on thia day justice would be ezeented on the 

Landi:;rave, for crinics known and unknown, by a 
public and memorable death. Under any interpret^ 
ati<m» however, nobody amongst the dtlaons ooold 
venture peremptorily to deny, after the issue of the 
maaqued ball, and of so many other public deuuncia- 



tiosB, thftt The Maaqne would keep his word to tiie 

letter. 

It followed, of necefjsitj, that everybody was oa 
tiie tiptoe of enepensei and that the intereet hang^ 
ing upon the isene of this night's events swallowed 
up all other anxieties, of whatsoever nature. Even 
the battle which was now daily expected between 
the impttial and Swedish aniiies ceased to oecopy 

the hearts Luid conversation of the citizens. Do- 
mestic and public concerns alike gave way to the 
coming catastrophe so solemnly denounced by The 

Masque. 

The Landgraye alone maintained a gloomy reserve, 
and the expresdon of a haughty disdain. He had 

resolved to meet the summons with the liveliest ex- 
pression of deiiance, by fixing this evening for a 
second masqned baU, upon 9i greater scale than the 
first. In doing this he acted advisedly, and witii the 
counsel of his Swedish allies. They represented to 
him that the issue of the approacdiing battle might 
be relied upon as pretty nearly certain ; all the indi- 
cations w ere indeed generally thought to promise a 
decisive turn in their favor ; but, in the worst case, 
no defeat of the Swedish army in this war had ever 
been complete ; that the bulk of the retreating til 111 ^ , 
if the Swedes should be obliged to retreat, would 
take the road to Klosterheim, and would famish to 
himself a garrison capable of holding the city for 
many months to come (wd that would not fail to 
bring many fresh chances to all of them), whihrt to 
his new and cordial idlies this course would offer a 
secure retreat from pursuing enemies, and a satis- 
fiM>tory proof of his own fidelity* This even in the . 
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worst case ; whereas in the better and more probable 
me, of 9k yictoiy to the Swedes, to maintain tiM oitj 
but for a day or two longer againat intotnal oonspuv 

ators, and the secret cooperators outside, would be 
in ejQtect to ratify any victory which the Swedes 
might gain bj putting into their haada at a eiilioal 

moment one of it^ most splendid trophies and guar> 
antees. 

Theae connsela fiall too mmh into the LandgraTe'a 

own way of thinking to meet with any demurs from 
him. It was agreed, therefore, that aa many Swedish 
troops aa oonld at this important moment be spavad 
sbonld be introdnoed into the halls and saloons of 
the castle^ on the eyentful evening, disguised as 
BmaqnecB. These were abont fbnr hondred ; and 
other ammgraients were made, equally mysterfons, 
and some of them known only to the Landgrave. 

At seven o'clock, as on the former occasion, the 
company began to assemble. The same rooms were 
thrown open ; bnt, as the party was uuw far more 
numerous, and was made more comprehensiye in 
point of rank, in order to incdnde all who were in* 
^ ch ed in the conspiracy which liad been some time 
mat u ring in ^osterheim, iresh suites of rooms were 
judged necessaiy, on tiie pretext of giving fiiUer 
effect to the princely hospitalities of the Landgrare. 
And, on this occasion, according to an old privilege 
conceded in the case of coronations or galas of 
magnificence, by the lady abbess of St. Agnes, the 
partition walls were removed between the great hall 
of the soMoM and the re&ctoiy of that immense con-* 
Tent ; so that the two yast establishments^ which on 
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The compaDV liad now continued to pour in for 
two boura* Tim paUco wd tba xa&ctory ot' tbtt 
oomnt wmte now OMiAowing wttk lights ind 

splendid masques ; the avenues and corridors rang* 
with niugic ; attd^ though every heart waa thxobhiag 
with i»Mr and anapenae, no outward ezpieaaicm wis 

wanting of joy and festal pleasure, for the present, 
sil was calm around the slumbering Toloano. 

Bndiuiij, tfaa OcMmi St. Aldwiih<iim» irira waa 
standing witti mm folded, and surreying the bril- 
liant scene. Mi some one touych hia hand, in ilie way 
QOBoaitad ft»«"f^ the conqpiraloia aa a pnnte alg^ 
nal of fiaeognitioii. Ha toroad, and mogniaed bia 
friend the Baron Adelort, who saluted iiim with 
three OTijhatig words — ''Wo are batr^adl'' — 
Than, aftar a pans, "Follow me." 

St. Aldenheirn made liis way through the giilterin^ 
crowds, and pressed after his oondi^tor into tau^ of 
tha aioal privala oonidora. 

''Pear not/' paid tlie other, '■that we shall bo 
watched* Vigilance ia no longer necessary to our 
oia% enemy. Ha haa already toampbed. Brery 

avenue of escape is barred and secured against 
US i every outlet of the palace is occupied by tha 
Landgfave'a tiooiia. Not a man of aa will letnm 
aliFe.'' 

"Heaven forbid we should prove ourselves suck 
gttUs I You are bat jaatiag, mj friend^'' 
" Woold to Qod I weva t my inibnialion ia but 

too certain. Something I have overheard by acci- 
dent ; something has been told me i and something I 
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httw tEmn. Ooiiie jon, alao^ ooimt^ and see wh«fc I 

will show you : then Judge for yourself." 

So BAymg, hQ led St. Alde&heim by a little circuit 
of {MMagas to a dooiwaj, fhroiigli which they ptag^d 
into a hall of vast proportions ; to judge by the ca^ 
t&lalques, aad moral monuments, scattered at iuter- 
Tals along the vast ezpanae of its waDa^ thia aeemed 
to be the ante-chapel of St. Agnes. In fact it was 
80 ; a few faint lights glimmered tkrough liie gloomy 
extent of this immenae ehamberi jdaood (aocoidiiig 
to the Gatholic rite) at the ahrine of the aafnt. 
Feeble as it was, however, the light was powerful 
ettongh to display in the centre a pile of acMffolding 
ooTored with black drapery. Standing at the feot» 
they could trace the outlines of a stage at the sum- 
mit^ fenced in with a vailing, a block, and the other 
appanitna for the adeimiity of a public execntfcn, 
whilst the saw-dust below their feet ascertained the 
spot in which the heada were to fs^, 

" Shall we aaoend and rehearse onr parts f asked 
the count : "for methinks everything is prepared, ex- 
cept the headsman and the spectators. A plague on 
the inhospitable knaTO I 

"Yes, St. Aldenheim, all is prepared — even to 
the sufferers. On that list you stand foremost. 
Beheye me, I speak with knowledge ; no matter 
where gained. It is certain.'' 

" Well, necessitas non twbet Legem ; and he that 
dies on Tuesday will never catch cold on Wednes> 
day. But, still, that comfort is something of the 
coldest. Think jou that none better could be 
had?'' 

" As how r " 
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BdvengOfpar memple; a little revenge. Might 
one not screw the neck of this beae prince, who 
abuses the confidence of cavaliers so perfidional^f 
To die I care not; but to be caught in a trap, 
and die Uke a rat lured by a bait of toasted 
cheese — Faugh I my oonntly Mood rebels against 

Something might surely be donOi if we could 
muster in any streng1ii« That is, we might die 

Bword in hand j but — 

£nongh I I ask no more. Now let us go. We 
win separately pace the rooms, draw together as 

many of our party as wo can single out, and then 
l^rodaim onrselyes. XiOt each answer for one victun. 
I 'II take his highness for my share/' 

With this purpose, and thus forewarned of the 
dreadful iate at hand, they left the gloomy ante- 
chapel, trayersed the long soite of entertaining 
rooms, and collected as many as could easily be de- 
tached from the dsjices without too much pointing 
oat their own motions to. the attention of all present. 
The Count St. Aldenheim was seen rapidly explain- 
ing to them the circumstauces of their dreadful situ- 
ati<m ; whilst hands uplifted, or suddenly applied to 
the hilt of the sword, with other gestures of iMiddm 
emotion, expressed the different impressions of rage 
or fear, which, under each^Tariety of character, im* 
inressed the several hearers. Some of them, how- 
ever, were too unguarded in their motions ; and the 
energy of their gesticulations had now begun to 
attract the attention of the company. 

The Landgrave liiinself liad his eye upon tlicm. 
But at this moment his attention was drawn oil by 
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an uproar of confusion in an ante-chamber, which 
some tragical importance In the caiiae that 
could prompt so sadden a disregard for the restrsints 

of time and place. 
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CIIAPTEr^ XXV. 

His highness issued irom the room ia consterna- 
tion, followed by many of the company* In the 
very ctiitre of the ante-room, booted and spurred, 
bearing all the marks of extreme haste, panic, and 
confnsion, stood a Swedish officer^ dealing fcnrth 
hasty fragments of some heart-shaking intelligence. 
"All is lost!'' said he; "not a regiment has es- 
caped 1 " And the place t " exclaimed a press of 
inqnireTB. "Nordlingen.'^ "And which way has 
the Swedish army retreated ? demanded a masque 
behind him. 

Betreat I " retorted the officer, I tell you there 

18 no retreat. All have perished. The army is no 
more. Horse, foot, artillery — all is wrecked, crushed, 
annihilated. Whatever yet lives is in the power of 
the imperialists. 

At this moment the Landgrave came up, and in 
every way strove to check these too liberal commn* 
nications. He frowned ; the officer saw him not. 
He laid his hand on the oHicer's arm, but all in vain. 
He spokO; but the officer knew not, or forgot his 
rank. Panic and immeasurable sorrow had crushed 
his heart ; he cared not for restraints ; decorum and 
ceremony were become idle words. The Swedish 
army had perished. The greatest disaster of the 
whole Thirty Years^ War had lalieu upon his coon* 



tiymen. His own eyes bed wi tn e ee ed the tragedy, 

aTid he had no power to check ur restrain Uiut which 
made his heart overtlow. 

The Landg»Te xetifed. Bat in half an lionr tlie 

"banquet was announced; and hifi ]ii;^^hne88 had so 
much comiiKind over his owa iieeiiiii^s that he took 
hie eeat at the table. He eeemed tranquil in the 
raidet of general agitation; fi>r the company were 
diatracted by various passions. Some exulted in the 
gieat victory of the imperialiats, and the approach^ 
ing liberation of Kloeteiheun. Some, who were im 
the secret, anticipated with horror the coming tragedy 
of Yengeanoe upon hie enemies which the Landgraye 
had prepared for this night. Some were filled with 
subpenbc and awe on the probable luliilinent in tsume 
way or other, donbtfol as to the mode, bat tragic (it 
was not doubted) for the result, of The Masque's 
mysterious denunciation. 



Under such circumstances of universal agitation 
and 8uspenBe,«--*fi>r on one side or other it seemed in- 
eatable that this night must produce a tragical 
catastrophe, — it was not extraordinary that silence 
and embanassment should at one moment take pos* 
session of the company, and at anottier that kind of 
forced and intermitting gaycty which still more 
forcibly proclaimed the trepidation which really mas- 
tered the spirits of the assemblage* The banquet 
was magnificent ; but it moved heavily and in sad- 
ness. The music, which broke the silence at inter- 
vals, was animating and triumphant ; but it had no 
power to disperse the gloom wiuch hung over the 
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ereningi and whkb wm gathering atrengtfa con- 
qneuDiialy «i the hoars adTneed ta midnight. 

As the clock struck eleven, the orchestra had sud- 
denly become eileiit ; wd, ae no bun of oonveraation. 
meoeeded, the anxiety of expeotstion became more 
painfully irritating. The whole va^l assemblacre was 
hoahed, gasiiig at the doom, at each other, or watch- 
ing, stealthily, the Landgraye's countenaiice. Sudp 

denly a sound was heard in an ante-ruom ; a page 
entered with a step hurried and discomposed, 
adyanced to the Landgfaye'e eeat, and, bending 
duvvii wards, whispered some news or message to 
that prince, of which not a syllable could be caught 
by the company. Whateyer were its import, it could 

not be collected, Iruui any very marked change on 
the ^aatures of him to whom it was addressed, that 
he participated in the emotions of the messenger, 
which were obviously those of grief or panic — pep- 
haps of both united. Some even £EU[icied that a 
transient expression of malignant exultation crossed 
the Landgrave^s countenance at this moment. But, 
i£ that were so, it was banished as suddenly ; and, 
in the next instant, the prince arose with a leisurely 
motion; and, with a very successful aifcctation (if 
such it were) of extreme tranquillity, he moved for- 
wards to one of the ante-rooms, in which, as it now 
appeared, some person was ;iwaiting his presence. 

Who, and on what errand I These were the ques- 
tions which now racked the curiosity of those among 
the company who had least concern in the final 
event, and more painfully interested others, whose 
fiite was conscioQS^ dependent upon the accidents 
iridch the next hour mig^t happen to bring up. 



lift 



Silence still eoiitiiiiiiii|f to prevAil, mA, if poimible, 
deeper aiieuce thw before^ it wm movitable that all 
the company, thofle eren whoso honoiable temper 
would least have brooked anj eettled purpoee of 
siirprisiiig the Landgrave's secrets, should, m soma 
meaame, become a par^ to what waa bow paarfag 
in the ante-room. 

The voice of the Landgrave was heard at times, 
briefly and aomewbat atemly in reply ^ but apparently 
in the tone of one who ia thrown upon the necessity 
of self-defence. On the other side, the speaker waa 
earnest, solemn, and (aa it seemed) upon an office 
of menace or npbratdiDg. For a time, howeyer, the 
tones were low and snbdued ; but, as the passion of 
the scene advanced, less restraint was observed on 
both sides ; and at length many believed that in the 
stranger's voice they recognizLd that of the lady 
abbess i and it was some corroboration of this con* 
jectore, tiiat the name of Panlina began now 
frequently to be caught, and in connection with 
raunoua words, indicating some dreadful iate sup- 
posed to have befidlen her. 

A few moments dispersed all doubts. The tones 
of bitter and angry reproach rose louder than before ; 
they were, without doubt, those of the abbess. She 
charged the blood of Pauliiia upon the Landgrave's 
head; denounced the instant vengeance of the 
emperor for so great an atrocitj ; and, if that ooold 
be evaded, bade him expect certain retribution from 
Heaven for so wanton and useless an eilut^ion of 
innocent blood. 

The Landgrave replied in a lower key ; and his 
words were few and rapid. That they were words 
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of fiecoe roorimi&fttioii, was emly collected from the 
tone ; and in the next mumte the partieB separated 
with little ceremony (as was sufficiently evident) on 
either nde» and with mutual wrath. The Xjaudgrave 
restored the banqueting-room ; his featoies discom* 
posed and inflated with passion ; but such was his 
selfeommandy and so habitual his diorimulation, that, 
hj the time he reached his seat^ all traces of agitation 
had disappeared ; his countenance had resumed its 
usual expression of stem serenil^y and his manners 
their usual air of perfect selfpossession. 



The dock of St. Agnes struck twelye. At that 

sound the Landcrave rose. Friends and illustrious 
strangers I said he, I have caused one seat to be 
left empty for that blood-stained Masque, who sum- 
moned me to answer on this nig'ht for a crime which 
he could not name, at a bar which no man knows. 
His summons you heard. Its fulfilment is yet to 
come. But I suppose few of us are weak enough to 
expect — " 

" That The Masque of Klosterheim will ever break 

his engagements," said a deep voice, suddenly inter- 
rupting the Landgrave. All eyes were directed to 
the sound ; and, behold 1 there stood The Masque, 
and seated himself quietly in the chaur which had 
been left vacant for his reception. 

It is well I said the Landgrave ; but the air of 
vexation and panic wilit which he sank back into his 
seat belied his words. Bising again, alter a pause, 
with some agitation, he said, Audacious crioiinal I 
since last we met, I have learned to know you, and 
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to appreciate your purposes. It is now iit they 
should be known to Klostorheim. A aoeno ofjuMUm 

awaits you at present; whicli will teach this city to 
understaud the delusions which could build any part 
of her hopes upon youroelf. QitisBent and fiiends^ 
not I, but these dark criminals and interl opors whom 
jruu will presently see revealed iu their true coLora, 
are answerable for that interraption to the eeimie of 
our peaceful festivities, which will presently be 
brought before you. iNot I, but they are respons- 
ible.'^ 

So saying, the Landgrave arose, and the whcJe 
of the inunenso audience, who now resumed their 
masques, and prepared to follow whither his higb- 
ness shottld lead. With the haste of one who fears 
he may be anticipated in his purpose, and the fiuy 
of some l^ird of prey, apprehending that his strug- 
gling victim may be yet torn from his talons, the 
prince hurried onw u Is to the ante-chapeL Innumer- 
able torches now iUuminated its darkness ; in otiier 
respects it remained as St. Aldenheim had left it. 

The Swedish masques had many of them withdrawn 
from the gala on hearing the dreadful day of Nordtitt* 
gen. But enongh remained, when strengthened by 
the body-guard of the Landgrave, to make up a corps 
of nearly five hundred men. Under the comtnand of 
Colonel von Aremberg, part of fhem now enclosed 
the BcaSvl^i, and part prepared to seize the persous 
who were pointed out to them as conspiratoni. 
Amongst these stood foremost The Masque. 

Shaking oft' those who attempted to lay hands 
upon him^ be strode disdainftiily wilhin the hng ; 
and then, turning to the Landgrave, he said — 
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PriDce, for once be generous ; accept me as a 
ransom iur the rest/' 

The Xjandgrave smiled sarcasticany. That mre 
an unequal bargain, melliiziks, to take a part in 
• exchauge for the whole/' 

The whole ? And where is, then, yonr aBsnrance 
of the wholef " 

*'Who Bliould now make it duublful? There is 
the block; the headsman is at hand. What hand 
can deliver from this extremity even you. Sir 
Masque ? '' 

That which has many times delivered me from a 
greater. It seems, prince, that you forget the last 
days in the history of Klosterheim. He that rules 
by night in ELlosterheim may well expect a greater 
ftror than this when be descends to sue for it.'' 

The Landgrave smiled contemptuously. "But, 
again I ask you, sir, will you on any terms grant 
immunity to tiiese young men ? " 

Yuu 6ue as vainly for others as you would do for 
yourself," 

Then all grace is hopeless ? " The Landgrare 

vouchsafed iio answer, but made signals to Ton 
▲remberg. 

Gentlemen, cavaliers, citizens of Klosterheim, 

you that are not involved in the Landgrave's suspi- 
cions/^ said The Masque, appealingly, "will you 
not join me in the intercession I offer for these young 
friends, who are else to perish uiyudged, by blank 
edict of martial law V 

The citizens of Klosterheim interceded with ineffect- 
ual supplication. "Gentlemen, you waste your breath; 
they die without reprieve,' ' replied the Landgrave. 



" Will your highness spare none ? 
"Not one/' he exclaimed, angrilji — " not the 
yoiiBgeBt amongst them/' 

" Nor grant a day's respite to him w hu may appear, 
on examination, the least criminal of the whole t 

''A da j'b xeapitef No, nor half an honr'a. 
Headsman, be ready. Soldiers, lay the heaihi of the 
priaonera ready for the axe.'' 

Detested prince, now look to yonr own I * 

With a succession of passions ll> lag over his face, — 
rage^ disdain, suspicion, — the Landgrave looked round 
upon The Maaqne as he ntteied these wofds, and, 

with pallid, ghastly constr i Uciliun, beheld him raise 
to his lips a hunting-horn which depended from his 
neck. He blew a blast, which was immediately 
answered Iruin within. Silence as of the grave 
ensued. All eyes were turned in the direction of the 
answer. Expectation was at its summit; and in less 

than a minute solemnly uprose the curtain , which 
divided the chapel from the ante-chapel, revealing a 
scene that smote many hearts with awe, and the 
consciences of some with as much horror as if it had 
really been that linal tribunal which numbers believed 
The Masque to have denounced. 



CHAPTSK XXTI. 

The great chapel of St. Agnes, the immeiaoriaJ 
hall of covonation for the Landgrmves of X » was 

capable of conlaiiiin^ witli ease from seven to ei^lit 
thouaand spectators. Nearly that number uqw 
coUacted in the gaUeriae, which^ on the reoorrenoe 
oi I hat great occasion, or of a royal marriage, were 
ttnuaUy assigned to the spectators. These were all 
eqtmpped in bnntisbed aimsi the vei^ ^Ufs of the inv* 
penal army. Besistance was hopeless ; in a single 
moment the Landgrave saw himself dispossessed of 
all hla hopes by an oyerwhriming toree ? theadTaooed 
guard, in fiMt, of the victoiiona imperiaUstSi now fireah 
from Nordlingen. 

On the marble area of the chapel, leyel with their 
own poaitioni were amnged a brilliant staff of offi* 
cers ; and, a little in advance of them, so as almost 
to reach the ante-ch^pel, stood the impmal legate or 
ambaesador. Thie nobleman advanced to the crowd 

m 

of Klosterhoimers, and spoke thus : 

Citizens of Klosterheim, I bring you from the 
emperor yonr true and lawfal Landgrave, Maximilian, 

son of your last beloved i)rince.** 

Both chapels resounded with acclamations ^ and 
the troops presented arms* 

Show ufl our prince I let us pay him our homage ! 
echoed from every mouth. 
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"This is mere treason ! exclaimed the usurper. 
''The emperor myitee treason against his own 
fhrone, who nndermmeB that of other princes. The 

late Landgrave had uo son j bo much is kuowu to 
you all.'^ 

None that was known to his murderer/' replied 

The Alasquo, " else Lad lie met no better lute than 
Ids unhappy ^Either." 

Mnrderer 1 And what art thou, btood-pollnted 

Mascjue, with hands yet reeking from the lih.Kjd of 
all who refused to join the conspiracy against your 
lawfhl prince f 

*' Citizens of Kh^sterlicim/' said the legate, first 
let the emperor^ s friend be assoiled from all iiyn- 
rions thoughts. Those whom ye believe to have 
been removed by murder are here to speak for them- 
selves.'^ 

Upon this the whole line of those who had mys- 
teriously discippeared from KloRterheim presented 
themselves to the welcome of their astonished 
friends. 

"These," said the legato, ''quitted Klosterheim, 
even by the same secret passages which enabled us to 
enter it, and for the self-same purpose, — to prepare the 

path for tlie restoration of tlic true heir, ]\[aximiHau 
the Fourth, whom in this noble prince you behold, 
and whom may Qod long preserve I 

Saying this, to the wonder of the wliolc assembly, 
he led forward The Masque, whom nobody had yet 
suspected for more than an agent of the tnte heir. 

The Landgrct\e, meantime, thus suddeidy de- 
nounced as a tyrant, usurper, murderer, had stood 
aloof, and had given bat a slight attention to the 
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Ifttter words of fhe legato. A race of pasooiui had 

traversed liiB couutenance, chasing each other in 
flying successioQ. Bat bj a prodigioua extort he 
recalled himself to the acene before him ; and, strid- 
ing up to the crowd, of which the legate was the 
central figure, he raised his arm with a gesture of 
indignation, and protested yehemently that the assas- 
sination of Maximilian's father had been iniquitously 
charged upon himself, — And yet," said he, " upon 
that one gratuitous assnmption have been built all the 
other foul suspicions directed against my person." 

"Pardon me, sir," replied the legate, *'the evi- 
dences were such as satisfied the emperor and his 
council; and he showed it by the vigilance with 
which he watched over the Prince Maximilian, and 
the anxiety with which he kept him from approach* 
ing your highness, until his pretensions could be 
established by arms. But, if more direct evidence 
were wanting, since yesterday we have had it in the 
dying confession of the very agent employed to strike 
the fatal blow. That man died last night, penitent 
and contrite, having fully unburdened his conscience, 
at Waldenhausen. With evidence so overwhelming, 
the emperor exacts no further sacrifice from your 
highness than that of retirement irom public life, to 
any one of your own castles in your patrimonial 
principality of OberliorDstein. — But, now for u more 
pleasing duty. Citizens of Klostorheim, welcome 
your young Landgrave in the emperor's name : and 
to-morrow you shall welcome also your future Land- 
graviue, the lovely Countess Paulina, cousin to the 
emperor, my master, and cousin also to your noble 
yoxmg Landgrave." 



*'Nol'^ ezolumed the malignant naufper, *'hn 

yon shall never see alive ; for that, be well assured, 
I have taken care/' 

Vile« unworthy prince I replied hia 
eyes kindling with passion, " know that yonr inteor 
tions, so worthy of a licud, towards that most inno- 
cent of ladies, have been confounded and brought to 
nothing by yonr own gentle danghtcTi worthy of a 
&r nobler father/' 

" If you speak of my directions for administering 
the tortore, — a matter in which I presnme that I ezr 
ercised no unusual privileg'G aiuongst Geniiaii sove- 
reigns, — you are right. But it was not that of wliich 
I apoke/' • 

"Of what else, then?— The Lady i'aulma has 
escaped/' 

"True, to i^alkenberg. But, doubtleaa, young 

Landgrave, you have heard of such a thing as the 
intercepting of a fugitive prisoner ; in such a case, 
you know the punishment which martial law awards. 
The govemor at Falkenberg had his orders/' These 
last significant words he uttered in a tone of peculiar 
meaning. His eye sparkled with bright gleams of 
malice and of savage vengeance, rioting in ite com* 
pletion. 

" 0, heart — heart I ^' exclaimed Maximilian, "can 
this be possible t '' 

The imperial legate and all present crowded 
around him to suggest such consolation as they 
could. Some offered to ride off eicpress to Falken* 

berg; some argued that the Lady Paulina had been 
seen within the last hour. But the hellish exuiter 
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In rained happineBB daatroyed that hope aa soon as it 
dswned. 

** Ciiildrcn ! said lie, foolish children ! cherish 
AOi such chimeras. Me you have destroyed, Laud- 
grare, and the prospects of my house. Now perish 
yourself. — Look there : is that the form of one who 
UvcB and breathes ? 

AU pxesent turned to the scaffold, in which direo 
tion he pointed, and now first remarked, covered 
with a black pall, and lnong-ht hither doubtless to 
aggfayate the pangs of death to Maximilian, what 
seemed bnt too certainly a female corpse. The stat- 
ure, the line swell of the bust, the rich outline of the 
fonn, all pointed to the same conclusion ; and, in this 
recomhent attitode, it seemed Imt too clearly to pre- 
sent the magnificent proportions of Paulina. 

There was a dead silence. Who could endure to 
break it t Who make the effort which was forevor 

to fix the fate of ^laximilian? 

He himself could not. At last the deposed usurper, 
cnmng for Helb consummation of his vengeance, him- 
self strode forward ; with one savage grasp he tore 
away the pall, and below it lay the innocent features, 
sleeping in her last tranquil slumber, of his own 
gentle-minded daughter I 



No heart was feund savage enough to exult ; the 
sorrow even of such a father was sacred. Deatli , and 
through his own orders, had struck the only being 
whom he had ever loved ; and the petrific mace of 

the fell destroA^er seemed to have smitten his own 
heart, and withered its hopes forever. 
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Bwrffbody eoroprehended the miRtake In a mo- 
ment. Pauliua had iingercji at Wakleniiauseii under 
the protection of an imperial ootpB, which aha had 
m^tm her flight, Thetjrani, who had heard of her 
escape, but apprehended no necessity for such a step 
on die part of his daughter, had iaaned sodden ordera 
to the officer commanding the military poet at Falken- 
berg, to seize and shoot tlio female priboiier escaping 
irom confinement, without allowing any explanationa 
whateoeTer, oh hi6r axrival at Falkaiiberg. This pre- 
caution he had adopted in part to iatcrcoj)! any de- 
nuiidation of the emperor'a Tangeance which Paulina 
night address to tibe officer. As a rode soUier, ac- 
custom cd to obey the letter of his orders, this com- 
mndant had executed hm commission ; and the 
gentle Adeline, who had natoralij haataned to the 

protection of her father's chateau, surrendered her 
breath meekly and with resignation to what she be* 
Uered a simple act of militaiy violence ; and this she 
did before she could know a syllable of her father's 
guilt or his iail, and without any the least reason for 
supposing him connected with the occasion of her 
early death. 

At this moment Paulina ijaade her appearance un- 
expectedly, to reiissore the yonng Landgrave by her 
presence, and to weep over her young friend, whom 
Bhc liad lost almost before bhe had come to know her. 
The scaffold, the corpse, and the other images of sor* 
low, were then withdrawn ; seyen thoosand impe- 
rial troops presented arms to the youthful Landg-ravc 
and the fntore Landgravine^ the brilliant favorites of 
the emperor; the immense area of St. Agnes re- 
sounded with the congratulations of Elosterheim ; 



and as the magniioeiit cortege mored off to the inte* 

nor oi the ^chhss, tlie &w£t\l of the coronation anthem 
liring in peak upon the ear from the choir of St« 
Agnes, and from the military bands of the imperial 
troops, awoke the promise of happier days, and of 
more e^imtable govermnenti to the long-^iaraased 
inhabiteiitB of EloBterheim. 



The SSosteriieimerB knew enough abeady, person- 

ally or by questions easily answered in every quarter, 
to supply any links which wlk wanting iu the rapid 
explanatfons of the legate. KeTerUieless^ that noth- 
ing miglit rcnuiiii liable to misapprehension or cavil, 
a short maniiesto was this night circakited by the 
new c^vemment, from which the following &cts are 
abstracted : 

♦ The last rightful Landgrave, whilst yet a young 
man, had been assassinated in the forest when hunt- 
ing. A year or two before this catastrophe he had 
contracted what, from the circumstances, was pre- 
sumed, at the time, to be a fnargemaHo or lefUianded 
marriage, with a lady of high birth, nearly connected 
with the imperial house. The effect of such a mar- 
riage went to incapacitate the children who might be 
bom under it, male or iemale, from succeeding. On 
that account, as well as because current report had 
represented her as childless, the widow lady escaped 
all attempts from the assassin. Meantime this lsdy» 
who was no other than Sister Madeline, had been 
thus indebted for her safety to two rumors, which 
were in fiMst equally false. She soon found hieans of 
coQvincuig the emperor, who had been the bosom 
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Meud of her pimceij hasband, Uiat bet maniagii 
WM a perfect one, and conferred the fullest righta of 

succession upon hrv iiilaiit son Maximili.iii, whom at 
the earliest age, and with the utmost Bccrecj^ she 
had committed to the care of his imperial nuyesty. 
This powcriul guarJiaa had in every way watclu'd 
over the interests of the young' prince. But tlio 
Tlmiy Yeara' War had thrown all Qennany into dia- 
tractiona, wliicli for a time thwarted tlni emperor, 
and lavored the views of the usurper. Latterly, alm>i 
another qnestion had arisen on the city and depend- 
ences of Klostcrheim, as distinct from the Land* 
graviate, These,^it was now affirmed, were a feuialo 
appanage, and conid only pass back to the Land- 

giayes of X through a marriage with the female 

inheretrix. To reconcile all claimB, tlierefore, on 
finding this bar in the way, the emperor had resolved 
to promote a marriage for Maximilian with Paulina, 
who stood equally related to the imperial liouBe 
and to that of her lover. In this view he had des- 
patched Paulina to Elosterheim, with proper docu- 
ments to support the claims of both parties. Of 
these documents she had been robbed at Waldeu" 
luiusen ; and the very letter which was designed to 
introduce Maximilian as "the cliild and sole repre- 
sentative of the late murdered Landgrave," falling 
i& this surreptitious way into the nsurper^s hand, had 
naturally misdirected his attacks to the person of 
Paulma. ' 

Per the rest, as regarded the mysterious move- 
ments of The Masque, these were easily explained. 
Pear, and the exaggerations of fear, had done one 
l^alf the work to his hands, by preparing people to 
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fall easy dupes to the plans laid, and hj increasing* 

the ruiiiaiitic wonders of his achievements. Coopera- 
tiou; also, on the part of the very students and others, 
who stood forwaotl as the night-watch for detecting 
him, had served The ALasque no less powerfully. 
The appearances of deadly struggles had been ar- 
ranged artificially to countenance the plot and to aid 
the terror. Finally, the secret passages which com- 
municated between the forest and the chapel of St* 
Agnes (passages of which many were actually ap- 
plied to that very use in the Thirty Years' \\\a- j had 
been unreservedly placed at their disposal by the 
lady abbess, an early friend of the unhappy Land- 
er. ivine, who sympathized deeply with that lady's 
unmerited sufichngs. 

One other explanation followed, communicated in 
a letter from ^Maximilian to the legate ; this related 
to the murder of the old seneschal, — a matter in 
which the young prince took some blame to himself, 
as licU iii^' uiilntcntionally drawn upon that excellent 
servant his unhappy fate. The seneschal,^' said 
the writer, was the faithful friend of my family, and 
knew the whole course of its misfurumes, ITe con- 
tinued his abode at the scJiloss, to serve my interest ; 
and in some measure I may fear that I drew upon 
him his fate. Traversing late one evening a suite of 
rooms, which his assistance and my own mysterious 
disguise laid open to my passage at all hours, I came 
suddenly upon tlic prince's retucmeut. He pursued 
me, but with hesitation. Some check I gave to his 
motions by halting before a portrait of my unhappy 
father, and emphatically point iiii^ his aliention to it. 
Conscience, I well knew, would supply a comment- 
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ary to my act. 1 produced iLu Jiiiprcssion which I 
liad anticipated, but mt »o fitronglj as to stop his 
pQisiut. My ooiirse neoeasarily Amw him into fhe 

Beneschars room. TIjo old man was Rlecping ; and 
this accident threw into the princess hands a paper, 
whtcb, I have naaon to think, shed fomo coiiaider»- 
llc lig'ht upon my own pretensions; and, in fact, first 
made my enemy acquainted with my existence and 
my claims. Meantime, the aenesdial had aecnred 

the prince's vengeance upon himself. He was now 
luLOwn as a faithfial agent in my service. Xhat iOMSt 
mgaei his deatfa*^wamnt. There is a window in a 

gallery which commands the interior of the sencB- 
chai's room. On the evening of the last /He, wait* 
ing there finr an opportunity of speaking secnrelj 
with this faithful servant^ I heard a deep <:;roan, and 
then another, and another ; I raised myself, and, with 
Ml ejacnlation of horror, looked down upon tibo mur- 
derer, thea surveying his victim with helliRh trium])h. 
Hy loud exclamation drew the murderer's eye up- 
wards: under the pangs of an agitated conscience, I 
liave reason to think that he took me f(jr my unhappy 
htkei, who perished at my age, and is said to have 
membled me closely. Who that murderer was, I 
need not say mote directly. He fled with tlic terror 
of one who iiies from an apparition. Taking a lesson 
from tliis inddent, on that same night, by the Tory 
^aiiie sudden revelation (A what passed, no doubt, 
lor my &tber^s countenance, aided by my mystenous 
cliaracter, and the proof I had announced to him im- 
inediately before my acquaintance with the secret of 
the seneschal's murder, in this and no other way it 
Was that I produced that powerful impression upon 
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tlie prince which tcrniinatod the festivities of that 
eyeuing, and which ail Kiosterheim witnessed. If 
not, it is £»r the prince to explain in what other wmy 
I did or could affect him bo powerfully/' 

This explanation of the else unaccountable horror 
manifeated by the ex-Landgrave on the sudden azpoa' 
nre of The Masque's features, received a remarkable 
oonfirmatiou from the coniessiua of the miserable 
assassin at Waldenhausen. This man's iUnees had 
been first brought on by the sadden shock of a situa- 
tion pretty nearly the same, acting on a conscience 
mm disturbed, and a more superstitions mind. In 
the very act of attempting to'assassinate or rob Maxi- 
mihau, he had been suddenly dragged by that prince 
into a dazzling light; and this settling full upon 
features which too vividly recalled to the murderer's 
recoiiectiuu the last unhappy Landgrave, at the very 
same period of blooming manhood, and in his own 
&vorite hunting palace, not far bom which the mur- 
der had been perpetrated, naturally enough had for 
a time unsettled the guilty man's understanding, and, 
terminating in a nervous fever, had at length pro- 
duced his penitential death. 

A death, happily of the same character, soon over- 
took the deposed Landgrave. He was laid by the 
side of his daiigliter, whose memory, as much even 
as his own penitence, availed to gather round his 
final resting-place the forgiving thoughts even of 
those who liud suflered most from liis < i ijucs. Klos- 
terheim in the next age flourished greatly, being one 
of those cities which benefited by the peace of West- 
phalia. Many changes took place in consequence, 
greatly afibcting the architectural character of the 
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town and its picturesque autiquities ; but, amidst aU 
Involutions of tbis* nature, the secret passages still 

survive, and to this day are bhuwn occasionally to 
strangers of rank and consideraUon, by which, more 
tiian by any other of the advantages at his disposal. 
The Masque of Klosterheim was enabled to replace 
himself in his patrimonial rights, and at the same 
time to liberate from a growing oppression his own 
cumpatiiufcs and subjects. 
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The most ancient* story iii tlio Pagau records, 
older by two generaiionA tbaa the storj of Troy, is 
tiiai of (EdipuB and hia myBterioiu &te, wlifadi wtaipt 

in ruin both himself and all his kindred. No atory 
whatever continued so long to impreas the Greek 
aemaibilitieB with zeligioaa wwe, or waa felt hj tlio 
great tragic poets to be so supremely fitted for scen- 
ical representation. In one of its stagea^ thia story 
is elothed with the majesty of darkneaa ; in another 
stage, it is radiant with burning h'ghts of female 
love, the most MthM and heroic, offering a beautiiul 
relief to the pretamatnral malice dividing the two 
sons uf (Edipus.* This malice was so intense, that 
when the corpaea of both brothers were bun^d 

tm Ihote 4»f PMBMtiMiUp Hmiilee, Tb»m «f Tnj aad ill ilif» 
la 4oiibite« by fome oanturiot oMmr llita iti miul ehronologte date 
ti aiM oentoflM MbM Oitiii And eottild«riag tli« maim aat of 
WktmUm tad P^falMfy the tvo Km of (Edipus; at the period of ihm 
"Bmm mgwmtt TMm,** wliSbh ivfiii wm eontenponyry wllli Ibo 
fathm of the heroes engaged in the Trojan war, it beoomes neoeasary 
trC> u<ld ;^ixty or soventj jcars to the Trojan date, in order io obtftin 
that of LLdipus and the Sphinx. Out of the Hebrew Soripturoa, thero 
ia nothing purely historio so old as this. 
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together on the same funeral pyre (as by oue tradi- 
tion ihey were), the flames from each parted asimder^ 
.and refused to mingle. This female love was so 
inteDBe, that it aunrived the death of its object, cared 
not for hnman praiae or blame, and laughed at the 
grave which waited in the rear lur itself, yavviiiiig 
viaibdy for immediate retribution. There are four 
separate movementa through which this impaasioiied 
tale devolves ; all are of coiuiaaudiiig interest ; aad 
ail wear a character of portentous solemnity, which 
file them tor harmoiuaing with the dusky shadows 
of that deep antiquity into which they jiscc nd. 

One only feature there is in the story, and this 
belongs to its second stage (which is also its svb- 
limest stage); wIkk^ a pure taste is likely to pause, 
and to revolt ae irom something nut perfectly recon- 
ciled with the general depth of the coloring* Tbia 
lies in the Sphinx's riddle, which, as hitherto ex- 
plained^ seems to us digpiorably below the grandeur 
of the occasion* Three thousand years^ at the leas^ 
have passed away since that riddle was propounded ; 
and it seems odd enougli that the proper solution 
should not present itself till November of 184^. That 
is true ; it seems odd, but still it is possible, that 
we, in anno domini 1849, may see further through a 
mile-stone than (Eidipns, the king, in the year b. o. 
twelve or thirteen hundred. The long interval be- 
tween the enigma and its answer may remind the 
reader dT an old story in Joe Miller, where a tcayd** 
ler, apparently an inquisitive person, in passing 
through a toU-bM, said to the keeper, " How do you 
like your eggs dressed ? ^' Without waiting for the 
answer, he rode off ; but twen^-flFO years later, 
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riding tiirough the aaioe bar, kept by ike same maD, 
the traveller looked steadfiwdy at Um» and received 

the monosyllabic answer, Poached J ^ A long* pa- 
renthesis is tweutj-five years ; and we, gazing back 
over a &r wider golf of time, ahall endeavor to look 
hard at the Sphinx, and to convince that mysterious 
young lady, — if our voice can reach her,— that she 
waa too eaaily satisfied with the answer given ; tiiat 
tiie true answer is yet to come ; and that, in lact, 
(Edipus shouted before he was out of the wood. 

Biit» first of all, let ns rcAiearae the ciroiimstanoes 
of this old Grecian story. For in a popular journal 
it ia always a duty to assume that perhaps three 
zetadera out of four may have had no opportmdly^ by 
the course of their education, for making themselves 
acquainted with classical legends. And in this 
pteeent ease, besidea the indiepensaUeness of the 
atory to tiie proper comprehension of our own im- 
proved answer to the Sphinx, the story has a sep»* 
into and independent value of ita own ; for it iUna- 
trates a profound but obscure idea of Pagan ages, 
which is connected with the elementary glimpses of 
man into tiie abysses of his hig^r relations, and 
lurks mysteriously amongst what Milton so finely 
calls the dark ioundations of our human nature. 
This notion it is hard to express in modem phrase, 
Ibr we have no idea exactly corresponding to it ; but 
in Latin it was called piax^ulai^ly. The reader must 
understand upon our authority, n/Miro perioidOf and 
in defiance of all the fiJse translations spread throngh 
books, that the ancients (meaning the Greeks and 
Bomaas before the time of Christianity) had no idea, 
not by the fiiintest vestige, of what in the ^criptural 
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systeni is called hin. The Latin word peccaium , the 
Gveek woid amariSA, are tranriated continiiaUj bj 
the word 9in ; but neither one word nor tiie othor 
has any such meaning in writers belonging to the 
pQie cltMlcal period. When baptiaed into sew 
meaninff by the adoption of CBirietiaiiitj, iheee 
words, in common with many others, transmigrated 
ittto new and phiioeophio fonotioiis. But origfaai^ 
they tended towaida no sncA acceptations, nor cofM 
have done so ; seeing that the ancients had no 
srenne opened to thm throngh which the profoond 
idea of gin would hare been even dimly intelligible. 
Plato, four hundred years before Christ, or Cicero, 
more than three hundred years later, was foUy 
equal to the idea of gmU throngh all its gamut ; but 
no more equal to the idea of sin, than a sagacious 
hound to the idea of gravitation, or of central forcea. 
It is the tremendous postulate upon which this idea 
reposes that constitutes the initial moment of that 
revelation which is common to Judaism and to 
Ohristianity. We have no intention of waadeiiiig 
into any discussion iii>on this question. It will 
suffice for the service of the occasion if we say that 
guilt, in all its modiflcations, implies only a defect or . 

a wound in the individual. Sin, on the other hand, the 
most mysterious, and the most sorrowful of ail ideas, 
implies a^ taint not in the individual but in the nee — - 

iJiai is the distiiictiuii ; or a taint in the individual, 
not through any local disease of his own, but through 
a sorofola equd^ diffiised through the infinite hmOy 
ol nian. We are not speaking* controversially, either 
as teachers of theology or of philosophy ; and ^yo are 
careless of the particular construction by which the 



reader mtarpietfi to him^^^lf tliift pigtaond idaa^ 
Whai w» aflm m, tiMi tiik idoft wm mtttriy nd 

exquisitely inappreciable by Pagan Greece and Rome ; 
that Tariaus translations from Pindar^* from An^ 

at intervals this word sin^ are more extravagant than 
would be tlie word caisgwr^ i&trodiiced into the h^ 

and finally that the very nearest approach to the 
abyamai idea which we Christians attach to the wocd 
•in — (an appioaoh, but to that which neror ota ha 
touched — a writing as of palmistry upon each maa'a 
hand, but a writing which no man can read — liea 
in title F^igaa idea of pi$cainHiif ; wfaidi ia an idaik 
iiiuB Uke hereditary sin, that it ezpreaaea an erll 
to which the party affected has not consciQusljr 
eonenmd ; whidi ia ihna fiur noi like hexaditafy tin, 
that it ezpmMea an etril peraonal to the individnal, 
and not extending itself to the race. 

Th» waa the evil erompHfied in <Edipm, HawM 
loaded with an iasupporiaUe burthen of fMoriah pai^ 
tkripation in pollution and misery, to wliich his will 
had never oonaented. He aeemed to have oommitted 
fhe moat atrodona orimea $ he waaamnxdeieri he waa 



• AaA when are «peakuig of this subject, it ma j be proper to 
mention (aa the TOiy extreme anachronhnn which the case admits of) 
thet Mr. Archdeacon W. hai ahmihMj introdiioed tbe idee of sin 
into the '<IUed ; ** and, in* legDlerootaTOToIttme, liat repwewitld U 
«• IkekiytothewheltiBOVMMalof tfMftbte. XftnteeaDewede a 
iqpmehto Soiiftlie^tet U ]>oa Botettk ffek% ki hte pealMMfti 
waoodB, a liBgoace too nuh reeemhllng that of Xethedkn { 7il» 
alter an^ that prinee waa a Chriitlaa^ and a Chrietiaa amoDirt M«i- 
nOaMMt. Brttvhataveintothiiik or AihOkeaad Flitmla^whMi 
i H B fft i i aeheiiig (trao^ Whig) **a»der ou ai fcttn ef rfa**? 



L 



. kj .^L... l y Google 



a ptnMde^ he mm doiibl j inoestoooa, and yet how ? 

In the wiiere lie might be thought a murderer, 
lia ImmI stood npon bis setfdelbxice, not ben^ting by 
any superior resources, but, on the oontnury, fightinfp 
aa one man agaiust three, and under the provocation 
of uumSmiUe insolenoe. Had he been a parricide t 
What matter, as regarded the moral goilt, if his 
&ther (and by the liauit of that father) wore utterly 
udcnown to himf Inoeataons had he been? but 
how, if the very oradefl of Ihte, aa expounded by 
events and by mysterious creatures such as the 
apUnx, had atranded him, like a ahip left by the 
tide, upon thia daik nnkaown ahore of a criminality 
unsuspected by himself? All these treasons against 
the aanotitiea of nature had (Edipna committed ; a&d 
yai waa thfa (Edipua a thoroughly good man, no mora 
dreaming of the horrors in which he was entangled, 
than the eye at noonday in midanmmer ia conacioaa 
of the atara that lie fiur befamd the daylight. Let ns 
review rapidly the incidents of his life. 

Laiaa, King of Thebes, the deaoendant of Labdacua, 
and Fopro aw iting the fflnatnona honae of the Labda- 
cidaB, about the time when his wife, Jocasta, prom- 
iaed to preaent him with a child, had leaned from 
variona prophetic voicea that thia nnbom child was 
destined to be his murderer. It is singular that in 
all such cases, which are many, spread through 
daaaical literature, the partiea menaced by &te 
believe the menace ; else why do they seek to evade 
it ? and yet believe it not ; else why do they £suicy 
themaelvea able to evade it T Thia &tal child, who 

was the (TCdipus of trag-edy, being at length born, 
Laius committed the iniant to a slave, with ordera to 
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expose it ou Moimt Ciihaeron. This was done ; the 
mfuit was Bospendedy by tkoDgB nmniDg thioogh 
the fledij parts of Ua tmt, to ibe taraachea of a tree, 

and he was supposed to h^ive perished by wild Lcikils. 
But a shepherd, who £ouQd him in thia pariahing 
atate, pitied his belpleaaiieaa^ and carried Um to Ma 
master and mistress, Kin^ and Qiiec n of Corinth, 
who adopted aad educated him as their own chiid« 
That he was nd their own child, and that in fcct he 
was a foundling of unknown parentag-e, (Edipus was 
not filow of Unding from the insnlta of his schooUel> 
lows ; and at length, with the detenninationof leam> 
iiig his origin and his fate^ being now a full-grown 
young maD; ho strode off from Corinth to DelphL 
The oracle at Delphi, being as nsnal in oollnaion wf fli 
his evil destiny, sent h\\ii oft" to seek liis parents at 
Thebes. On his journey thither, he met, iii a narrow 
part of the road, a chariot proceeding in the counter 
direction from Thebes to Delphi. The eharioteer, 
relying upon the grandeur of his master, insolently 
ordered the young atraager to dear the road ; upon 
which, under the impulse of his youthful blood, 
Qiidipus slew him on the spot. The haughty gran- 
dee who oociq>ied the chariot rose up in fuiy to 
avenge this outrage, fought with the young stranger, 
and was himself killed. One attendant upon the 
chariot remained ; but he, warned by the &te of his 
master and his fellow-servant, withdrew quietly into 
the forest that skirted the road, revealing no word of 
what had happened, but resenred, by the dark destiny 
of (Edipus, to that evil day on which his eTidence, 
concurring with other circumstantial exposures, should 
convict the young Ooiintiiian emigrant of panicide. 
VOL. n. 21 
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For fha pramity (Edipua Titfired hiiBflelf as nocrimiMl^ 

but much rather as an injured man, who had simplj 
used his niitural powers of selisieieuce against au in- 
solent aggiessor* This aggressor, as theioadsr wili 
suppose, was LainB. The throne therelbfe was smplj, 
oil the arrival of Gildipus in Thebes : the king's death 
was knowiii but not the mode of it ; aud that (Edipus 
was the murderer could not reasonably be suspooted 
either by the people of Thebes, or by (Edipus him- 
self. The whole a£BEar would have had no interest 
for the young stranger ; but, through the ac<»dent of 
a public calamity then desolating the laud, a mys- 
terious monsteri called the Sphinx, half woman and 
half Uon, was at that time on the coast of BoBolia, 
aud levying a daily tribute ol liuuiau lives from the 
B(Botian tenitoiy. This tribute, it was understood, 
would continue to be loTied from the territories 
attached to Thebes, until a riddle proposed by the 
monster should have been satas&ctorily solved. By 
way of encouragement to all who might feel prompted 
to undertake so dangerous an adventure, the author- 
ities of Thebes offered the throne and the hand of 
the widowed Jocasta as the prize of success ; and 
Oedipus, either on public or on sellibli motives, entered 
the lists as a competitor. 

The riddle proposed by the Sphinx ran in these 
terms : ""Wliiit creature is thai which moves ou four 
feet in the morning, on two feet at noonday, and on 
three towards the going down of the sun t (Bdipus, 
after some consideration, answered that the creature 
was Mak, who creeps on the ground ^^'ith hands and 
feet when an infimt, walks upright in the vigor of 
manhood, and leans upon a staiT in old age. Imme- 
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dfately the dreadful Sphinx confessed the truth of liis 
■oluUcm by tlurowiog herself headlong from a point of 
lock into tiie iea; her power being oyeftiirown as 
800U as her secret hud been detected. Thus was tlie 
Sphinx deetroyed ; and, according to the proiuiae of 
Ibe proclamation, for this great eenrioe to the state 
ffidipus was immediately recompensed. He was 
saluted King of Thebes, and married to the royal 
widow Jocasta. In thte way it hi^pened, but with- 
out suspicion either in himself or others, pointing to 
the truth, that (Edipus had slaiu his lather, had 
aaeended his ftther'a throne, and had married hie 
own mother. 

Through a course of years all these dreadful events 
lay hndied in darkness ; bat at length a pestilence 
sfoee, and an embassy was despatched to Delphi, in 

order to ascertain the cause of the heavenly wrath, 
and the proper means of propitiating that wrath. 
The embassy retomed to Thebes armed with a 
knowledge of the fatal secrets connected with 
(Edipus, but under some restraints of prudence in 
making a publication of what so dreadfolly afiected 
the most powerful personage in the state. Perhaps, 
in the whole history of human art as applied to the 
evolntion of a poetic £»ble, there is nothing more 
exquisite than the management of this crisis by 
Sophocles. A natural discovery, first of all, con- 
nects CBdipos with the death of Laios. That discor- 
ery comes upon him with some surprise, but with no 
shocl^of fear or remorse. That he had killed a man 
of rank in a sodden qnarrel, he had always known ; 
that this man was now discoTered to be Laiiis> added 
nothing to the reasons for regret. The aHair re- 
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muiiied as it was. It vrtm rimply a earn of pefmtMl 
gtiife on the high road, and one whidi had really 
grown otit of arifitocralio violeiMe in ihe adT«ne 
paitjr. CBdipna hnii twoitod lite own rigiito nad 

•dignity only as all brave men would have done in an 
1^ that knew noliung of dvio polioe. 

It WIS tine that iSifs flret disoowfy — Ham identifton- 
tion of himself as the slayer of Laius^ — drew after it 
two othoTB, namely^ that it waa the throne of his 
▼ietim on which he had seated himself, and that it 
was his widow whom he luid married. But these 
were no offences ; and^ on the ccmttaiy^ they weie 
distinctions won at great ride to himself, mi by a 
great service to the country. Suddenly, however, 
the reappearance and disclosureB of the shepherd 
who had saved his life during infimcy in one moment 
threw a dazzling but lunereal light upon the previous 
disooveiies that else had seemed so trivial. In an 
instant everything was read in another sense. The 

death of Laius, the nuiiiiage with his widow, the 
appropriation of his throne, all towered into ooloe- 
sal crimes, illimitable, and opening no avennes to 
atonement. (Edipus, in the agonies of his liorror, 
inliicts blindness upon himself; Jocasta commits 
raioido ; tiie two sons &U into fiery fends for the 
assertion of their separate claims on the throne, bnt 
previously unite for the expulsion of CEdipus, as one 
who had become a cnrso to Thebes. And tbns the 
poor, heart-shattered king wonld have been tnmed 
out upon the public roads, aged, blind, and a helpless 
vagrant, bnt for the snblime piety of his two dangii- 
ters, bat especially of Antigone, ihe eMet. They 
Aare with their uuhappj lather the hardships and 
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patik of tlM f(mi, and do not leave bim until tbo 
moment of Ue mysterious summons to some ineffiiUe 
deatii in the woods of Ooloiius. The expulsion of 
Polynieea, tlm yonnger son, &om Thebes ; lua letom 
Willi m oonfidderato bend of |irinees for the recoveiy 
of his rights ; the death of the two brothers in single 
eombet; the puUio prohibition of funeral rights to 
Pcdynioesy as one who had levied war against his 

native land ; and the final reappearance of Antip;one, 

who dates the law, and secures a gr^ve to her 
biotfaer si the oertain prioe of a grave to heraelf — 

tliese are the sequels and arrears of the family over- 
throw aooomplished throiigh the dark destiny of 
flBdipns* 

And now, ]ia\jii'^ reviewed tlie incidents of the 
story, in what respect is it that wo object to the 
solution of the Sphinxes riddle t We do not objeot 
to it as a solution of the riddle, and tlic only one 
poBbiblo at the moment ; but whiX we contend is, 
that it is not As solution* All great prophecies, all 

great mysteries, are likely to involve double, triple, 
or even %uadraplo interpretations — ea^h rising in 
dignity, each cryptically involving anothan Even 
amongst natural agencies, precisely as they rise in 
grandeur, they multiply their final purposes, Bivers 
and seas, for instance, are useful, not merely ae 
means of separating nations from each other, but 
also as means of uniting them ; not merely as baths 
and for all purposes of wsshing and cleansing, but 
slso as reservoirs of fish, as high-roads for tiie cour 
veyance of commodiliea, as permanent sources of 
agricultural fertility, &c. In like manner, a mystery - 
ef any sort, having a pnUic reference, may be pre- 
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gamed to couch within it a secondary and a pro- 
founder isteipietotion. The leeder may thmk ihat 

the Sphinx ought to have understood her own riddle 
best ; and that, iishe were satisfied with the answer 
of {Edipiw, it most be impertfaieiit inns at this time 
of day Lo censure it. To censure, indeed, is more 
than we propose. The solution of (Edipus was a 
tnie one ; and it was all that he cotM have giyen in 
that early period of his life. But, perhaps, at the 
moment of his death amongst the gloomy thickets 
of Attloa, he might have been able to suggest anotiier 
and a better. If not, then we have the satisfaction 
of thinking ourselves somewhat less dense than 
OBdipaa; for, in oar opinioni, the foil and jSiiaj answer 
to the Sphinx's riddle lay in the word CEDmm. 
(Edipus himself it was that fulfilled the conditions 
ci the enigma. He it was, in the most pathetic 
eense, that went npon fonr feet when an in&nt ; for 
the general condition of helplessness attached to all 
mankind in the period of infiui<7, and whieh is ex« 
preseed eymbolicaUy by this image of creeping, ap- 
plied to (Edipus in a far more significant manner, as 
OM abandoned by all his natural protectors, thrown 
upon the ohances of a witdemess, and npon the 
mercies of a slave. The allusion to this general 
helplessnees had, besides, a special propriety in the 
case of (Edipvs, who drew his very name (SufoUm^ 
foot) from the injury done to his infant feet. He, 
again, it was that, in a m<»:e emphatic sense than 
nana], amerted that majestic setfenfficientness and 
independence of all alien' aid, which is typified by 
the act of walking upright at noonday upon his own 
natural basis. Throwing off aU ^e power and 



Ooriiitli, tnMting exdnrively to bis native pomm 

as a maii, he Lad fouf^lit liis way tbrougli insult to 
tfae preAen<»e of the dreadful Sphinx ; hoc ho hod 
oonJbiindod and yoaqiiisbed ; he hod looped into o 

throne, — the throne of Mm who had insulted liim, — 
without other resources than ouch oo ho drew from 
kunorif, and ho bad, in the aaaio way, obtainod a 
royal bride. With srood right, therefore; he was 
foreshadowed in tho riddle as one who walked up- 
light \ff bio own maaeolino vigor, and xeliod upon 
no gifts but those of nature. Lastly, by a bud but a 
pitying image, (J^dipus is doBcnbed a^ F^upportin^ 
bimealf at nightfiidl on tbzoo fcot ; for (Edipna it waa 
that by his cruel sons would have been rejected from 
Thebes, with no auxiliary means of motion or sup- 
port beyond hia own laagviahing powoia : blind and 
broken-hearted, he must have wandered into snares 
and ruin ; his own feet must have been supplanted 
immediately : bot then oame to hio aid another foot, 
the hdy Antigone. She it was that guided and 
cheered liim, when all the world had iorsaken him ; 
ako it waa tbat already, in the virion of the cruel 
SphinX; had been prefigured dimly as the ataff npon 
wliich (Edipus should lean, as the third foot that 
abonld anppott hia atepawhen the deep ahadowa 
of hk Bonaet were gathering and settling about hia 
grave. 

In thia way we obtain a aolntion of the Sphinx's 
riddle more oommeneiirate and symmetrical with 

the other features of the story, which are all clulh -1 
with the grandenr of myatery. The Sphinx herself 
ia a myatery. Whenoe came her monatrona natare, 
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that so often renewed its remembrance amoBget men 
of duilmt kncU, in SgyptiAii or £tliiopi«i nuurUe t 
Whence C9m% hmr wmlh tgdnsi TheboBf This 
wrath, how durst it tower so liigh as to measure 
UmU agftiiurt tha enmilgr of « luiliion? Tfaift wnii^ 
howoMM it to nnk to hmm to oolkfMio at Hke ooho 
of a word from a friendless stranger? Mysterioua 
again ia the bUad oolfaudon of thia unhappy Btra&ger 
with fha daik daoreoa of fcte. The irerj miafbrtaiM 
of hia ixilaxicy had given into hin hands uue chance 
more far oaoape i theae miafbrlanea had traaaferred 
him to Oorinfhy and atajing ifmre he wtm aafe* Bnt 
the headstrong haughtiness of youthful blood causes 
him to raooil unknowingly upon the one sole apot of 
all the earth where the oo&ffidenta tor ratifying hia 
deetruction are waiting and lying in ambush. Ileaven 
and earth are ailent for a generation; (me might 
flmey that Aey are irmukmrnthf aBent, in order that 

Q:]dipub nmy liavc time fur building up to the clouds 

the pyramid of his myalerioua offenoea. Uia S^ur 
ohildien, ineeateondy bom^ aona that are hia broth- 
ers, daughters that are his sisters, have grown up to 
be men and women, before the iirat mutteringa are 
beeoming andiUe of that great tide aloiriy ooming 
up from the sea, which is to sw^eep away himself 
and the foundations of hia house. Heaven and earth 
mnat now bear joint witneaa againat hinu HeaTon 

speaks first: the pestilence that walkulh in darkness 
ia mode the eariieat minister of the discovery, — the 
peatHenoe it ia, aoonrging die aevenf|«ted Thebea, 
as very soon the vSphinx will scourge liei , that is 
appointi i t o usher in, like some great ceremonial 
herald^ that aad draatia of Nemeaia, — that vast pro- 
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fiession c^reyoiation aod rekibuiiou which the earth, 
and tbe gwwm of the a«rth» must finiah. Myila- 

nous also is the pomp of ruin with which tliis revela- 
tion of the p i^t deacends upon that aAcieut hooae 
of Thebei, like a aheU fir<»a modem ertiUeiy, tt 

leaves no time for prayer or evasion, but shatters by 
the aame exploaiou all that stand within its circle of 
fiiiy, fiveiy member of that deToted honaekoidt ee 
if they had been sitting — not around a eaored do- 
mestic hearth, but around the crater of some aurgiug 
Tokano — ail alike> &ther and mother, acme and 
daughters, are wrapt at OBoe in florj wfairiwinda of 
•rain. And« amidst thia geaeral agony of destroying 
wiathi* one eeatnd mjatery, ae a dackaees within a 
daikness, withdraws itself into a secrecy unap- 
proachable by eyesight, or by filial love, or by 
gneaaoa of tbe brain— and Aat ia the death of (Kdi> 
pus. Did he die ? Even ihai is more than we can 
aay. How dreadful does tbe sound fall upon the 
heart of aome poor, honor^ttriolBen criminal, pirate 
or murderer, that has offended by a mere human 
offidnce, when, at nightfall, tempted by the sweet 
apeotaole of a peaoefid hearth, be cieepa stealthilj 
into some village inn, and hopea fer one nigfat'a 
^ respite from his terror, but suddenly feels the touch, 
and heaxa the voioe, of the atom officer, aaying. 
Sir, you are wanted.'* Tot that anmmona ia bat 
too intelligible ; it shocks, but it bewilders not ; and 
tbe ntmoat of Ite malice la bounded by the aoi^old. 
"Deep/* aaya the unhappy man, "is the downweid 
path of anguish which I am called to tread ; but it 
baa been tiodden byotbere.'' For (Edipua there 
waa no aadh oomfbrt. What language of nmn or 
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tmnipet of angel could deoipher the woe of that im- 
fiithoiiiable call, when, from tbe depth of aooient 

woods, a voice that drew like gravitation, that 
sucked in like a vortex^ hi yet near, in some 
diaiaat woild yet doee at hand, czied, Hark, (Edi> 
inis I King Ct^dipus I cOBttO hither I thou art wanted !" 
Wanted! ibrwhat? Was it for death? was it for 
judgment f was it for aome wilderness of parish 

eternities ? No man ever knew. Chasms opened in 
the earth ; dark gigantic arms stretched out to re> 
oAre tiie king ; donds and vapor settled OTer tb» 

peiial abyss ; and of him only, though the neighbor- 
hood of bis disappearance was known, no trace or 
visible record eurvived — neither bones, nor gisrei 
nor dust, nor epitaph. 

Did the Spliinx follow with her cruel eye this filial 
tissue of calamity to its shadowy crisis at Golonna t 
As the billows closed over her head, did she perhaps 
attempt to sting with her dying words ? Did she 
saj, 1, the daughter of mystery, am caUed; I am 
ivanted. But, amidst tlio uproar of the sea, and tlie 
clangor of sea-birds, high over all I hear another 
though a distant summons* I can hear that thou, 
CEdipus, the son of mystery, art called from afar : 
thou also wilt be wanted. Did ^e wicked bphinz 
labor in vain, amidst her parting conyulsions, to 
breathe this freezing whisper into the heart of him 
that had overthrown her ? 

Who can say f Both of these enemies were pariah 
mysteries, and may hare faced each other again 
with blazing malice in some pariah world. But all 
things in this dreadful story ought to be harmonised. 
Already in itself it is an ennobUng and an idealising 
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of the riddle, that it is made a double riddle ; that it 
oontains an exoteric eense olnrioiui to all the worid, 
boi aleo an eaoterio sense — now suggested conjeo- 
tarally after thousands of years — jp06Sibiy uu known 
to the Sphinx, and oerkuniy unknown to (Edipna ; 
thai this second riddle is hid within ihe first ; tiiai 
the one riddle is the secret commentary upon the 
other I and that the eariiett is the hierog^yphio of 
the laat. Thus fiur as regards the riddle itself ; and, 
as regards (Edipus in particular, it exalts the mys- 
tery around him, that in reading this riddle, and in 
traciDg the Tidasitades from infimcy to old age, 
attached to the general destiny of his race, yucon- 
aoioiialy he was tracing the dreadful yicissitudes 
attached spedally end separately to his own* 
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OBIGINAL ADYXBTIBBMBKT, DT APKU^ 16t4. 

I HAVE resolved to fling my analysis of Mr. Kicartlo'a system into 
the form of Dialogues. A few words will suffice to determine tbo 
principles of oritioism which can fairly be applied to such a form of 
oompodtion on snch a nibjeot. It oannot reasonably be ezpaotod that 
dialogues on PoUtioal Economy should pretend to tho appropriate 
besa^ of dialognei «• dialogues, by throwing moj dramatio intarMt 
lato tlM parts sustained by Uie dilferant spoakMiy or aaj obaiaaleK)- 
Istie distfnokloM Into tiMir stylo. Wojanaa ol tUs sort. If ay Una 
liad allowod of It^ or I liad bean othanHae aapabk of prodneii^ 11, 
would hara boon Kora lalsplaoad. Kot that I iroold mj a?«ii of 
Mitleal Beonomy, In tha woards ooDunonly appUad to swh sabjeeliy 
tkat ^'Onutft m negai, coateate docm:^ for all tUagp kava 
tiMir poonllar baawty and soarooo of oinamont--*doto9nnlaad by tlMlr 
aldmata aads, and by the proosos of tfao mind In pfonmlnf than* 
Hore, as In tbo pfooossan of natnro and in mathematical demonstra- 
tions, the appropriate eleganoa If derlTod fhnn the dmptioilj of tho 
meann employed, as expressed in tho ** Laat PiMPOlmontti ("Rnialni 
fit per plura, quod fieri fas erat per panoiora"), and other masims 
of tbat sort. This simplicity, however, must bo looked fur in the 
order and relation of the thoughts, and iu the steps through which 
they are trained to lead into each other, rather than in any anxious 
conci.^oiiP.«s as to words; which, on tho contrary,! have rather sought 
to av' ill ill the earlier Dialoguej^, iu ( i iler that I might ki ep those 
distinctions longer before the reader fi ( in winch all the re- t w« ro to 
be derived. For he who has fully mastered tliu d<K ti ine ui' Value is 
already a good politl al economist. Now, if any man shouhl object, 

that in the following dialognes I have naiformljr given the victory 
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to myself, ho will make a pleasant logical blunder : for the truo 
logic of the ease ia this : Nut that it i& myself to whom I give the 
rictury ; but that he to whom I gife the victory (let m«j call him 
by what name I will) is of ncce.'^sity myself ; since I cannot be sup- 
poa«d to have put triuuipbant arguments into any speaker's mouth, 
unless they had previously convinced my own understanding. 
J^'inaily, let me entreat the reader not to bo impatient under tho 
disproportionate length (as he may fancy it) of the opening diaeon- 
ikoB oa Value : even for Ita own sake, the subject is a matter of 
eorioas speculation ; bat in relation to Political Economy ii Is nil 
In all ; f(M hmmI of tbo emn (and, what is much wone than enoni, 
mMi of tbo porploxittec) pcoraltinff in tliif aoienoo take thoSr rioa 
fhrn tUi aouroo. Kr. Rioardo ii tho flnt writer who has thnnm 
llglhtORtiiOMhjoQl; aai ovinho,imtfco bit oWoii of kli book, 
■tiU foond it a ««difion]t» odo (too tho Advwtbenost to the SUnL 
Bditlon). What a Bioardo hoo fbnnd diiBoolt, oannot be adeqmtelj 
difloaaeed ia few words ; bnt» if tho reader wQI oneo thonrnghly 
master this part of tho seionoo^ all the rest will oost him hardly any 
offyrtatall. 

INTRODUOTOET DIALOOUS. 

PBUJEBITS, AND X. Y. Z.) 

FhtBirus. Twm, PhB^bns, is my ftfend X. T. 8., 

whom I Lave long wished to introduce to you ; he 
has some basineas which calls him into this quarter 
of the town for the next fortnight ; and daring that 

time he has promised to dine with me ; and we are 
to discuss together tlie modern doctrines of Political 
Economy ; most of which, he tells me, are dne to 
Mr. Rioardo. Or rather, I should say, that I am to 
become his pupil ; for I pretend to no regular knowl- 
edge of Political Economy, having picked up what 
littie I possess in a desnltory way amongst Ihe writ- 
ers of the old school ; and, out of that little, X. 
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obligingly t^llg me that three fourths are rotten. I 
am glad, iherelore, thai jou are in town at this time, 
and eao come and hdp me to cmlradict him. Maan- 

tiiiic X. has some riirlit to i)lav the tutor anionerst 
as ; for he has been, a regalar stndent of the scieaoa : 
another of hia merits ia, that he ia a Templar aa 

well as ourselves, aiid a good deal seuior to either 
of us. 

IfiOebuB. And for which of hia merita ia it that 
yon would have me contradict him ? 

FhoBi* 0, DO matter fur Lis merits, which doubt^ 
baa aie paat all compntation, bmt genendlj aa a 
point of hoapitality. For I am of the aame opinion 

as M a very able Iriend of mine in Liverpool, 

who looka npon it aa ciiminal to concede anything a 
man aaya in the prooeaa of a diepntation : the ne&ri> 
ous habit of asseutiug (as he justly says) being the 
pest of conTeraaticm, by causing it to atagnale. On 
this accoont he often calla aaide the talking men of 

the pal ly before dinner^ and conjures them wiili a 
pathetic earnestness not to agree with him in any- 
thing he may advance during the evening ; and at 
his own table, when it has happened that strangers 
were present who indulged too much in the habit of 
politely aaaanting to anything which aeemed to de- 
mand no particular opposition, I have seen him and- • 
denly pause with the air of the worst-used man in 
the world, and exclaim, ''Good heavens! ia there 
to be no end to th» J Am I never to be contrar 
dieted f I suppose matters will soon come to that 
pass that my nearest relations will be perfidiously 
agreeing with me ; the very wife of my bosom will 
refuse to contradict me ; and 1 sbaii not have a friend 
VOL. u. 22 
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left on whom I cu depend for the conBolationB of 

opposition.*' 

l*hil. Well, rhaedrus, if X. Y. Z. is so much de- 
voted as you represent to the doctrines of Mr. Bi- 
cardo, I shall perhaps find myself obliged to indulge 
your wishes in this point more than my own taste in 
conversation would lead me to desire. 

X And what, may I ask, is the particular ground 
of your opposition to Mr. Kicardo? 

Fhced. I suppose that, like the man who gave his 
vote against Aristides, because it wearied him to 
liciir any man eurnamed the just, Philebus is annoyed 
by finding that so many people look up to Mr. Bi- 
cardo as an oracle. 

Phil, No : for the very opposite reason ; it is be- 
cause 1 hear liim generally complained of as obscure, 
and as ambitiously paradoxical ; two faults which I 
cannot tolerate : and the extracts from his writings 
which I have seen satisfy mc that this judgment is 
a reasonable one. 

Phasd. In addition to which, Philebus, I now reo* 
nllect something which perhaps weighs with you 
still more, though yon have chosen to suppress it ; 
and (haJt is, that you are a disciple of Mr. Malthus, 
every part of whose writings, since the year 1816 
(I am assured), have had one origin — jealousy of 
Mr. Bicardo, quem si non aliquit nocuisset, mortuus 
esset.'' 

X. No, no, Phsedrus ; we must not go so far as 
ihai ; though undoubtedly it is true that Mr. Malthus 

has often conducted liis opposition in a most vexa- 
tious and disingenuous manner. 
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Fhil, IIow so ? In whui instance t In wliat in- 
stance i 

X, In this, for one. Mr. Malthns, in his Politi- 
cal Economy'' (18*20), repeatedly cliarged Mv. IVi- 
cardo with having confounded the two notions of 
" coflt and " value : " I smile, by the way, when I 
repeat such a charge, as if it were the uffice of a Ri- 
cardo to confound, or of a Malthus to distinguish : 
but 

** Xdti usquo inleo penni?cuit imis 
Longus sumum dies, ut nun — si voce Metelli 
S^rveutur logee — maiiat a Csofiare toUi." * 

Phil. Imis ! '' Why, I hope, if ^\r. Eicardo may 
do for the Caesar of the case, Mr. Malthus is not 
therefore to be thought the Metellus. " Imis" in- 
deed I 

X* As to this, he is : his general merits of good 
sense and ingenuity we all acknowledge ; but for the 
office of a distinguisher, or any other wliich dem[i]ids 
logic in the first place, it is impossible to conceive 
any person below him. To go on, however, with my 
instance : — this objection of Mr. Malthus' about 
"cost" and " value" was founded purel}'^ on a very 
great blunder of his own — so great, that (as I shall 
show in its proper place) even Mr. Bicardo did not 
see the whole extent of his misconception ; thus 
much, however, was plain, that the meaning of Mr. 
Malthus was, that the new doctrine of value allowed 

* For the sake of the unelaiBioal reader, I add a prose transUtion: 

— Not to such an extent has the lapse of time confounded thinga 
highest with thini;s lowest, as that — if the laws can be saved only 
by the voice of a Mctelias — they would not rather choose to bo 
abolished by a Cscsar. J 
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for wap:oR, but cUd fiol Allow fbr profits; and Hias, 

according to the Malthusian terminology, expressed 
the ooBt but not the value of a thing. What was 
Mr. Bicaido'e answer t In the third edition of bis 

book {y. 4G), he told Mr. Malthus that, if the word 
^'oosf were imderstood in any sense which e^cdbdcd 
profits, then he did not assert the thing attributed to 

liim ; uii the other hand, if it were understood in a 
sense which wchdded profits, thon of course he did 
assert it ; but, then, in that sense Ur. Malthus him- 
self did not deny it. This plain answer was published 
in 1821. Will it be believed that two years aiter 
(namely, in the spring of 1828), Mr. Malthus pub- 
lished a paiiiplilot; in wliick he repeats the same 
o]>]'cction over and over again, without a hint that it 
had ever met with a conclusive explanation wliich it 
was impossible to misunderstand ? Neither must it 
be alleged that Mr. Malthus might not have seen 
this third edition ; for it is the very edition which he 
constantly quotes in that pamphlet. 

Phcsd, What say you to this, my dear Phflebus ? 
You seem to be in perplexity, 

X But an instance of far greater disingenuous- 
ness is this : Mr. Eicardo, after laying down the 
generid law of value, goes on to state three cases ia 
which that law will be modified ; and the extraop* 
dinary sagacity with which lie has detected and 
Stated these modifications, and the startling conse- 
quences to which they lead, have combined to make 
this one of the most remarkable chapters in his 
books. Now, it is a fact, gentlemen, that these very 
restrictions of his own law — so openly stated as 
restrictions by Mr. Bicardo — are brought forward by 



Malthus as so many objections of his own to 
upset that law. The logic, as usual, is worthy of 
DOtioe ; for it is as if, in a question about the foioe 
of any projectile, a man should urge the resistance 
of the air, not as a limitai i n of that force, but as a 
ca|utal objection to it. What I here insist on, hoir- 
ever, is its extreme disingenuousness. But this is a 
subject which it is unpleasant to pursue; and the 
course of our sutgeet will of itself bring us but too 
often across the blunders and misstatements of Mr. 
Malthus. To recur, therefore, to what you objected 
about Mr. £icardo — that he was said to be paradox- 
ical and obscure — I presume that you use the word 
paradoxical in the common and improper sense, 
M denoting what has a specious air of truth and sub- 
iletj, but is in &ct false ; whereas I need not tell 
you ihskt a paradox is the very . opposite of this — 
meaning in effect what has a specious air of fiUsehood, 
thoup^h possibly very true ; for a paradox, you know, 
is simply that which contradicts the popular opinion 
— winch in too many cases is the fidse opinion ; and 
in none more inevitably than in cases as remote from 
the popular understanding as all questions of severe 
science. However, use the word in what sense you 
please, Mr. Bicardo is no ways interested in the 
charge. Are my docLriucs true, are they demonstra- 
ble i is the question for him ; if not, let them be 
OTcrthrown; if (hat is !)• 3 ond any man's power, 
what matters it to him that the slumbering intellect 
of the multitude regards them as strange i As to 
obscurity, in general it is of two kinds — one arising 
out of the writer's own perplexity of tliought ; which 
is a vicious obscurity ; aud in this sense the oppo- 



aento of Mr. Riouda are the obflcureflt of all eoono- 

mists. Anotlier kind — 

I'haui. Ay, now kt us hear wlxat i& a viriuooB 
obecurity. 

X I do not say, Phe&dnis, tbat in any case it can 
ba meritoriuuid to be obscure ; but I say that iu many 
eaaea it is veiy natural to be 80« and pardonable in 
profound thinkers, and in some cases inevitable. For 
the other kind of obscurity which I was going to 
notioe is that which I wonld denominate elliptical 
obecnnty ; arising, I mean, ontof the frequent ellipsis 
or suppresbioii oi' some of the links in a long chain 
of thou^t ; these are often inYoluntarily suppressed 
by profound thinkers, from the disg^t which they 
naturally feel at overlaying a subject with superfluous 
explanations. So &r lirom seeing too dimly, as ia 
the case of ix rplexed obscurity, their defi^t is the 

very reverse ; they see too clearly ; and fancy that 
others see as clearly as themselves. Such, without 
any tincture of confusion, was the obscurity of Kant 

(thou,i;*h in liiiu there was also a singular defect of the 
art of communicating knowledge, as he was himself 
aware) ; such was ilxe obscurity of Ejeibnits (who 

otherwise was reniaikal»ie for his felicity in ex])lain- 
ing himself ) ; such, if any, is the obscurity of 
Bicardo ; though, for my own part, I must acknowl* 
edge that I could never iind any ; to me he seems a 
model of perspicuity. But I believe that t\w ^ eiy 
ground of his perspicuity to me is the ground of his 
apparent obscurity to some others, and iJiat is — his 
inexorable consistency in the use of words ; and this 
is one of the cases which I alluded to in speaking of 
an ^Mnevitable obscurity for, wherever men have 
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heea atocusiamed to use » word in two sonseg, aad 
hay« j6t 80pp08ed themaelTeB to om it but in out, 

a writer, wlio corrects this lax usapre, and forces 
them to maintain the unity of the meaning, will 
always appear obsenre ; beoaiue he will oblige them 

to deny or to atiiuii consequences from wliicli tliey 
were hitherto accustoxoed to escape under a constaat 
though uMonacsioiui equi^ooatioii between the two 
senses. Thus, for example, Mr. lUcardo sternly 
insists on the true seufie of the word Value, and 
(what id atiU mare nnaaiial to moat men) inaieta on 
using it but in one sense ; and hence arise cons^ 
quences which naturally appear at once obBCurc and 
paradoxical to M. Say, to Mr. Malthns, to the 
author of an Essay on Yalne ; ^ and to all other lax 
thinkers, who easily bend their understandings to 
the infirmity of the popular usage. Hence, it is not 
florpriaing to find Mr. Malthns complaining {" PoHl 
Econ.,'^ p. 214) of " the unusual application of com- 
mon terms fs having made Mr. Bicardo^s worii: 
difficult to*be understood by many people tbougfa, 

in fact, there is nothing at all unusual in his ap})lica- 
tioQ of any term whatever, bat only in the steadiness 
with which he keeps to the same application of it. 

Phil. These distinctions of yours on the subject of 
obscurity I am disposed to think reasonable ; and, 
unless the contrary should appear in the course of 
our conversations, I will concede them to be applica- 
ble to the case of Mr. JbUcardo ; his obscurity may 
be venial^ or it may be inevitable, or even none at 

• I Ibffgeliao «XMi Mo ; Imt ft wa» pirintvd Ibr Hontor, Si. IWt 
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ail (if you will have it so). But I cannot allow of 
tlie oftiM of Kant and LeibnhB as at all releraot to 

that before us. For, the obscurity complained of in 
metaphysics, etc., is inherent in the very objects con- 
templated, rad is independent of the partionlar mind 
oontemplating-, and exists in defiance of the utmost 
talents tor ditlu^ing light ; whereas the objects about 
wUoh PoUtieal Soonooi j is conoemed are .aolaiowl> 
odged by all pereone to be cleer and simple enoni^h, 
80 that any obscurity which hangs over them must 
•rife ftom imperfectiona in the art of amng^g and 
eonreying idene on the part of him who nndertakea 
to teach it. 

X This I admit: any obscurity which clouds 
PoUtioal Economy, unless where it arises ftom want 

of sufiicient facts, must be subjective ; whereas the 
main obscurity which besets metaphysics is objective ; 
and sneh an obaoority is in the inllest sense inevi- 
table. But tliis 1 did not overlook ; for an objective 
obscurity it is in the power of any w riter to aggr^ 
▼ate by his own perplexities ; and I alleged the cases 

of Kant and Leibnitz no further than as they were 
said to have done so ; conteudmg that, if Mr. Eicardo 
were at all liable to the same charge, he was entitled 
to the same apology ; namely, that he is never obscure 
from any coniusiou of thought, but, on the contrary, 
ftom too keen a perception of the troth, which may 
have seduced him at times into too dliptic a develop- 
ment of his opinions, and made him impatient of the 
tardy and continnons steps whidi are best adapted 
to the purposes of the teacher. For the fiust is, that 
the laborers of tlw Mine (as I am accustomed to csH 
them), or those who dig up the metal of truth, are 
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seldom fitted to be a^lso Idbarerw cf the Mini — that is, 
to wozk up the metftl ior current me. Beeidee 
winch, it mast not be forgotten thai Mr. Rieerdo did 

not propose to deliver au entire system uf i'ulitical 
Kconft|py» bat only en inTestigetionof each doctriiiee 
ae had happened to be imperfectly or enoneonsly 

stated. On this account, much of his work is 
polemic ; and presumee, ibereforef in the reader an 
acqnaintanoe with the writers whom he ia opposing. 

liideed, in every chapter there is au under reference, 
not to this or that author only, bat to the whole cur- 
rent of modem opinions on the snli^t, which 
demands a learned reader who is already master of 
what ia generally received ^r truth in Political 
Economy. 

Phil. Upon this statement it appears at any rate 
that Mr. Eicardo'a must be a most improper book as 
an elementary one. But, after all, yon will admit 
that even amongst Mr. Ricardo's friends there is a 
previuling opinion that he is too subtle (or, as it is 
vaoally eai^reseed, too theoretic) a writer to be safely 
relied on fer the practical uses of legislation. 

X. Yes. And, indeed, we are all so deeply in- 
debted to English wisdom on matters where theoriea 
really mre dangerous, that we ought not to wonder 
or to complain if the jealousy of all which goes under 
that name be sometimes extended to cases in which 
it is idle to suppose any opposition possible between 
the true theory and the practice. However, on the 
whole question which has been moved in regard to 
Mx. Bioardo's obscnrity or tendency to paradox or 
to over refinement and false subtlety, I am satisfied 
if I have won you to any provisional suspensiou of 

VOL. n. 23 
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your prnjodioes ; and wiU now piess it no fnriheT — 

w iilmgly leaving the matter to be settied by the 
TMult of our diacuifiions. 

Pkmd, Do so, X. ; and especially becanae my 

watcli iiiiuiuis me that dinner — an event too awfully 
practical to allow of any violation from mere sublu- 
nary diapntea — will be annonnoed in six minntea \ 
within which Bpace of time I will trouble yon to 
produce the utmost possible amount of truth vnt\i , 
the Ifiaat poaaible proportion of obacnrity, whether 
"subjective'^ or "objective/' that may be cou- 
venient. 

X. Aa the time which yon allow na is so ahort^ I 
think that I cannot better employ it than in reading 
a short paper which I have drawn up on the moat 
general diatribntion of Mr. Bicatdo'a book ; becanae 
this may aer^e to guide ns in the coarse of onr fatoio 
discussious. 

Mr. Bicardo's Frinciplea of Political Economy 
consisted in the second edition of thirty-one chapters, 
to which, in the third edition, was added anuther, 
making thirty*two. These thirty-two chapters fiiU 
into the following classification : — Fonrteen are on 
the subject of Taxation, namely, the eighth to the 
^ghteenth,'^ inclusively, the twenty-second, twenty^ 

« 

• Xba elevenih is on TithM ; and tfa* eig htoeatii on PMr Bslei ; 
but «Imm of ootirao beloog to tlie snbjoet of Taxation properly doSnoiL 
The pTMOiii Lord Chmoollor (lato Barl of SIdoD) Sftld on aomo omuw 
ipkiek caaio bofero bim about % jonr ago, ihat Tithot wan nn|vifl j 
aaUod a Tin ; noauDg only tiiat fifhea ware not any arUtrar j im- 
position of ilia gOTomment, but claimed by as good a tenure aa any 
other sort of property. In this (iootrine no doubt the Cliancellor was 
perfectly right ; and only wron^ in supposing that any denial of that 
dootrine ia implied by Uie Puiiuoal Eoonomiata in caUing Tithes a 
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third, and twenty-niiiUi j and these niiiy he entirely 
omitted by the studeat, and ought at any rate to be 
omitted on his first examiiiatfen of the wofk. For, 
though Mr. Ricardo has really been nut the chief so 
luach as the Bole author of any important truths on 
tbe subject of TmMon, and though itis fimrteen 
chapters on that head are so many ineBtimable corol- 
laries from his general doctriuej^, and could never 
hare been obtained without them, yet these general 
doctrines haye no sort of reciprocal dependency npon 
what concerns Taxation. Consu(|uently, it will 
greatly lighten the harden to a student if these four- 
teen chapters are sequestered from the rest of the 
work, and reserved for a separate and after investi- 
gation, which may furnish a commentary on the first. 
The chapters on Taxation deducted, tiiere remain, 
therefore, seventeen in the second edition, or eighteen 
in the third. These contain the general principles, 
but also something more — which may famish matter 

for a second subtraction. For, in most speculations 
of this nature it usually happens that, over and above 
the direct positiye communication of new truths, a 

writer iiiids it expedient (or, perhaps, necessary in 
some cases, in order to clear the ground for himself) 
to address part of his efforts to the task of meeting 
the existing errors ; hence arises a division of his 
work into the doctrinal or affinnative part, and the 
polemic * or negoHve part. In Mr. Bicardo's writings. 

Tax ; which, on tbo truo definition of a Tax (as I shall show hero- 
after), they certainly are. 

* Polemic. — Tlicro 13 an occasional tendency in tho use and prac- 
tice of the Engli^li laii;;iiago capriciously to limit tho use of certain 
words. Xhasy for instanooy the word condtgn is usod only in eoando* 
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an parts (m I hmwt iliMdy obserred) haye s latent 

polemic reference ; but some, however, are more 
diractly and fonnally polenuo than tbe seat; and. 
fl w aa majbe tha mem leadfly detached from tlie 
main body of the work, becanse (like the chapters 
on Taxation) tbey are all coroUariea from the generaL 
lawa, and in no oaaa intiodaetoiy to them. Diyided 



lUe with tht wmd pwrnihrngnt j the woid M^iiat ii «Md oalj (anlMi 
by MlMdmrf , Iik« Mflioa) In «>iiiieetioii willi faith^ or eonjUmet. Bo 

fkleo pHtative ia restricted most absurdly to the one sole word father, 
ill a liueation of doubtful affiliation. These and other words, if un- 
locked from their absurd iuipiisonment, would become cxteii^^irely 
itiiefal. We should say, for instance, ** coodign lioiiors," condign, 
rewarda/* "condign treatment** (treatment appropriate to the 
merits) — thn? nt once rcaliiiiug two r;iri' n:il pnrp*>«es : namely, 
girinj^ a useful function to a word, which at prt sent ha^ none ; and 
also providing an intelligibU' expression for an idea vhicb othf-rwiso 
is left without means of utti riii:; itself, except through a ponderous 
cironmloeutiou. Precisely in the same circumstances of idle and 
•bsnrd sequestration stands the iermpoUmie, At present, accordion 
io the popular usage, this word has som* AMtastio i«iii«imblc con- 
mtctim with oontroversial theology. There Quaol Im a more chiUkii 
ehiflMia. Ho doubt there is a polomio aide or aspeet of thoology ; 
but so fhort is of oil knowledge ; 00 ihoro is of selonoft. Tho 
latttol aad ohMMlifiitto Usa ooeostnod tn tbSi tsna ptUmie ii 

the wbolo of m qnostion In its ottxnuiliTO a^oots, wbo pnMli ihoM 
Mptols in tiiolr jail proporttoBi, Mid MeovdiQg io thtir ctdaij and 
ssymakieal dsdnsttset tnm oadi oUior. But tktf&d itkmr !■ ho 
wbo AMti tho Mgoti^ aspeeU of ^ ^aMttm^ ifb» atolB laiiM 
objMtioniy hot on answer for any momsniaiy snmniflns of donlii or 
dinooltj, dii ri p a t es seeming inconsistencies, and reeoneUes the geo- 
metrical smoothness of d priori abetractiona with the conrsc ant^ulari- 
ties of practical experience. Th© great wi rk ' f ili .tirdo is of necea- 
tiitv, and almost iu every page, polemic ; whilst very often the 
particular objections or difficulties to which it replies are not indi- 
cated at all — being spread through entire sy.items, and assuued as 
i»r€cogmta that are iamiiiar to the learned stodent 
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on this principle^ the eighteen chapters fall into the 

following arrangement : 



Chap. AJBmuUtTB Olitpleri* 

^) 

4. > on Yalae ; 

30. ) 

I* I on Bent ; 

5. on WtfM ; 

€. on Profits ; 

7. on Foreign Trade ; 

19. on Sudden L' fi augers iii 'liiwle; 

21. on Accumuiation ; 

25. on Colonial Trade j 

27, on Currency and Banks 

31. on Maohinerj. 



Cbap. Negative (or Potonie) Chapton. 

SO. on VnliM and Bieb«f : ngninife 
Adnm Smith, Lord Lauder- 
dale, M. Bay ; 

24. licut of Land: aj^aiui^t Adam 
Smith ; 

26. Gross and Net Rerenue : 
against Adam Smith ; 

28* Eelations of Gold, Com, and 
Labor, under ccrbiin cir- 
oumstaoces : againist A* 
Smith ; 

32. Kent : againit Mr. Mnlthui. 



Deducting the polemic chapters, there remain 
thirteen afiBrmative or doctrinal chapters ; of which 
one (the twenty-seventh), on CuiTency, &c., ought 
always to be insulated from all other parts of Polit- 
ical Economy. And thus, out of the whole thirty- 
two chapters, twelve only are important to the 
student on his first examination ; and to these I 
propose to limit our discussions. 

PhcFxl, Be it so, and now let us adjuuru to more 
solemn duties. 



DIALOGUE THE FIRST. 

OK THE SLEMSNTAAY FRINOIPLE OF FOLITIGAI. SOOHOMY. 

Phcsd, To cut the matter short, X. Y. Z., and to 
begin as near as possible to the end — is there any 
one principle in Political Economy from which all the 

rest can be deduced ? A principle, I mean, which 
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all othen presuppose, but which itself presupposes 
none. 

X There is, Phaedrus ; such a principle existb ia 
the doctrine of Value — truly explained. The ques* 
tion from which all Political Economy will be found 
to move — the question to which all its diflScuUies 
will be found reducible — is this : Whai ia Ae ground 
eaxhangefMe valm f Hy hat, for example, bears 
the same value as your umbrella ; double the value 
of my shoes ; four times the value of my gloves ; one 
twentieth of the yalue of this watch. Of these several 
relations of value, what is the sufficient cause ? If 
they were capricious, no such science as that of 
PoHtical Economy could exist ; not being capricious, 
they must have an assignable cause ; this cause — 
what is it f 

PhiBd. Ay, what is it f 

X It is tliiy, rhsedrus ; and the entire merit of 
the diflcovexy belongs to Mr. Eicardo. It is this ; 
and listen with your whole understanding : Ae ffround 

of the value of all things lies in the qtmntity (but mark 
well that word "quantity of labor which producer 
Aem. Here is that great principle which is the 
, corner-stone of all tenable Political P]conomy ; which 
granted or denied, all Political Economy stands or 
falls. Grant me this one principle, with a few square 
feet of the sea-shore to draw my diagrams upon, 
and I will undertake to deduce every other truth in 
the science. 

Fhwd. Take it and welcome. It would be impos- 
sible for most people to raise a cabbage out of the 
sea-shore, though the sand were manured by prinr 
ciples the noblest. You, therefore, my dear friend. 
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that promiae to raiae fitom it, not a cabbage, bat a 
svBtem of Political Economy, are doubly entitled to 
your modicum of sand, and to your principle beside ; 
• which laat is, I dare say, a very worthy and respectr 
able principle, and not at all the worse for being as 

old as my great-grandfather. 

X. Pardon me, Fha^rus ; the principle is no older 
than the first edition of Mr. Bicardo's book ; and 
when yon hmkc ine this concession so readily under 
the notion that you arc conceding nothing more than 
has long been established, I fear that yon will seek 

to retract it, as soon as you arc aware of its real 
import and coudeij^uences. 

Fhoed. In most cases, X., I shonld hesitate to con-* 
tradict you peremptorily upon a subject which you 
have studied so much more closely than myself; but 
here I cannot hesitate ; for I happen to remember 
the very words of Adam Smith, which are 

X. Substantially the same, you will say, as those 
which I have employed in expressing the great 
principle of Mr. Ricardo : this is your meaning, 
Pha&drus ; and eicuse me for interrupting you ; I 
am anxions to lose no time ; and therefore let me 
remind you, as soon as possible, that "the words'' 
of Adam Smith cannot prove any agreement Aviih 
Mr. Bicardo, if it appears that those words are nsed 
as eqmyalent and conyertible atpleasnre with certain 
other words not only irreconcilable with Mr. Ri- 
cardo's principle, bnt expressing the very doctrine 
which Mr. Ricardo does, and mnst in consistency, 
set himself to oppose. Mr. Ricardo's doctrine is, 
that A and B are to each other in value as the 
quaniUy of labor is which produces A to the qnantily 
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wluch produces B; or, to express it in the yery 
«horl68t formtila by aabatttatiiig^ the tarm base, $m 

synonymous with the term producing labor, All i lungs 
a re to each other in value (U their bcLses are in quanHfy^ 
This ui the Bicardian law t yon allege tiiafc it was 
already the law of Adam Smith ; and in some sense 
you are right ; for such a law is certain to be found 
in the Wealth of Nations.' ' But, if it is eaepliciily 
a&rmed in that work, it ia also tmplicitl j d^ed : 
luiiiKilly asserted, it is virtually withdrawn. For 
Adam Smith everywhere uaes, ae an equiyakiit 
fMULula, that A and B axe to each other in Taliie mm 
the value of the labor which produces A to the value 
of th(^ labor which produces B. 

Fhmd. And the Ibrmnla for Mr. Bicardo'a law is, 
if I understand you, that A and B are to each other 
in Talue not as the value, but as the quantity of tha 
labor which prodocea A to the ^wnlil^ which pro- 
duces B. 

A'. It is. 

Fhodd. And is it posaihle that any such migh^ 
magic can lurk in the simple substitution of qiujnM^ 
for vabie 1 Surely, X., you are hair-splitting a little 
in this iBstance» and mean to amuse yourself with 

my simplicity, by playing off some logical legerde- 
main upon me Horn the seraphic'' or " angelic " 
doctors. 

X The earnestness and good &ith of my whola 

logic and reasoning- will bouu become a pledge for 
me that I am incapable of what you cail haixHipUt- 
ting ; and in this particular instance I might appeal 

to Philebus, who will tell you that Mr. Mallhus has 
grounded his entire opposition to Mr, Bioardo on 
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very dibtiiictiuii which yon arc now treating as aerial. 
But the fact is, you do not yet perceive to what 
extent this distiiiotion goes; you rappoae me to bd 
contending for some minute and subtle shades of 
difference ; bo isM irom thai, I mean to afiirm that the 
one Ittw is the direot, formal, and diametrical nega- 
tion of the other : I assert in the most peremptory 
manner that he who says, " The value of A is to the 
value of B as the quaniUy of labor producing A is to 
the quamlift/ of labor prodncmg B/' does of necessity 
deny by implication that the relations of value be- 
tween A and B are governed by the mIms of the 
labor which eeverally produces tluBm. 

Phil, X. ia perfectly right in his distinction. You 
know, PhttdroB, or you aeon will know, that I di^r 
from X. alt<^ther on the choice between the two 
laws: he contends that the vahie of all thiugs 
N determined by the quaniiiy of the producing labor ; 
I, on the other hand, contend that the yalue of all 
things is determined by the value of the producing 
labor. Thus iar you will hnd us irreconcilable in 
our difference ; but this very difference implies that 
we are agreed on the distinction which X. is now 
urging. In £^t, so fiu: are the two formulsB from 
presenting merely two different expressions of the 
same law, that the very best way of expressing 
negatively Mr. Bicardo's law (namely, A is to B in 
Talue as the quaniMea of the producing labor) would 
be to say, A is no< to B in value as the vaiuea of the 
producing labor. 

FhcBd. Well, gentlemen, I suppose yon must be 
right ; I am sure you are by the logic of kings, and 
"according to the iiuah ; for you are two to one. 



Yet, to my poor glimmering understanding', whicli is 
ail I have to guide me iu buck cases^ 1 must ackaowl- 
edge that the whole question seemA*to be a mere 
diepute about words. 

X, For once, Phanlrus, I am not sorry to hear 
you using a phraao which in general is hateful to mj 
earB« A mere diepute about words is a phrase 
which we hear daily ; and why ? Is it a case of 
such daily occiuTenca to hear men disputing about 
mere verbal differences 1 So £u: from it, I can truly 
say that T never happened to witoess snch a dispute 
in my whole life, either in books or iu couversaiiun ; 
and indeed, consideiing the small number of absolute 
synonymes which any language contains, it is 
scarcely possible that a dispute on words should 
arise which would not also be a dispute about ideas 
(that is, about realities). Why, then, is the phrase 
in every man's mouth, when the actual occurrence 
must be so veiy uncommon ? The reason is this, 
FiuBdms : snch a plea is a sophisma pigri intel- 
lectus," which seeks to escape from the effort of 
mind necessary for the comprehending and solving 
of any difficulty under the colorable pretext that it is 
a question about shadows, and not about substances, 
and one therefore which it is creditable to a man^s 
good sense to decline; a pleasant sophism this, 
which at the same time flatters a man's indolence 
and hiri vru lity. For once, however, I repeat that I 
am not sorry to hear such a phrase in your mouth, 
PhsBdrus : I have heard it from you before ; and I 
will frankly tell you that you ought to be ashamed 
of such a plea, which is becoming to a slothful Intel* 
lect, but veiy unbecoming to yours. On this account. 
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it gives me pleasure that you liavc at length urged 
it in a case where yon will be obliged to abandon it. 
If that should happen, remember what I have said ; 
and resolve never more to shrink efi'eminately from 
the toil of an inteliectoal discossion under any pre- 
tence that it 18 a verbal dispute. In the present case, 
1 shall drive vou out of that conceit iu less tirae than 
it co«t you to bring it forward. For now, Ph^drus. 
answer me to one or two little qnestions wMeh I will 
put. You l";nu y that between the exproBsious " (juan^ 
iiiy of producing labor'' and '^vahie of producing 
labor'' there is none bnt a verbal di£ferenoe. It fol- 
lows, therefore, that the same effect ought to take 
place whether the value oi the producing labor be 
altered or its (quantity. 
FhcBd. It does. 

X For instance, the production of a hat such as 
mine has hitherto cost (we will suppose) four days' 
labor^ at three shillings a day ; now, withont any 
change whatsoever in the quantity of hibor required 
for its production, let this labor suddenly increase in 
value by twenty-five per cent. In this case, four 
days' labor will produce a hat as heretofore ; but the 
value of the producing labor being now raised from 
three shillings a day to three riiillings and nine 
pence, the value of the total labor necessary for the 
production of a hat will now be raised from twelve 
shillings to ^teen shillings. Thus &r, you can have 
nothing to object? 

Fhced. Nothing at all, X. But what next ? 

X. Next, let us suppose a case in which the labor 
of producing hats shall increase, not in value (as in 
tho preceding case), but in quantity. Labor is still 
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at its old value of three sbilKngB a day ; but, from 
increased diiliculty in any part of the process, five 
daja' labor are now apmt on the production of a hat 
instead of fbm. In thia Becofid case, FheBdma, how 
much will bo paid to the laborer? 

FhiTfL rreciselj as much as in the Brst case : that 
ie, fifteen sMliings. 

X True : the laborer on hats receives fifteen shil- 
lings in tlie second case as well as in the first ; but 
in the first oaee fcnr four days' labor, in the second 
for fiTe : consequently, in the second case, wages (or 
the value of labor) have not risen at all, whereas in 
the first case wages have risen by twenly-fiye per 
cent. 

Fhoed. Doubtless : but what is your inference ? 
My iniereiice is as follows : according to your- 
sdf and Adam Snu^, and aU those who overlook the 
momentous difference between the quantitj^ and the 
value of labor, fancying that these are mere varieties 
of expression for the same thing, the price cf hats 
ought, in the two eases stated, to be equally raised, 
namely, three shillings in each case. If, then, it be 
utterly untrue that the price of hats would be equally 
raised in tiie two cases, it will follow that an altera- 
tion iu the value (»! Ilir producinpr labor. mikI an altera- 
tion in its quantity, must terminate in a vexy difierent 
result ; and, oonsequently , the one alteration cannot 
be the same as the other, as you insisted. 

PhoBd. Doubtless. 

X Now, tiiien, let me tell you, Phndrus, that the 
price of hats would not be equally raised in Hie two 

cases : in the second case, the price of a hat will rise 



by flupee shflltiigs, in the lint oMie it will not Aub 

at all. 

Fhodd, How BO, X. 1 How ao ? Your own state- 
ment 0iippo«6B that the laborer leoeiyea fifteen shil- 

lings for four days, instead of twelve shillings ; ilmi is, 
three sliillings more. Now, ii tiie price does not rise 
to meet this rite of labor, I demand to know whence 
the laborer is to obtain this additional three shil- 
lings. If the buyers of hats do not pay him in the 
price of hats, I presume that the buyers of shoes wiU 
not pay him. The poor deril must be paid by some- 
body. 

X. You are &u^tious, my friend. The man must 
be paid, as you say ; but not by the buyers of hats 
any more than by the buyers of shoes : for the price 
of hats camiot possibly rise in such a case, as I have 
eaid before. And, that I may demonstrate this, let 
us assume that when the labor wpmt on a hat cost 
twelve shillings, the rate of proiits was fifty per 
cent. \ it is of no consequence wliat rate be fixed 
on : assuming this rate, therefore, the price of a hat 

would, :it that time, be eighteen shillings. Now, 
when the c/umdiiiy of labor rose from four to five days, 
this fifth day would add three shillings to the amount 
of wages ; and the price of a hat would rise in con- 
sequence from eighteen shillings to a guinea. On 
the other hand^ when the vaiue of labor rose from 
twelve shillings to fifteen shillings, the price of a hat 
would not rise by one farthing, but would still con- 
tinue at eighteen shillings. 
Phad, Again I ask, then, who is to pay the three 

shillings ? 

X The three shillings will be paid out ul profits. 
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Fhmd, What^ withoat reimbursement ? 

X Assnredlj, withcmt a farthmg^ of reimbnxise- 
ment : it is Mr. Ricurdo's doctrine that no variation 
in either proiits or wages can ever afiiect the price ; 
if wages ziae or &U, the <»ilj eonBequence is, that 
profits must fiD or rise by the same sum ; bo again, 
if profits rise or fail, wages must fall or lise accord- 

Fkaai. Ton mean, then, to assert that, when the 

value of the labor rises (as in the first of yuur two 
cases) by three shiiliags, this rise must be paid oat 
of the six shillings which had previonsly gone to 
profits. 

X I do; and your reason for questioning this 
cqpinion is, I am sore, because yon think that no ci^p- 
itsUst woold consent to have his profits thns dimm- 

ished, but would liberate himself from this increased 
expense by charging it upon the price. Now, if I 
prove that he cannot liberate himself in this way, 
and that it is a matter of perfect iiidilferencc to him 
whether tiie price rises or not, because in either cae^p 
he must lose the three shillings, I sappose that X 
«hall have removed the sole ground you have for 
opposing me. 

Phad. Yon are right: prove this, 2., ''et oris 
mihi magnns ApoUo/' 

X. Tell me, then, PhsBdrus, when the value of 
labor rises — in other words, when wages rise — what 
is it that causes them to rise f 

Fhced, Aj, what is it that c;liis{3s them, as you 
say ? I should be glad to hear your opinion on that 
subject. 



i^ijui^cd by 



ON POJiTIGAL fiCOKOMY. 



fitd 



X. Mj opinion ib, thftt there are only two^ greai 

cases in which wages rise, or seem to ri«o : 

1. When money sinks in value ; for then, of 
oonreei the laborer mnst have more wages nomi- 
nally, in order to ha^e tiie same virtoallj. Bnt this 

is obviously nothing more than an apparent ribe. 

2. When those commodities rise upon which wages 
are spent. A rise in port wine, in jewels, or in horses^ 

will not alfect wages, because these commodities are 
not consumer! hy the laborer ; but a rise in mftnufao 
tared goods of certain kinds, upon which periiaps 
two fifths of his wages are spent, will tend to raise 
wages : and a rise in certain kinds of food, upon 
which perhaps the other three fifths are spenti will 
raise fliem still more. Now, the first case being only 
an apparent rise, tiiis is the only case in which wages 
can be said really to rise, 

Phasd. Yon are wrong, X. ; I can tell you of a 
third case which occurs to me whilst you are speak- 
ing. Suppose that there were a great deficieni^ of 
laborers in any trade, — as in the hatter^s trade, for 
instance, — tluit woidd be a reason why w ages should 
rise in the hatter's trade. 

X Doubtless, until the deficiency were supplied, 
which it soon would be by the stimulus of higher 
wages. But this is a case of market value, when the 
supply happens to be not on a level with the demand : 

* There is anotber case in which wages havo a constant tendoncy 
to rise — namely, when the population increaaes wioro sio^ Iy than ih« 
Uuuiand for labor. }^ut this case it is not necessary to intruUuco into 
the dialogue : first, beoauf^> it is (/rndiial nnd insensible in its opera- 
tion ; Ffcnn lly, because, if it wwo oUierwiiOy it would uot disturb 
any purt of the argniiMat. 
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mom, tiurovghoat the pnmat oourenatioii I with 
stodiotisly to keep elBWt of any reteence to market 

value, aiid to consider exclusively that mode of ex- 
changeable value vrhich m usually called uaUual 
▼alne — that ia, where valiie k wholly luuiifliteiieed 

bj any redundancy or deficiency of the quantity. 
AVaiving this third cafie^ there&^xe, aa not bt^iongiug 
to the imaeat diacuBaioik, thm ramaina only the 
eecond ; and I am entitled to aay that no oanae can 
ireally and pecmanently raise wages but a.rise in the 
price of thoee aitidea on which wages aie qient. In 
the inatanoe abore atated« where the hatter's wages 

rose from three bliillings to three shillinprs and ume 
pence a day, Bome commodity must previously have 
riaen on which the hatter apent hia wages. Let this 
be corn, and h:i com con^itute one hall ul" the 
hatter^s expenditure ; on which supposition, as his 
wages rose by twenly-fiye per cent^^ it follows that 
com must have risen by fifty per cent. Now, tell 
me, Phaidrus, will this rise in the value of com affect 
the hatter's wages oni^, or will it aflect wagea in 
generalf 

Plicml. Wages in general, of course : there can be 
no reason why hatters should cat more com than any 
other men. 

X. Wages in general, therefore, will rise by twen- 
ty-five per cent, iNow, when the wages of the hatter 
rose in that proportion, you contended that this rim 
most be charged upon the price of hats ; and the 
price of a hat liaving been previously eighteen shil- 
' lings, you insisted that it must now be twenty-one 
shillings ; in which case a rise in wages of twenty- 
five per cent, would have raised the price of hats 
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aboQt fflzteea and one bnU per cent. And, if thii 
were possible, two ^rest doctrines of Mr. Biosrdo 

would have been overthrown at one blow : Ist, that 
wMch mai ri tains that no article can increase in price 
except from a prsTioiis increase in Ae quantitj of 
labor necessary to its production: for here is no 
increase in the quatUUy of the iubor, but simply in 
fts yalne ; 2d, that no rise in the Talne of labor can 
eirer settle npon price ; bat tiiat all increase of wages 
will be paid out of profits, and all iacrease of profits 
out of w^ages. I shall now, liowever, extort a suffi- 
ehnt deftnce of Mr« Bicardo from your own conces- 
sions. For you acknowledge that the same cause 
which raises the w ages of the hatter will raise wages 
imirenaily, and in the same ratio — that is, by twen* 
ty^ye per cent. And, if snch a rise in wages could 
raise the price of hats by sixteen and one half per 
cent., it must raise all other commodities wbatsoeyer 
hy sixteen and one half per cent. Now, tell me, 

Phaedrus, when all commodities without exception 
are raised by sixteen and one half per cent., in what 
proportion will the power of money be diminished 
imder e^ery posrible application of it? 

Flicdd, Manifestly by sixteen and one half per 
cent* 

X, If so, Fh»dms, yon must now acknowledge 

til at it is a matter of perfect indifference to the hatter 
whether tiie price of hats rise or not, since he cannot 
nnder any drcnmstances escape the payment of the 
three shillings. If the price should noi rise (as 
assuredly it will not), he pays the three shillings 
HxeeOji if the price were to rise by three shillings, 
this implies of neee i sity that prices riae nniTersaUy 
TOL, n. 24 
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( for it would aiunrer no purpose of your argment to 

suppose that hatters escaped an evil which ajOfected 
ail otlier trades). Now, ii' piices rise uBiversally, 
the hatter nndoabtedlj eaeapes the direct payment 
of the three shillinp^, but he pays it indirectly ; inaa- 
much as oue liimciied and sixteen pounds and ten 
ahiUings ia now become neoeaaaiy to give him the 
same command of labor and conunoditiea which waa 
previoubly given by one hundred ponnda. Have yo* 
any answer to these deductions i 

Fhad. I must confeaa I have none. 

A". If so, and no answer is possible, then I have 
here given ymi a demonstration of Mr. Ricardo'a 
great law: That no prodact of labor whatsoever can 
be aifecled in valne by any yariations in the uMihte <s£ 
the producing labor. But, if not by variations in ita 
valuCi then of neceaaity by yariationa in ita qnantily, 
for no other Tariationa are possible. 

riia^d. But at fii\st sight, you know, variations in 
the value of labor appear to affect the value of its 
prodnct : yet yon have shown that the effect of snoh 
variations is defeated, and rendered nugatory in the 
end. Now, is it not possible that some such mode of 
argument maybe applied to the caee of yariationa in 
the qwmtUy of labor 1 

X. "By no means : the reason why all variations 
in the v<ilue of labor are incapable of transferring 
themaelyea to the yalne of ita prodnct ia thia : tbat 
these variations ext( iid to all kijiJs of labor, and 
therefore to all commodities alike. Now, that which 
raises or depresses all things eqnalty leayea their 
relations to each other nndistaibed. In order to dis- 
turb the relations of value between A, B, and I 
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another ; depress one, and not depress another : raise 
or daiMTOSS them unequally. This is necessanlj done 
hj tOLj vmntioim in the quanUfy of labor. For ex- 
ample, when more or lees labor became requisite for 
the production of hats, that variation could not fail 
to affect the yalne of hate, ibr the Tariation was con*- 
fiMd ezdiudTel J to hata, and arose out of eome oir* 
cuiiibtance peculiar to hats ; and no more labor was 
on that account requisite for the production of 
gloves, or vine, or carriage Oonseqnenily, these 
and all other articles remaining* unaflbcted, whilst 
huts required twentj-^ve per cent, more labor, the 
pieTious relation between hats and all other com- 
modities was disturbed ; that is, a real effect was 
proJun d on the value of hats- Whereas, when hats, 
without requiring a greater quantity of labor, were 
simj iy produced by labor at a higher value, this 
change could nut possibly disturb the relation ])e- 
tween hats and any other commodities, because they 
were all equally affected by it. If, by some applica- 
tion of any mechanic or chemical discovery to the 
process of making candles, the labor of that process 
were diminished by one third, the value of candles 
would Ml ; for the relation of candles to all other 
articles, in which no such abridgment of labor had 
been effected, would be immediately altered ; two 
days' labor would now produce the same quantity 
of candles as three days^ labor before tlie discovery. 
But if, on the other hand, the wages of three days 
bad simply fiedlen in value to the wages of two days, 
— that is, if the laborer received only six shillings 
fi>r thiee days, instead of nine fihiUings, — this .could 
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not affect the value of candles ; for the fell of wages, 
extondiag to all other tkings whatsoever, would 
leave ibe relatioiui betweeti them aU vndiatarbed ; 
ererything elaa wUdi had required nine sfailUnga' 
worth of labor would now require six hhiUing-a' 
worth ; and a pound of oaudies would exchange lor 
the eame quantit j of eTecything as before* Hence, 
it appears that no cause can possibly affect the valfic 
of anything — that is/ its exchangeable relation to 
other thiqge— bat an inoieaee or dimmntion in the 
quantity of labor required for its production : mud 
the prices of all things whatsoever represent the 
quantity of labor by which they are seTorally pro* 
daced ; and the yaloe of A ia to the Talne of B nni* 

versally as the quantity of labor \vliich produces A 
to the quantity of labor which produces 



Here, then, is tlie great law of value as £rst ex* 
plained by Mr. Sioardo. Adam Smith nmfonn^ 
takes it for granted that an alteralioii in the qnantHy 

of liibur, and an alteration in wages (that is, the 
value of labor), are the same thiug, and will produce 
the eame effects ; and, hence, he never diatingmehee 
the two cases, but everywhere uses the two expres- 
sions as syuonymous. If A, wliich had hitherto 
required sixteen shillings' worth of labor for its pvo* 
dnction, shonld to4Dorrow require only twelve sUl^ 
lings' worth, Adam Smitli would have treated it as 
a matter of no importance whether tliis change had 
arisen fiom some discovery in the art of mannfectar^ 
ing A, which reduced the quantity of labor required 
from four days to three, ^ simply from some laU 



i^ijui^cd by 



in wages which rednced the value of a day's labor from 
foux jeUiiiliiigs to three BhillingB. Yat^ in the Ibrmor 
ca06| A would ML oonsidertthly in price m iooa m 
ibe diacoveiy oeMed to be monopoliied; whefeM, 
in the latter case, we have .seen that A could noi 
possibly vaiy iu prioe by one ikrtlu&g* 

I%meL la whftt way do yoa tuppote fhit Adam 
Smith came to make so great au oversight, as 1 now 
coiiiesfi it to be ? 

X Mr. MaUkiui xepramtf Adam Smith m noi 
liaving ioffieieiitly exptained himsdf on ilie enbjaet. 

He does nut make it quite clear/' says Mr. Mal- 
thtts, whether he adopta for hia principle of Talae 
the qnantiiy of the producing labor or ita Taliia.'^ 
JJui tliib is a most erroneous n^prescntatiou. There 
is not a chapter in the ''Wealth of Nations in 
which it 10 not made rednndantly clear that Adam 
Smith adopts both laws as mere varieties of expres- 
sion lor one aud the same law. This being so, how 
ooidd he pomUy make an rieotion between two 
things which he constanily confounded and regarded 
as identical ? The truth is, Adam Smith's attention 
was never direoted to the question : he suspected 
no distinction ; no man of his day, or before his day, 
had ever suspected it ; none of the French or Italian 
writers on Political Economy had ever suspected it ; 
indeed, none of them have suspected it to this hour* 
One sing'le writer before Mr. Ricardo has insisted 
on the quaiitiiy of labor as the true ground of value ; 
and, what is rery singular, at a period when Political 
Economy was in the rudest state, namely, in the 
early part of Charles II. 's reign. This writer was 
Sir William Pettyi a man who would have greatly 
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Adrasoed the woknce if he hid been properly eeo- 

onded hj his age. In a remarkable passage, too 
long fur quulalion^lie has expresBcd the law of valae 
with ft BiGinlin aoonia^ : but it is ecaancely pos- 
sible that even he was aware of We own accuracy ; 
ior^ though, he has asserted that the reason why any 
tiro Artiolee exohenge for each other (as so much com 
of Barope, suppoee, for eo much sflTer of Tem) ia 
because the same quantity of labor has been emplo^^ed 
oa their produotioa ; and, though he has certainly 
not vitiated the purity of thia principle by the uanal 
heteronoiuy (if you will allow me a learned word), 
— that is, by the introduction of the other and* oppo- 
aite law derived from the vahte of this labor, — yet, 
it ia probable that in thiia abataiiiing he was guided 
by mere accident, and not by any conscious purpose 
of comtradistingaiahing the one law from the other ; 
beoanae, had iuU been hie purpoae, he would hardly 
have contented liimsdi with forbearing to affirm, 
but would formally have denied the ^Ise law. For 
it can never be anfficiently impreaaed upon tiie eta- 
dent's mind, that it brings him not one step nearer 
to the truth to say that the value of A is determined 
by the quantity of labor which produoee it, unleaa 
by that proposition he means that it is nd detennined 
by the value of the labor which produces it. 

To return to Adam Smith : not only has he " made 
it quite olear that he confounded the two laws, 
and had never been summoned to examine whether 
they led to diiierent results, but I go further, and 
will affirm that if he had been summoned to auoh an 
examination, he could not have pursued it with aaj 
Buccess uutil the discovery of the true law of Profita. 
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For, in the case af theiuitSi as before argued, lieivMld 

have said, " The wages of the hatter, whether they 
have been augmented bj increaaed quantity of labor, 
or bj increaaed value of labor, mnat, in any caae, be 

paid.'' Now, what is the answer ? They must be 
paid; but ixoinwliat fund? Adam Smilli knew of 
no fund, nor could know of any, until Mr. Bicardo 
had ascertained the tnie law of Profits, except Price ; 
in either casei thereiure, as Political Economy then 
•lood, he was compelled to conclude that the fifteen 
ahillinga would be paid out of the price, — thatif^ 
that the wliole iliiibreiice between the twelve sbfl- 
linga and the fii^n Bhiliiugs would settle upon the 
purchaaer* But we now know that thia will happen 
only in the case wlion the difference has arisen from 
increased labor ; and that every farthing of the dif- 
ference which arises from increased value of labor 
will be paid out of another fund, namely, Profit*. 
But this conclusion could not be arrived at witliout 
the new theory of Profits (as will be aeen more fully 
when we come to that tiieoiy) ; and thus one error 
was the necessary parent of another. 

Here 1 will pause, and must beg you to pardon 
my long^ speeches in consideration of the extreme 
importance of the subject ; for everything in Politi- 
cal Economy depends, as I said before, on the law of 
value ; and I have not happened to meet with one 
writer who seemed fally to understand Mr. Bicardo's 
law, and still less who seemed to perceive the im- 
mense train of consequences which it involves. 

Phasd, I now see enough to believe that Mr. Bi- 
cardo is ri^ht ; and, if so, it is clear that all former 
writers are wrong. Thus far I am satisfied with 
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yov way of eondoctaiig fcha afgnmeiit^ tiiongh some 

little confusion still clouds my view. But, with re- 
gain to the couBcqueuces you speak how do you 
•xpUin thftt under io fimdamental an error (as yon 
fepramit it) maay writers, bat above all Adam 
Smith, should have been able to deduce so large a 
body of truth, IhAtwe regard him as one of the chief 
beneliMstors to the sdenoet 

X» The fact is, that his good sense interfered 
everywhere to temper the extravagant conclusions 
into which a severe logician conld have driven him.* 

• The Wealth of Kationi'' Ina nmr yet hm ably xeviewed, nor 
nUiAMtorUj aditod. The aditkn of Kr. Bodiaiiaai is tmqaeettoMUtily 
Iba ha^ wad diqpiftTf graai knondadga of Pamkal XsaMHgraa il 
■toad batea 4ha laviolBtiaa aflMad by Mi; Bloai^ B«i b»Tiiig «lw 
wakMnm to appear itatnadiately before thai leyoUilioiiy it is already 
to some degree an obsolete book* Bven Ibr its own dftte, boweverp It 
ivaa set good as aa editien of Adam Snuth, its valoe lyhig ehladtf ba 
llw be4^ of original disqvsltioiis wbish eoMpoaad the fos^ 
Ibr Botes noi only lUled to. eorieet theirarst eneia of Adam 8 
(wfaiob, indeed^ in many eases is saying no more than that Mr. B«- 
shaaan did not forestall Mr. lLioardo)» b«t were also delldent in the 
history of Englidi ftDaaoe, and generally in tiie knowledge of facts, 
fiov mnoh reason thsre is to eall for « new edttten, with » erwnmwal 
ary a da pt ed to the ezisting state of the sdenoe, wiU appear on this 
consideration : the ** Wealtib of Nations " is the text-book resorted to 
by all students of Political Economy. One main problem (>f tlii^ 
science, if not the main problem (as Mr. Ricardo thinks), is to deter- 
mine tliL ];nv- vviiich rtguiate llent^!, Profits, and Wages ; but every- 
body who is acquainted with tbo present state of the science must 
acknowledge that precisely on these throe points it affords very 
little satisfactory iiilormation." These last words are the gentle criti- 
cism of Mr. Ricardo : Imt the truth is, that not only docs it afford very 
little informatiou ua the great heads of Rent, Profits, and Wnj^o?, but 
(which is much worse) it gives very false and misleading information. 

P. S. September 27, 1854. — ^ It is suggested to mo by a friend, that 
in this special notice of Mr. Ruchanan^s edition, I shall be interpreted 
as having designed some coTort refleetion open the edition of Adam 
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At this very day, a French and an Eiigiibh ccouo- 
mnt have reared a Babel of more elaborate enors 
on this subject ; M. Say, I mean, and Mr. Halthna : 

both ingenious writers, both eminently illogical, — 
especially the latter, with whoso ** ooxifuaioii worse 
confounded'^ on the enbject of Value, if reTiewed by 

some unsparing ithadainatil [ms of logical justice, I 
believe that chaos would appear a modtd of order and 
li^t. Yet the very want of logic, which has betrayed 
these two writers into so many errors, has befriended 
them in escaping from their consequences ; for they 
leap with the utmost agility over all obstacles to any 
conclusions which their good sense points out to 
them as just, Luwever much at war with tlieir own 
premises. With respect to the confusion which you 
complain of as still clinging to the subject, this nat- 
urally attends ihu first efforts of the mind to disjoin 
two ideas which have constantly been regarded as 
one. But, as we adyance in our discussions, illus- 
tration and proof will gradually arise from all quar- 
ters, to the great principle of JNIr. Eicardo which we 
have just been considering; besides which, this 
principle is itself so much required for the illustra- 
tion and proof of other principles, that the mere 
practice of applying it will soon sharpen your eye to 
a steady fiuniliarity with all its aspects* 

r 

Smitli pobllflhed 1^ Kr. M'OiiU<Mh. Hy mmmairj uunrer to toy moli 
inainiiatlon tiut ttuf whole paper ma written In the spring of 1824, 
that is, thirty and a half years ago : at whieh time, to the beet ofay 
knowledge, Mr. lfH)iiUodi had not so mneh as modUated any sash 
edition. Let me add, that if I had seen or fimeied sny reason fat a 
critioi«m onfiriendly to Mr. M'Culloch, or to any writer whaterer, I 
should not have offered it indirectly, but openly, frankly, and in tha 
spirit of liberal candor due to an honorable eontemponry* 

VOL.. II. 25 



290 



THS TfiMFLAXa' KALOOm 



DIALOOUB THE SECOND. 

JPhiL X,9 1 Me, fa not yet come : I hope he dees 
not mewn to break hie appointmeiit, fer I hftTe a 

t;ign upon liim. I liave been considering his arg'u- 
ment mgamst ih» pombiHty of any change ia price 
•rising out of a change in Hie yaloe of labor, and I 
have detected a liaw in it wlii* li lio c;in never get 
* over. I have him, air — I have him as fast as ever 
qsidar had a i^. 

Fhwd. Don't iMnk i% my dear friend : you are 
a dexterous reUarius ; but a gladiator who is armed 
with Bicardian weapcma will oat your net to piaoee. 
He is too atrong m hia caoee, aa I am well aatiafied 
from what passed yesterday. He 11 slaughter yoo, 
— to use racy ( \ pression of a Mend of mine in 
deacribing the redundant power with which one fimcy 
boxer disposed of another, — he ^11 slaughter yon 
" with case and affluence.'' But here he comes. — 
Well, X., yon 're just come in time. Philebaa eaya 
that you are a fly, i^^bilst Ae is a mnidenms spider, 
and that hell slaughter you with "case and aiHu> 
once ; " and, all things conaideredi I am indined to 
think he wilL 

Phil. Phaidrns does not report the matter quite 
accurately ; however, it is true that 1 believe myself 
to have detected a fatal error in your arg^nment of 
yeeterday on the case of the hat ; and it Is this : 
When the value of labor roso by twenty-five per 
cent., yon contended that this rise would be paid 
ont of profits. Now, up to a certain limit this may 
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be possible ; beyond that it is impossible. For the 
price of the hat was snppeeed to be eigfateea ehi^ 
Kngs: nd the price of the labor being aeemned 
originally at twelve sliilliiigs, < — leaving six shillings 
for pioita,— it ia very possible that a rise ia wagea 
of no moie than Huree ehiUinge may be paid o«t of 

these profits. But, as tliis advance in wages in- 
creases, it comes nearer and nearer to that point at 
^vbich it will be impoaaible for proAta to pay it; 
aincei let the advanoe once reach the whole six ehil- 
lings, and all motive for producing hats will be ex- 
tingaiBhed ; and let it advance to aeven abiUingt , 
there wiU in lliat oaae bci no fbnd at all left ont of 

which the seventh shilling can be paid, even if the 
capitalist wore disposed to relinquish all his prufitB. 
Now, aeiioiuily, you will hardly maintain that the 
hat could not rise to the price of niuetecu bliilliiigs 
— or of any higher Rum ? 

X BeeoSect, Fhilebna, wliat it ia that I maintain I 
aasttredly the hat may rise to the price of nineteen 
rflillings, or of any higher sum, but not as a coosc- 
qnence of the canse you assign. Taking yonr case, 
I do maintain that it ia impossible the hat should 
exceed, or even reach, eighteen shillings. When I 
say eighteen shillings, however, you must recollect 
that the particular sum of twelve shillings for labor, 
and six shillings for profits, wera taken only for the 
sake of illustration f translating the sense of tho 
proposilion into nniversal forms, what I assert is, 
that the rise in the value of the labor can - > no 

further than the amount of profits will allow it: 
proHts swallowed up, there will remain no fund out 
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of wliich aa increase of wi^B caa be paid^ aod ike 
piodiiGtioii of hata will cease. 

Phil This is the sense in which I tmderstood yon ; 
aud iu tiiis sense I wish that you would convince 
me that the bat could not, under the dicomatanoea 
supposed, advanoe to nineteen shillings or twenty 

shilliiigs. 

X. Ferhaps, in our conversation on Wages, you 
will see this more irresistibly; yon yoniself will 
tlieii shrink from affirming the possibility of such an 
advance as from an obvious absurdity; meantime, 
here is a short demonstration of it, which X am snr- 
prised that Mr. Bicardo did not use as the strongest 
and most compendious mode of otsUblibliing his 
doctrine.' 

Let it be possible that tiie hat may advance to 

nineteen shillings ; or, to express this more gener- 
ally, from X (or eighteen shillings) — which it was 
worth before the rise in wages — to is + y; that is 
to say, the hat will now be worth a? + 2/ quantity of 
money— having previously been worth no more thau 
X. That is your meaning t 
PhO. It is. 

-X". And if in money, of necessity in everything 
else ; because otherwise, if the hat were worth more 
money only, bnt more of nothing besides, that would 
siuiply argue that money had fallen in value; in 
which case undoubtedly the hat might rise in any 
proportion that money fell ; but, then, without gain- 
ing any increased value, which is essential to your 
arg"ument. 

FhiL Oertaizdy \ if in money, then in everything 
else. 
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X. Therefore^ for inetanoe, in glorei ; having pre* 

vionflly been worth fonr pair of bncksldn gloves, the 
hat will now be worth four pak -j- yt 
FhdL It will. 

X Bnt, Philebns, either the rise in wages ia nni* 

versal or iL is not universal. If not uiiiversal, it 
must be a case of accidental rise from mere scarcity 
ofhanda; wliichisthecaaeof arise in marMyalne; 
and that is not the case of Mr. Ricardo, who is lay- 
iiig down the laws of no^uraZ value. It is, therefore, 
nniYCTal; bat, if nniYersal, the gloves from the 
same canse will have risen from the valne of at to 

» + 

Hence, therefore, the price of the hat, estimated 
in gloves, is = x '\- y. 

And acrain; the price of the gloves, estimutud iu 
hats, i& = X y. 
In other words, H — y = x. 

That is to say, H — y = S y, 
Fhosd, Which, I suppose, is an absnrdity ; and, 
in Ihet, it tnms ont, PhOebns, that he has slaughtered 

you with "ease and affluonco." 

X. And this absurdity must be eluded by him 
who nndertakes to show that a rise in the wages of 
labor can be transferred to the value of its prodnct. 



DIALOGUL THE THIRD. 

[Et roquiori sane animo feres, cum liic de piimis agatur prinoipiis, 
si Buperstitioso omnia exanauiu i, — \ iamquo ((nasi jtalpando singa* 
laque curiosius eontreotando, lente me prouaovi et testudineo gradu* 



THE T£MPLABS' DIALOGUES 



loii||« qttid cpiutyiicM ait disptoiAt^ qnam quid in nature primo Tcrum ; 
ttOitramqiM omnium oondiiionem non miiltiim ab ilU Arohimedis 
mbludm— nu Mat nttflaw n^r Ubi primnm flgamoB 
p«d«m, iBTeoIra mnlto mtgli tatagimiu, qnam (ubi inYonimiii) vlte* 
liaf prpgndi.<*ir<MfBciit Motub m J^mC. md CarUdmm*^ 

'nzHGiFifl Of TALin oomiraiD. 

PA<Bd. In our fibort conTeraation of yesterday, 
X., you parried an objection brongbt forward by 

Philebus in a way which 1 thought satisfactory. 
Yoa redaoed him to an abBordity, or what seemed 
anch. In fiict, I did verily believe that yon had 

}slaiig*}itered ]*hilelnis; and so I told him. liut we 
have since reconsidered the matter^ and hfwe settled 
it between onrselves that yonr answer will not do ; 
that your ''absurdity/' iu fact, is a very absurd 
absurdity. Philebus will toll you why. I, for my 
part, shall have enough to do to take care of a littlo 
argoment of my own, which is designed to meet 
something that passed iu our first dialogue. Now, 
my private conviction is, that both I and Philebus 
shall be cudgelled ; I am satisfied that such will be 
the issue of the business. And my reason lor think- 
ing so is thiSi — that I already see enough to discern 
a character of boldness and determination in Mr. 
Ricardo's doctrines which needs no help from sneak- 
ing equivocations, and this with me is a high pre- 
sumption that he is in the right. In whatever rough 
way his theories are tossed about, they seem always, 
like a cat, to light upon their legs. But, notwith- 
standing this, as long as there is a possibility that 
he may be in the wrong, I shall take it for granted 
that he is, and do my best to prove him so. 
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X For wltk>h, Ptodros, 1 ahftU feel giMttj in- 
debted to yon. We aie told of Trajan, that, in tbe 

camp exerciBOB, ho nut only tolerated hard bl^ws, 
but couxted tbem ; alacer virtuto mUitum, et laetus 
qnoties mt oaeaidi wnm mat dypeo graylor iotot in- 
ciderct. Laudabat quippe ferientcs, hortabaturque 
ut audereut/' Wlien one of our theatrea let down 
an iron onrtain upon tiM stage as a neaoa of inaalat- 
ing the audience from anj fiie amongst tbe aeeneiy^ 
and sent men to prove the strength of this curtain 
by playing upon it with aledge-hammera in the sight 
and bearing of the pabHo^ ^iio would not have 
laughed at the hollowness of the naiimmcry, if the 
blows had been gentle, considerate, and forbearing I 
A make-believe blow would have implied a 

make-believe hammer and a " make-beliere enf^ 
tain. Nol — hammer away, like Chailes Martd; 

fillip me with a thiee^nan beetle $ be to me a 
mdOeug torsMeonim; come like Spmser^s Tains — 
an iron man with an iron ilail, and thresh out the 
straw of my logic ; rack me ; put me to the queiK 
tion; get me down; jnmp upon me; kick me; 
throtth? me ; put an end to me in any way you can. 

jP/u^. I will, I will, my dear Iriend i anything to 
obli^ you ; anything for peace. So now tie youi^ 
Belf to the stake, whilst we bait you. And you 
begin, Philebus ; unmuzzle. 

i'M. I shall be briet The case of the hat is 
what I stand upon ; and, by the way, I am much 
obliged to yon, X., for having stated the question in 
that shape ; it has furnished me with a very manage- 
able formula for recalling tbe principle at issue* 
The waguii alter from two different causes— in one 
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case, because tliurc in the same (quantity of labor at 
m different rate ; in another case, because there is a 
different quantity at the same rate. In the latter 

case, it i.s agreed that the alteration settles upon 
price ; in the former ease yon affirm that it will nai: 
I affirm that it will. I brin^ an argument to prove 
it ; which argument you attempt to parry by another. 
But in this counter argument of yours it strikes me 
that there inrks a petiHo prindpU, Indeed, I am 
sure of it. For observe the course of our reasoning*. 
I chai'ge it upon your doctiiue as an absurd conse- 
quence — that, if the increase of wages must be paid 
out of profits, then this fond will at length be eaten 
out ; and as soon as it is, there will be no fund at 
all for paying any forther increase ; and the produc- 
tion must cease. Now, what in effect is yonr answer f 
Why, that as soon as profits are all eaten up, the 
production %uiU cease. And this you call reducing 
me to an absurdity. But where is the absurdity f 
Your answer is, in fact, an identical proposition ; 
for, when you say, " As soon as profits are absorbed,*' 
I retort. Ay, no doubt **as soon^* as they are ; but 
when wfH that be ? It requires no Kicardo to teD 
us that, when profits are absorbed, they will be ab- 
sorbed ; what I deny is, that they ever can be ab- 
sorbed. For, as fast as wages increase, what is to 
hinder price from increasing pari passu f In which 
case profits will never be absorbed. It is easy 
enough to prove that price will not increase, if you 
may assume that profits will not remain stationary. 
For then you have assumed the whole point in dis- 
pute ; and after that, of course you have the game in 
your own hands ; since it is self-evident that if any- 
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body is made up of two parts P aad m> adjusted 
that all which is gained by either most be losi hj 

the other, then lJuU body caii never mcrease. 
Fha'd. Nor decreaae. 

J*kiL No« aor decrease* If myheed mnstof iiece»> 
sitylose as much weight as my trunk gains, and 
vice versa, ihau it is a clear case that I shall neTsr 
be heavier. Bat why cannot my head remain sta- 
tionary, whilst my tnmk grows heayierf TUb is 
what you had to prove, and yon have not proved it. 

FhdBd. 01 it 's scandalous to think how be has 
doped ns; his ^'reiuctio^^ tarns oat to be the merest 
swindling. 

X. No, Fhsedrus, 1 beg your pardon. It is very 
tnie I did not attempt to prove that yoor head.might 

not remain stationary ; I could not have proved this 
direcUyf without anticipating a doctrine out of its 
place ; bat I proved it* indirecQy^ by showing that» 
if it were supposed possible, an absnrdity wonld 
follow from that supposition. I said, and I say 
again, that the doctrine of wi^ges will show the veiy 
supposition itself to be absord ; bat, ontil we come 
to that doctrine, I content m^'self with proving that, 
let that supposition seem otherwise ever so reason- 
able (the Boppositjan, namely, that profits may be 
stationary whilst wages are advancing), yet it draws 
alter it one absurd consequence, namely, that a 
thing may be bigger than that to which it is con- 
fessedly equal. Look back to the notes of onr con- 
versation, and you will see that this is as I say. 
You sayi Fhilebus, that I prove profits in a particukr 
case to be incapable of remaining stationary, by as- 
suming that price cannot increase ; pr, if I am called 
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upon to prove that assumption — namely, that price 
cannot increaae — i do it only by asBumiug that prof- 
its in thaloMe are inopaMe of remainiBg Btationaxy. 
But, if I had reasoned thus, I should not only httve 
been ^uih^ id ^ pMio pnncipii (as you alleged), but 
alio of a cixde. Hsrai then, I utteriy diaclaim and 
lenownoe either aaamnption : I do not ask you to 
grant mc liiat price must coniinuu btaiiouary in the 
oaae aappoaed ; I do not aak you to grant me that 
pvofita miiat feeede in the caae aupposed. On the 

contrary, I will no I liave them granted to mo j I 
insist on your refusing' both of theiise pnntii^iea. 

FkO. Well, I do lefase them. 

riiwd. So do I. I Ml do anything in reason as well 
as anoiiier. " If one knight give a testril " * 

X Then let na anppoae the mines firom which we 
obtain our silver to be in England. 

J^lmd, What lor ? Why am I to suppose this t I 
donH know bnt yon have some tn^ hi it. 

X. No; a Newcastle coal-mine, or a Oomwall tin* 
iniuc, will answer the purpose of my argument just 
as wall. But it is more ccmvenient to use silrer as 
the fflnstration ; and I BU])po8e it to be in England 
fciiiiidy to avoid intermixing any question about 
forei^ trade. Now, when the hat sold for eighteen 
shillings, on Mr, Bioardo's princiide why did it sdl 
for that sum ? 

PhU, I suppose, because the quantity of silver in 
that som is assomed to be the product of lour days' 
labor in a sil^eMnine. « 

X Certainly ; beoause it is the product of the 

• Bk Andmr AfusaliMk, is V^UIh Hlglit'^ 
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same qiiaiitUy of kbor m thftt wUch produced tlio 

hat. Calling twenty si i Illinois, therefore, four ounces 
of silvery the hat was worth nine tenths of four 
otmces. Now, when wages ad^aaoo from twelve 
shillings to fourteen shillings, prolits (you allege) 
will not pay this advance, hnt price. On this sup* 
potttion the price of the bat wiU now be<— what f 

Phil. Twenty shillings ; leaving, as before, bix 
fiiiiilings for profit. 

X, Six ahiUinge npon fourteen ebillinge are not 
the same raU of profit ae atx ehillinfrs upon twelve 
shillings ; but no matter; it dues nui uilect the argu- 
ment. The hat is now worth four entire ounces of 
silver, having previously been worth four ounces 
minus a tenth of j'oiir ounces. But the product of 
four days' labor in a fiilvei^mine must also advance 
in value, for the same cause. Four ounces of sflver, 

which is that produei, will now have the same power 
or value as 22.228. had before. Consequently the 
four ounces of salver, which had ptev^usly com- 
manded in exchange a hat and the ninth of a hat, wfll 
now command a hat and two ninths, fractions neg- 
leoted. Henoe, therefore, a hat will, upon any Anti- 
Biesidisn tlieo^, manifestly buy four ounces of sa- 
ver; and yet, at the same time, it will nut Iniyfour 
ouaoes by one fifth part of four ounces. Silver and 
the denominations of its quatttfes, being famiUar, make 
it more convenient to use that metal ; but substitute 
lead, iron, coal, or anything whatsoever — the argu- 
ment is the same, being in foot a universal demon- 
stration that variations in wages cannot produce 
corresponding variations in price. 
HkBd. Say no more, X. ; I see that you avs right; 
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and it 'a all over with our cansei unless I retrieve it 
To think that the whole cause of the Anti-Bicardian 

ecuiiumy should devolve upon me I that fate sijuuld 
ordain me to be the Atlas on whose unworthy shoul- 
ders the whole system is to rest I This being my 
destiny, I uiiglit to have been buili a little etroiig-er. 
However, no matter. I heartily pray that I may 
prove too strong for you ; though, at the same time, 
1 am convinced I shall nut. Remember, therefore, 
that yuu have no rit^ht to exult if you toss and gore 
me, for I tell you beforehand that you will. And, 
if you do, that only proves me to be in the right, 
and a very sagacious person ; since my argument has 
all the appearance of being irresistible, and yet such 
is my discernment that I foresee most acutely that 
it will turn out a most absurd one. It is this : your 
answer to Philebus issues in this — that a tbin^ 
A is shown to be at once more valuable and yet not 
more valuahle tlian the .same thing 13. Now, tliis 
answer I take .by the hQms ; it is possible for A to 
be more and yet not more valuable than the same 
lliiiig'. For example, my hat sliall l)e more valuable 
than the gloves; more valuable, that is, than the 
gloves were: and yet not more valuable than the 
gloves ; not more valuable, that is, than the gloves 
now are. So of tlie wages ; all things preserve their 
former relations, because all are equally raised. This 
is my little argument. What do you think of it T 
Will it do ? 
X No. 

PhoBd. Why, so I told you. 

X I have the pleasure, then, to assure yon that 
you were perfectly right. It will noi do. But I un- 
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dmtand yon peiftoUj. You mean to evade my 

argument that the increase of wa^^es shall settlo upon 
profits ; aocording to thi& argument, it will aettle 
upon price, and not npon profits ; yet again on prioe 
in 0nch a way as to eaoape the absurdity of two rela- 
tions of \ aluo existing between the very same things. 
Bat, Phaadrus, this rise will be a mere metaphysical 
enSf and no real rise. The hat, yon say, has risen ; 
but still it commands no more of the gloves, because 
they also have ritsen. How, then, has either risen 'i 
The rise is pnrely ideal. 

Fhofd. It is so, X. ; bnt thiT I did not OTeriook ; 
for tell me — on Mr. Kicardo's principle, will not all 
things doable their value simultaneously, if the quan- 
tity of labor spent in producing all should double 
simultaneously ? 

X It will, rha&ikus. 

Fhagd. And yet nothing will exchange for more OT 

less than before. 

X. True j but the rise is not ideal, for all that, but 
will affect eyerybody. A pound of wheat, which 
prsTiously bought three pounds of salt, will still buy 

three pounds ; but, then, the salt-maker and the wheat- 
maker will have only one ])ound of those articles 
where befoie he had two. Howeyer, the difference 

between the two cases cannot fully be understood, 
without a previous examination of certain distinc- 
tions, which I will make the subject of our next disr 
loo'ue ; and the rather, because, apart from our present 
(Question, at every step we should else be embar- 
rassed, as all others haye been, by the peri^ezity 
attending these distinctions. Meantinie, as an an- 
swer to your argument, the folio wing consideration 



wQl be quite eu&cient. The case which your tar^rh 

ment respects is that in which wages are STi[>posed 
to xmei Why? In consequence of a real vise in 
mm or eomelhfaig elae. As a means of meeting' thie 

rise, wac^es rise ; but the increased value of wages is 
only a means to an end, and the laborer cares about 
the tiae only in that light. The end is — to giv6 
him the same qimntity of eorn, snppose. That end 
attained, he cares nothing about the means by which 
it ia attained. Now, your ideal rise of wages does 
not attain this end. The com has reaJfy men ; tbh 
is iht iirst stop. In consequence of this, an ideal rise 
follows in ail tbiags, which evades the absurdities 
of a real rise — and erades liie Bicardian doctrine 
of profits ; but, then, only by also evading any real 
rise in wages, the necessity of which (in order to 
meet the real rise in com) first led to the whole 
moTement of price. Bnt this you will more clearly 
see after our next dialogue. 



DIALOGUE THE FOURTH. 

ox XIIK USE AKD AUtSE OF TWO CELEBBAXKD I^ISZISCIIOXS IS 

IHS THEOET Ot YAVBE, 

X. How, gentiemen, I come to a question wbiob 

on a double account is interesting : first, because it 
is indispensable to tho fluency of our fntnre prog- 
ress that this question dtould be once Ibr all de> 
dded ; secondly, because it ftimishcs an experimeni- 
vm crwm foi: distinguiiihing a true knowledge of 
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Mr. Hicardo's theory irom a BpmiouB or baii-knowl> 
•dge* Maoy a man iriU acocMDpaoy Mr. Bicardo 

thus far, and will keep W« seat pretty well until he 
oomcs to the point which we have now reached — at 
iriiioh iHnnt ■oavoely one in a thoiiaaiid will escape 
Mug tmlioraed. 

Fhced, ^Vliioh one most assuredly will not be my- 
aeif. For I have a natural alacrity in losing my 
eeat, and gravitate so detenninately to the ground, 
that (like a Roman of old) I ride without stirrups, by 
way of holding myseii in constant readiness lor pro- 
jection ; upon the least Unt^ antidpating my horse's 
wishes on that point, and throwing myself off as fast 
as possible f for what 's tiie use of taking the negative 
side in a dispute where one's horse takes the affirma- 
Hwe t 80 I leave it to Flulebus to ride through the 
steeple-ohase you will lead him ; his be the honor of 
the day^and his tiie labor. 

X. But Aa< cannot be ; PUMnis Is bound in duty 
to be disuiuunted, for the sake of keeping Mr. Mal- 
thus with many others in countenance. For at this 
point, Phiedrus, more than at any other almost, there 
is a sail confusion of lordrf and gentlemen that I could 
name thrown out of the saddle pell-mell upon their 
mother earth. 

FkU* ^ among themMlTM la plMMnt T«la 
Stood •ooffiag." 

I suppose I may add — 

««Bdg^«Md la fli«l»lhoHftti U|S«A 

AnaMbtoofvfotory.* 

Meantime, what is it yon allude to ? 
X. You era acqulnled, I doubt nol» PhiMras, 
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with ihe omnDKm disliiietioii between real and iioiii»- 

nal value ; and in your judgrnent upon tliiit distinction 
I preemne tliat joa adopt the doctrine of Mr. 
Malthas. 

riuL 1 do ; but I know not why you should call 
it the doctrine of Mr. Mai thus ; for, though he has 
relirged it agamet Mr. BicardOi yet originally it 
'belongs to Adam Smith. 

X, Not BO, Philebus ; a dibtiuctiuu between real 
and nominal valne was made by Adam Smith, but 
not altogether (he distinction of Mr. Malthas. It is 

true that Mr. Maltlius tells us ('* Polit. Econ./' p. 
63) that the distinction is "exactly the same/^ 
Bat in this he is»inacearate ; fiir neither is it exacdy 
the same ; nor, if it l»ad been, could Mr. Malthas 
haye urged it in his 'Toliticai Economy with the 
same consistency as its original author. This you 
will see hereafter. But no matter; how do you 
understand the distinctiou ? 

FhiL I continae to think/' with Mr. Malthas, 
and in his words, " that the most proper definition 
of real value in exchange, in con trad istiiict ion to 
nominal value inexciiange, is the power of command- 
ing the necessaries and conTeniences of life, indod- 
ing labor, as distinoruished from the power of com- 
manding^ the precious metals." 

X You think, for instance, that if the wages of a 
laborer shoold in England be at the rate of five sliil* 
lings a day, and in France of no more than one shiihog 
a day, it could not, therefore, be inferred that wages 
were at a high real valne in England, or a low real 
value in France. Until we know howmuch iuud, &c., 
could be liad for the hvc shillings in England, and 
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how mucb ia France for the one flIulUng, all that wo 
could Mxlj assert would be, that wages were at a 
high fummdl value in England and at a low nominal 

value in France ; bnt the moment it should be ascer- 
tained that the English wages would procure twice 
as much comfort as the French, or the French twice 
as much as the English, we might iheii peremptorily 
aiiirm that wages were at a high real value in England 
on the first supposition, or in France on the second : 
— this is what you think ? 

JEh/U, It is, and very fairly stated, I think tln**^, 
in common with Mr. Malthus ; and can hold out but 
little hope that I shall ever cease to think it. 

X. Wliy, tbeii, know tlili, 

Thoa UiialM «nbi s 
And, to tliink riciil» tim imk think o'«r afi^ 

Pliced, But is it possible that Mr. Ricardo can 
require me to abjure an inference so reasonable as 
this 1 If so, I must frankly acknowledge that I am 
out of the saddle already. 

X, Reasonable inference ? So far from (hat, there 
is an end of all logic if such an inference be tolerated. 
Hud man may rest assured that his vocation in this 
world is not logical, who feels disposed (after a few 
minutes' consideration) to question the following 
proposition,— namely : That it is very possible for A 
continually to increase in value — in real value, ob- 
serve — and yet to command a continually decreasing 
quantity of B ; in short, that A may acquire a thou* 
sand times higher value, and yet exchange for ten 
thousand times loss of B. 

* Sucklia|^l mU-knowa song. 

YOi,. II, 26 
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iViaxi. Why , tlien. clinus m oofue a^aiu 1 " Is 
this tiie unptridoxical fiicardo 1 

X. Yes, Phaedrus ; but lay not this unctioii to 
your old prejudiccB, which you must now prepare to 
pici with foierer, that it is any spirit of wilful partr 
dox wiiioh is now speaking ; for get fid of Mr. Bi- 
cardo, if you can, but you will not, therefore, get rid 
paradox. On any olher theory of value 
whatsoerer, it will still continna to be an irresistible 

truth, though it is the Iticvirdian theory only which 
can cousistently explain it. Here, by the way, is a 
epeoimen of paradox in the tmeandlandabie sense— 

iu that Rcnse according to which Boyle entitled a 
book "liydiodtatical Paradoios;" for, though it 
wears a jirtin^/ioce appearsnoe of fiileeliood, yet in 
tbe end you will be sensible that it is not only true, 
but true in that way and degree which will oblige 
him who denies it to maintain an absurdity. Again, 
iherefore, I affirm that, when the laborer obtains a 
large quantity of corn, for instance, it is so lUr iVora 
beiog any fair inference that wages are then at a 
high real value, that in all probability they are at a 
very low real value ; and inversely I affirm, tiiat 
when wages are at their very highest real value, the 
laborer will obtain the very smallest quantity of com. 
Or, quitting wages altogether (because such an 
illustration would drive mo into too much anticipa- 
tion), I aflirni uuivcrsally of Y (that is, of any as- 
signable thing whatsoever), that it shall grow more 
valuable ad infinitum, and yet by possibility exchange 
for less and less ad injinUum of Z (that is, of any 
other assignable thing). 
FhcBd. Well,a]lIsballsayisihis,*^amImaworld 
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whore men stand on their faeede or on their feet ? 

But there is some trick in all this ; there is some 
aaare. And now 1 conrnder — what's the meauing 
4>f your aaying ** by posiibiU^^^ t If the doctrine 
yon wonid fcroe npon ne be ft {rfeniy ImMkdy elrwi^jhtr 
forward truth, why fetter it with such a suspicioua 
reetriction ? » 
X Thinki ior a moment, Fimdnui, 'wlmt doetrine 

it is which I would force upon you ; not, as you seem 
to suppose, that the quantity obtained by Y is iii the 
imarserslioof theTftlueof Y ; onthecontrevy, if tfaet 
were so, it would still remain true that an irresistible 
iniereuce might be drawn from the quantity pur- 
chased to the yalne of the thing porchasing/ and 
vi6e verM, from the yalne of tiie thing pnreharing to 
the quantity which it would purchase. There would 
still be a connection between the two ; and the sole 
di£Buence between my doctrine and the old doctrine 

would be this — that the connection would be no 
longer direct (as by your doctrine), but inverse* 
This would be the diffiiBrence, and the sole difference. 
Bnt what is it that I assert ? Why, that there is no 
connection at all, or of any kind, direct or inverse, 
between the qnaatiiy commanded and the yalne 
commanding. My object is to get rid of yonr inliBr- 
cnce, not to Bubslitutc any new inference of my own. 
I put, therefore, an extreme case. This case ought 
by your doetrine to be impossible. U, therefere, it 
be not impossible, your dortiinu is upset. Simply 
as a possible case, it is suihcient to destroy you. 
Bnt, if it were more than a possible case, it wonId 
destroy me. For if, instead of demonstrating the 
possibility of such a case, I had attempted to show 



tiiaiU weie m nniveisal and neoeestty ctw, I shoiild 

a^^aiu 1)0 introducing* tlie iiotiuii of a connection 
between tku quantity obtained aud the value obtain- 
ing, wUch it is the Teiy puipoBe of mj whole argiH 
ment to eztenniiuite. For my theeis is, that no racli 
canuection subsists between the two as warrantB 
Mkj inference that the real valne ib great becaofle 
the quaaMj it buys is great, or small becaoae tiie 
quantity it buys is small ; or, reciprucally, that, 
beoauaa the real value is great or amall, therelbre 
the quantitiee bought shall be great or small. Vrom, 

or to, tlie real value iii these cases, I contend iLat 
there in no more valid inference, than from, or to, the 
nominal ralue with which it is contrasted. 

Phil, Your thesis, then, as I understand it, is this : 
that if A double i ts value, it will not command double 
the qnantitj of B. I have a baronche which is worOi 
about six hundred guineas at this moment. Now, if 
I should keep this barouche unused in my coach- 
honse iar £ve years, and at the end of this^ term it 
shoold happen from any canse that carriages had 

doubled in value, my understanding would load me 
to expect double the quantity of any commodity 
for which I might Aen exchange it, whether ihai 
were money, sug-ar, besoms, or anything whatsoever. 
But you tell me — no. And vice ver94i, if I found 
that my baronche at the end of five years obtained 
for me double the qoantity of sugar, or besoms, or 
political economists, which it would now obtain, I 
should think myself wananted in drawing an inler- 
ence that carriages had doubled their valae. But 
you tell me — no ; "non valet consequential' 
X Yon are in the right, Fha^us ; I do tell yoa 
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flK>, But yoa do not expresa mj thesis qoite aeon- 
raiely , wluch is, that if A double its yalne, it will not 

therefore command double the former quautity of B. 
It may do so ; and it may also command five hundred 
times more, or five htmdred times less. 

Fhcvd. 0 temporn I O mures 1 Uerc is my friend 
X., thai in any other times would have been a man 
of iDGomiptibie virtne ; and yet, in our nnprincipled 
age, he is content to barter the interests of truth and 
the "majt sfy of plain-dealing for a brilliant para- 
dox, or (shall I say ?) for the glory of being reputed 
an accom^dished disputant. 

X, But, Pliaidrus, there could be little brilliancy 
in a paradox which in the way you understand it 
win be nothing better than a bold defiance of com- 
men sense. In fact, I should be ashamed to give the 
air of a paradox to so evident a truth as that which I 
am now urging, if I did not continually remind my- 
self that, evident as it may appear, it yet escaped 
Adam bmith. This consideration, and the spectacle 
of so many writers since his day thrown out and at 
a fault precisely at this point of the chase, make it 
prudent to present it in as startling a shape as 
possible; in order that, the attention being thor- 
oughly roused, the final assent may not be languid 
or easily forgotten. Sufler me, therefore, Pluudrus, 
in a Socratic way, to extort an assent irom your 
own arguments — allow me to drive you into an 

absurdity. 

Fhcsd, With all my heai t ; if our iather Adam is 
wrong, I am sure it would be presumptuous in me to 
be right ; so drive me as fiuit as posmble. 

X You say that A, by doubling its own value, 
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Bball oommand a doable quantity of B. Where, by 
A, you do not mean some one thing in |>arliciilar9 

but generally any assignable thing' whatever. Now, 
B ia some asc^iguable thing*. Wbatever^ therefore, ia 
tme of A, will be trae of B f 

HullL It will. 

X It will bo true, therefore, of B, that, by 
doubling ita own value, it will command a double 

quantity of A ? 
Fhasd, I caunot deny it. 

X. Let A be your carriage ; and let B stand for 
BIX hundred thousands of besoms, which suppose to 

express the value of your carriage in that article at 
this present moment. Five years hence, no matter 
why, carriages have doubled in value; on which 
supposition you affirm that in exchange fur your 
barouche you will be entitled to receive no less than 
twelve hundred thousands of besoms. 

Phced. I do ; and a precious bargain I shall have 
of it ; like Moses with his gross of shagreen speeta- 
cles. But sweep on, if you please ; brush me into 
absurdity. 

X, I will. Because barouches have altered in 
value, that is no reason why besoms^shonld not have 
altered f 

Pliccd. Certainly ; no reason in the world. 
X Let them have altered ; for instance, at the 
end of the five years, let them have been doubled in 

value. Now", because your assertion is this — simply 
by doubling in value, B shall command a double 
quantity of A — it follows inevitably, PhsBdrus, that 
besoms, having doubled their value in live years, 
will at the end of that time command a double quau- 
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tity of baroQchei. The mppodtfen te^ iltot rix 1n»> 

dred thousand, at present, cummand one Luiouche ; 
in fiye jewft, tiiarefore, six himdred tiMmsand will 
command two barovohes ? 

FJwud, Thoy will. 

X. Yet, at the very aame tiiue, it lias already ap- 
peared from yoor argoment that twelve himdied 
thousand will command only one barouche ; tliat is, 
a barouche will at one and the same time be worth 
twelve hundred thoviaiid beaomsi and worth only 
one fimrth part of that quantity. la this an abiurd* 

ity, Phcudrus ? 
FhcBd. It eeema such. 

X And, therefbre, the arg^imient fraa whioh it 

flows, I presume, is false? 

Phcod, Scavenger of bad logic 1 I oonfcBB that it 
lookaao. 

IhU, You confess? So do not I. You die " soft,'' 
Phaadrus ; give mc the cudgels, and I '11 die game," 
at least* The ^w in ytmr argomeiit, X«, is thia : yo« 
flnimmoned Phttdma to invert his propoddon, and 
then you extorted an absurdity from this iu version. 
But that abeardity follows only from the particulai* 
fi>im of expression into whioh yon threw the original 
proposition. I will express the .same proposition iu 
other terms, unexceptionable terms, which shall 
evade the abanrditj. Observe. A and B are at 
this time equal in value ; that is, they now ex- 
change quantity for qjuantity. Or, if you prefer your 
own case, I eay that one barouche exchanges for six 
hundred tiionsand besoms. I choose, however, to 
express this proposition tiius : A (one barouche) 
and B (six hundred thousand besoms) are aeverally 
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«qii»l is Tafaie to G« Wbm, therefore^ A donbleB its 
tiIm, I say that it ahall command a double quantity 
of C. Now, nuirk how I \vill express the inverted 
caae* Wlieu V> doubles it& value, I say that it shall 
command a doable qoaatity of 0. But these two 
cases are very reconcilable with each other. A may 
comma&d a double i^uautity of C at the same time 
that B commanda a double quantity of without 
iuTfdTing any abaurdity at all. And, if ao, the dis- 
puted doctrine is established, that a double value 
impUea a double command of quantity ; and recipro- 
cally, that from a doubled command of quantity we 

may infer a doubled value. 

X» A, and B, you say, may simultaneously comr 
mand a double quantity of 0, in consequence of 
doubling their value ; and this they may do without 
abBurdity. But how Bhail 1 know UlcU, until 1 know 
what you cloak under the symbol of G ? For if the 
same thing shall have happened to C which my 
argument assumes to have happened to B (namely, 
that its value has altered), then the same demonstra- 
tion will hold ; and the very same absurdity will Al- 
low any attempt to infer the qunutity from the value, 
or the value from the quantity. 

FkiL Yes, but I have provided against (hat; for 
by C I mean any assignable thing which has not 
altered its own value. I assume C to be stationary 
in value. 

X In that case, Philebns, it is undoubtedly true 

that iiu abiiurdity follows from the inversion of the 
proposition as it is expressed by you. But then the 
short answer which I retom is this : your them 

avoids the absurdity by avoiding the entire c^uestiou 
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in dispute. Your thems is not only not the eatne ao 
that which we are now discus&ing ; not only differ- 
ent in essence from the thesis which is now disputed i 
but moreoTer it affinns only what neuer was disputed 

"by any man. No man has ever denied that A, by 
doubling its own ^value; will command a double 
quantity of all things which have been stationary in 
value. Of things in that predicament, it is self- 
evident that A will command a double quantity. 
But the question iS| whether uniTersally, from 
doubling its value, A will command a double quan* 
tity : and inversely, whether universally, from the 
command of a double quantify, it is lawful to infer a 
double value* This is asserted by Adam Smithy and 
is essential to his distinction of noritiiial and real 
value ; this is peremptorily denie I I j us. We ofier 
to produce cases in which from double value it shall 
not be lawful to infer double quantity. We offer to 
produce cases in which from double quantity it shall 
not bo lawM to infer double value. And thence we 
arguCj that untU the value is discovered in some 
other way, it will be impossible to discover whether 
it be high or low from any consideration of the quan- 
tity commanded; and again, with respect to the 
quantity commanded — that, until known in some 
other way, it shall never be known from any consid- 
eration of the value commanding* This is what we 
say; now, your contradicts the conditions; 

" unlil the value is discovered in some other way, it 
shall never be learned firom the quantity command- 
ed." But in your " 0 " the value is already dis- 
covered ; for yon assume it ; you postulate that 0 is 
stationary in value : and hence it is easy indeed to^ 
VOL. n. 2t 
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infer that, because A commands double quantity of 
" 0," it shall therefore be of double value ; but this 
inference is not obtained from the sfaigle considenH 
tion of double qna&titf , but from ffioi combined with 

the assumption of uiialtered value in 0, without 
which aaaumption you fihall neyer obtain that infeiv 
ence. 

PhwcL The iiKiltor is clear be^^ond what 1 require ; 
yet, X., for the satialiEtotion of my ''game'^ friend 
FhilebnSi give vb a proof or two ex olmndanH^ by 
applying what you haTC said to caeee in Adam Smith 

or others. 

X In general it ia clear tiiat, if the valoe of A 
increaees in a dnpUcate mtio, yet if the yalne of B 

increases in a triplicate ratio, so far from cuminaiid- 
iug a greater quantity of B, A shall conunand a 
■mailer quantity ; and if A continually goes on squap- 
ing" its fornier value, yet if B continually goes on 
cubing its ibrmer value, then, though A will contin- 
ually augment in value, yet the quantity whidi it 
wQl command of B shall be continually less, until at 
length it shall become practically equal to nothing.* 
Hence, therefore, I deduce, 

1. That when I am told by Adam Smith that the 
money which I can obtain for my hat expresses only 
its nominal value, but that the labor which I cau 
obtain for it expresses its real value — I reply, that 

* The reader maj Imagine that there Ifl one exception to this case : 
namely, if the yaliiM of A and B were aMomed at starting to be = I ; 
beemee, in that case, the pqnevee, enbei^ nad aU other poimi alike, 
would be = 1 ; and thus, under any amiafeiit altenftloii, tiw real le- 
latieBfl of A and B would always remain the aune. But this is an 
iraponible and unmeanliig ease in PoUtioal Boooomy, as might easUy 
be shown. 
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tbe quantity of labor ia no more any expression of 
tbe real yalue than the quantity of money ; t>oth aie 

equally fiillacioiis expressions, because equally eqniT- • 
ocaL My hat, it is U\xe, now buys mo x quantity of 
Iftbor, and some years ago it bought § quantity of 
labor. But tins no more proves that my hat ha^ ad- 
vanced iu real value according to that proportion, 
than a double money price will prove it. For how 
wSl Adam Smith reply to him who ur|^ the double 
money value as an argument of a duuLle real value? 
Ue will aay — No; uon valet oonaequentia. Your 
proof is equivocal; for a double quantity of money 
will as inevitably arise fropi the siukiiig of money a^^ 
fiN>m tbe rising of hats. And supposing money to 
have sunk to one fourth of ita former value, in that 
CNUM a double money value — so fiur fh>m proving hats 
to have risen in real value — will prove that hats have 
abeolutely fiillen in real value by one half; and they 
will be seen to have done so by comparison witii all 
things which have remained stationary ; otherwise 
they would obtain not double merely, but four times 
the quantity of money price. This is what Adam 
Smith will reply iu cflect. ^ nv, the very same ob- 
jection I make to labor as any test of real value. 
My hat now obtains m labor ; fomeily it obtained 
only one half of x. Be it so ; but the whole real 
change may be in the labor ; hibor may now be at 
one half its former value ; in which case my hat ob* 
tains the same real price; double the quantity of 
labor being now required to express the same value. 
Nay, if labor has fallen to one tenth of its former 
value, so far from being proved to have risen one 
hundred per cent, iu real value by now purchasing 
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double quantity of labor, ray hat is piuved to have 
fidlen to one fifth of its former valae ; elsoi instead 
of baying me only m labor, whioh is but the donble 

of its former value ( % ), it would buy me 6 x, or ten 
titties its former value. 

FML Yonr objection, then, to the labor price, as 

any better expression of the real value than the 
jBoney price, would be that it is an equivocal ex- 
pression, leaving it donbtfol on which side of the 
equation the disturbance had taken place, or wfaetiier 
on both sides. In which objection, as against others, 
yon may be right; but yon must not urge this 
against Adam Smifli ; because, on his theory, the 
expression is not equivocal ; the disturbance can be 
only on one side of the equation, namely, in your 
hat. For as to the other side (the labor), ihai is 

secured from all disturbance by his doctrine that 
labor is always of the same value. When, therefore, 
yonr hat will purchase « quantity of labor instead 
of half «t tiie in&rence is irresistible that your hat 
has doubled its value. There lies no appeal from 
this ; it cannot be evaded by alleging that the labor 
may hare fidlen, for the labor cannot fidl. 

X. On the Smithian theory it cannot ; and there- 
fore it is that I make a great distinction between the 
error of Adam Smith and of other later writers. He, 
thonpfh wri)no', was consistent. That the vabie of 
labor is invariable, is a principle so utterly unten- 
able, that many times Adam Smith abandoned it him- 
self implicitly, though not explicitly. Tlie demon- 
stration of its variable value indeed follows naturally 
from the laws which govern wages ; and, therefore, 
I will not here anticipate it. Meantime, hating once 
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adopted that theory of tiie nnaltenible valae of labor, 

Adam Smith was in the vi<^ht to make it the expres- 
fiioa of real vfdue. But this is not done with the 
same consiatency by Mr. Malthna at the very time 

when lie denies the possibility of aii^' luv axiable 
value. 

Fkil. How 80 1 Mr. Malthns asflerts that there ia 

one article of invariuble value ; wliat is more, this 
article is labur^ — the very same as that formerly 
alleged for auch by Adam Smith ; and he haa written 
a book to prove it. 

X True, Philebus, he has done so; and he now 
holda that labor la invariable, supposing that hia 
opinions have not altered within the last twelve 
months. But he was so £ir from holding this iu 
1S20 (at which time it was that he chiefly insisted 
on the distinction between nominal and real value), 
that he was not content with the true arguments 
against the possibility of an invariable value, but 
made use of one, as I shall soon show you, which 

involves what the metaphysicians call a non-ens — or 
an idea which includes contradictory and self-destroy- 
ing conditions. Omitting, however, the inconsist- 
ency in tlie idea of real value as conceived by Mr. 
Malthus^ there is this additional error engrafted 
upon the Smiihian definition, that it is extended to 

the necessaries and conveniences of life in gen* 
eral, and no longer conhued exclusively to labor. I 
shall, therefore, as another case for illustrating and 
applying- the result of our dispute, 

2. Cite a passage from Mr. Malthus' "Political 
£conomy (p. 59) : " If we are told that the wages 
of day-labor in a particular countiy are, at the pres- 
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ent time, fonrpence a daj, or that the revenue of a 
partictilar sovereign, seven or eight hundred years 

ago, was four hundred thuusand ])ouiids a yeiii , these 
Statements of nominal V4ilue convey no sort of infor* 
mation respecting the condition of the lower class of 
peo}>lu ia I ill) one case, or the resources of t iie sov- 
ereign in the other. Without further knowledge on 
the suhject, we should be quite at a loss to say 
whether the laborers in the country mentioned were 
starving or livinp: in great plenty ; whetiier the king 
in question might be considered as having a very 
inadequate revenue, or whether the sum mentioned 
was so great as to be incredible.* It is quite ob- 
vious that in cases of this kind, — and they are of con- 
stant recurrence, — the value of wages, incomes, or 
comiiuMiities, estimated in the precious metals, will 
be of little use to us alone. What we want further is 
some estimate of a kind which may be denominated 
real value in excliange, implying the quantity of the 
necessaries and conveniences of liie which those 
wages, incomes, or commodities, will enable the pos- 
sessor of them to command/' 

In this passage, over and above the radical error 
about real value, there is also apparent that confu- 
sion, whicli has misled so many writers, between 
value and wealth; a confusion which Mi\ liicardo 
first detected and cleared up. That we shall not be 
able to determine, from the mere money wages, 
whether the laborers were " starving or living in 

* Hmne yery reasonably doubts the possibility of WUluun the Ooa- 
qaeror's reveane being four hundred thousand pounds & year, as re^ 
resented by an ancient historiui, and Adopted by labieqaont wiiten. 
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great plenty," Ib ccrtam ; aad that we shall be able 
to detormine this as soon as we know the qiuuatity 
of neoeaaariea, etc.i which ihoae wages oommanded, 
is equally certain ; for, in iact; the one knowledge ia 
ideotioal with the other, aad but another way of 
ezpresmng it ; we must, of course, leam that the 
laborer lived in plenty, if we should learn that his 
wages gave him a great deal of bread, milk, yenison, 
aalt, honey, etc. And as there conld neiier haTe 

been any dunbt wlielhcr we biiuuld Icam (Jiis from 
wliat Mr. Maithus terms the real value, and that we 
ahoold not leam it from what he terms the money 
TaluG; Mr. Maithus may be assured that there never 
can have been any dispute raised on that point. The 
Iroe dispate is, whether, after having learned that 
the laborer lived in American plenty, we shall have 
at all approximated to the appreciation of his wages 
as to real value : this is the question ; and it is {dain 
that we shall not. What matters it that his wages 
gave him a c^rcat deal of com, until wu know wliether 
corn bore a high or a low value ? A great deal of 
com at a high value implies wages of a high value ; 
but a pj-reat deal of corn at a low value is very con- 
sistent with wagea at a low value. Money wages, 
it is said, leave us quite in the dark as to real value. 
Doubtless ; nor are we at all the less in the dark Ibr 
knowing the corn wages, the milk wages, the grouse 
wages, etc. Oivm the value of com, given the value 
of milk, given the value of grouse, we shall know 
whether n Lrreat quantity of those articles implies a 
high value, or is compatible with a low value, in the 
wages which oommanded them; but, uniU that is 
^iven, il has been already shown that the quantity 
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«loae IB an equivocal test, being equally capable of 
QO^&dstfaiii^ with bigh wages or low wages. 

Phil. Why, then, it passes my comprehenBion to 
imdersta&d what teat remains of real value, if neither 
DtonejpriceDorcommoditjpnoe expresses it. Wben 
are wages, for example, at a high real raliie f 

X. Wages are at a high real value when it requires 
much labor to produce wages ; and at a low real 
value when it requires little labor to produce wages : 
and it iti perfectly consistent with the high real value 
that the laborer should be ahnost starving; and 
perfectly coBttstent with the low real value that the 
laborer should be living in great ease and comfort. 

FhiL Well, this may be true ; but you must allow 
that it sounds extravagant. 

X, Doubtless it sounds extravaprant, to him who 
persists in slipping under his notion of value another 
and heterogeneous notion, naihely, that of wealth* 
But, let it sound as it may, all the absurdities (which 
are neither few nor slight) are on the other side. 
These will discover themselves as we advance. 
Meantime, I presume tiiat in your use, and in every* 
body^s use, of the word value, a liigh value ought to 
purchase a high value, and that it will be very absurd 
if it should not. But, as to purchasing a great quan* 
tity, that condition is surely not lucludcd in any 
man's idea of value. 

Phil. No, certainly ; because A is of high value, 
it does not follow that it must purchase a great 
quantity j that must be as various as the nature of 
the thing with which it is compared. But having 
once assumed any certain thing, as B, it does seem 
to folio w that, however small a quantity A may pur- 
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chase of ihia (which I admit may be very mxsdi, 
though the value of A should be very great), yet 
it docs seem to follow, from everybody's notiuu of 
vaLue^ that this quantity of B, however small at hrst, 
miiBt continually increase, if the value of A be sup- 
posed continually to increase. 

X This may " seem ^' to follow ; but it has been 
shown that it does not follow ; for if A continually 
double its value, yet let B continually triple or 
quadruple its value, and the quantity of B will be 
80 far from increasing, that it will finally become 
evanescent. In short, once for all, the formula is 
this : Let A continually increase in value, and it shall 
purchase continually more and more in quantity — 
than what ? More than it did t By no means ; but 
more than it would have done, but for that increase 
in value. A has doubled its value. Poes it therefore 
purchase more than it did before of B ? No ; perhaps 
it purchases much less ; suppose only one fourth part 
as much of B as it did before ; but still the doubling 
of A^s value has had its full effect ; for B, it may hap- 
pen, has increased in value eight-fold ; and, but for 
the doubling of A, it would, instead of one fourth, 
have bought only one eighth of the former quantity. 
A, therefore, by doubling^ in value, has bought not 
double in quantity of what it bought before, but double 
in quantity of what it would else have bought. 

The remainder of this dialogue related to the dis* 
tinction between relative value, as it is termed, 
and " absolute value ; clearing up the true use of 
that distinction. But, this being already too long, 
the amount of it will be given hereafter, with a speci- 
men of the errors which have arisen Irom the abuse 
of this distinction. 
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X. Thk great law which governs exchangeable 

vuluo bus liow been stated and argued. Next, it 
aecms^ wc must aak, what are its uses ? This is a 
queation which you or I should not be likely Uy ask ; 
for with what color of propriety could a doubt be 
raised about iliu use of any truth in any science ? 
still less^ about the use of a leading truth ? least of 
all, about the use of (he leading truth ? Neyertheless, 
sucli a doubt Jujui been raised by Mr. Malthus. 

Fhosd, On what ground or pretence. 

X, Under a strange misconception of Mr. Bicar- 
do's meaning". Mr. Malthus lias Avritten a great 
deal, as you may have heard, against Mr. Hicardo'a 
principle of yalue ; his purpose is to prove that it is 
a false principle ; independently of which, he con- 
tends that, even if it were a true principle, it would 
be of little use.* 

Fhoed. Little use t In relation to what? 

X. Ay, there lies the inexplicable mistake : of lit- 
tle use as a measure of value. How, this is a mis- 
take for which there can be no sort of apology ; for 
it supposes Mr. Bicardo to have brought forward 
his principle of value as a standard or measure of 
value ; whereas, Mr. Bicardo has repeatedly informed 
his reader that he utterly rejects the possibility of 
any such measure. Thus (at p. 10, edit. 2d), after 
laying down the conditio sine qua non under which 

* Vid4 th# foQfc-note to p. 6i of Tb« McAsuro of ValuA.*' 
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any ccmmioditj could preserve aa imvaryiQg Yidue, 
lie goes on to wy : " of saoh » commodity we have 
no knowledge, and consequently are unable to fix on 

any standard of yalue.'' And, again (at p* 343 of 
the same edition), after exposing at some length the 
circomstances which disqualify " any commodity, or 

all commodities together/' from pcrfurming the office 
of a standard of value, he again states the indispens* 
able condition which mnst be realized in that com- 
modity which sliuuld |)rctcnd to such an office ; and 
again he adds, immediately, of such a commodity 
we have no knowledge/^ Bnt what leaves this mis- 
take still more without excuse is, tliat iu the third 
edition of his book ^Ir. Ricardo has added an express 
section (the sixth) to his chapter on value, having 
for its direct object to expose the impossibility of 
any true measure of value. Setting aside, indeed, 
these explicit declarations, a few words will suffice 
to show that Mr. Bicardo could not have consistently 
believed in any standard or measure of value. What 
does a standard mean ? 

Phced. A standard is that which stands still whilst 
other thiji-;s iaove, and by this means serves to in- 
dicate or measure the degree in which those other 
things have advanced or receded. 

X. Doubtless ; and a standard of value must itself 
stand still or be stationary in value. But nothing 
could possibly be stationary in value upon Mr. Bicar* 
do^s theory, unless it were always produced by the 
same quantity of labur ; since any alteration in tlie 
quantity of the producing labor must immediately 
affect the value the product. Now, what is there 
which can always be obtained by the same quantity 
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of labor? Btnr miteiiala (for reasons which will ap* 

pear when we consider Rent) are constantly tending 
to grow dearer * by requiring more labor for their 
production ; msnufiMstnreSy &om the changes in mA- 
ohineiy, which are always pio^^ressiTO and never 
retrograde, are constantlj tending to grow cheaper 

• " Ctmstamly taiduKj to fjrow diarer." — To tho novice in Pulitical 
ELMiioiny, it will infallibly i^uggcst iUelf that the direct contrary is 
the truth ; since, oven in rural indngtry, thougii ai re tardily imin ^ - 
iog its proc«sse:< than manufacturing industry, the tendency i^s nlw^iys 
in that direction : agriculture, as an art benefiting by expoii' i 
has never yet been ab3(jlutely regressive, though not progressive by 
fnch striking lea}).s or sudden discoveries as manufacturing art. But, 
for all that, it still remains true, as a general principle, that raw mate- 
rials won from the ioU are constantly tending to grow dearer, whUst 
these same mAteriali ftf worked up for um by manu£Ekctiiring skill 
are constantly travelling upon mi oppofilo pfttb. Iho reason is, that. 
In the c 11 30 of niMmflMtaring improvements, no oonqaesimede is emt 
U9L Xlie oottite It noTer retrogreidre towardi the worse machinery, 
or townnU tlie more eironilons prooev ; onee vetigned, the inferior 
metiiod ii redgned forever. But in the indnatxy applied to the loU 
this Is otherwise. Doubtless the fiumer does not, with his 070s open, 
letnni to aethods wfaieh hkft ezperimentftlly been show& to be Inflt- 
ilor^ wdiM, indeed^ where wmt of oftpitel may hMW foieed hln to do 
io ; bat» ts popoktioa ezpttods, he is eontinneUy foreedinto desoend- 
ing upon inferior soils ; and the prodnet of these inferior soils it it 
which ^rpef tkf nding price ftr ih» whoU aggregate of pndueU. Say 
that soils Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, had been hitherto snffielent for a nation* 
where the figures express the regolar gradaation downwards in polal 
of fertility ; then, when No. 5 is etlled for <wfaioh, prodneing less hj 
the supposition, costs, therefore, more upon any given quantity), the 
priee upon this last, No. 5, regulates the price upon all the five soils. 
And thus it happens tliat, whilst always progressive, rural industry 
is nevertheless always travelling towards an increased oast. Tho 
product of Xos. 1, 2, U, i, is continually tending to be cheaper ; but 
when the cost of No. 5 (and so on forever as to the fresh soils rec^uired 
to meet a growing population) is cuiiibined with that of tho superior 
soils, the quotient IVom the entire dividend, 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, is always 
tending gradually to a higher oxprossioB* 



i^idui^cd by Google 



by xeqiiiriiig leas ; coxuieqiieiitly, there is naihing 
which, upon Ifr. Bicardo^s theory, can long continue 

Btationary in value. If, therefore, he had proposed 
SDj measure of value, he must have forgotten hk 
own principle of yalne. 

Phil. Lilt allow mo to ask, if that principle is not 
proposed as a measure of value, in what charaoter is 
it proposed t 

X Surely, Philebus, as the ground of value ; 
whereas a measure of value is no more than a ori^ 
rion or test of value. The last is simply a prin- 
cipium oognoscendi, whereas the oth^ is a prin^ 
cipium essendi. 

Fhik But wherein lies the difference f 

X Is it possible that yon can ask snch a qnea* 
tion ? A thermometer measures the temperature of 
the air ; that is, it furnishes a criterion for ascertain- 
ing its varying degrees of heat ; bnt yon cannot even 
imagine that a thermometer furnishes any ground of 
this heat. I wish to know whether a day's labor at 
the time of the English fievolntion bore the same 
value as a hundred years after at the time of the 
French Revolution; and, if not the same value, 
whether a higher or a lower. For this purpose, if I 
believe that there is any commodity which is immu- 
table in value, I shall naturally compare a day^s 
labor with that commodity at each period. Some, for 
instance, have imagined that com is of invariable 
Value ; anil, supposing one to adopt so false a notion, 
we should merely have to inquire what quantity of 
com a day's labor would exchange for at each period, 
and we should then have determined ilie relations 
of value between labor at the two periods. In this 
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OMe, I should have used com as the measure of the 

value ul" ill bur ; but I could not mtionully mean to 
say that com was the ground of the yalue of labor ; 
and^ if I said that I made use of com to determine 
the value of labor. I should employ the word "deter- 
mine in the same sense as when I say that the 
themometer detemiines the heat — namely, that it 
ascertains it, or determines it to my knowledge (as 
principium co^iwscendl). But, when Mr. Eicardo 
says that the quantity of labor employed on A de- 
termines the valne of A, he must of conrse be under- 
stqod to mean that it causes A to be of this value, 
that it is the ground of its value, the principium es- 
eendi of its value ; just as when, being asked what 
determines a stone to fall duwiiwaids rather than 
upwards, 1 answer that it is the earth's attraction, 
or the principle of gravitation, meaning that this 
principle causes it to fall downwards ; and if, in this 
case, I say that gravitation determines its course 
downwards, I no longer use that word in the sense 
of ascertain ; I do not mean that gravitation ascer- 
tains it to have descended ; but that gravitation has 
cotiso^t^e^ impressed that direction on its course; 
in other words, I make gravitation the principium 
essendi of its descent. 

Phasd^ I understand your distinction; and in 
which sense do you say that Mr. Malthus has used 
the term Measure of Value — in the sense of a 
ground, or of a criterion ? 

X In both senses ; he talks of it as accounting 
foT^^ tlic value of A, in which case it moans a ground 
of value; and as estimating the value of A, in 
which case it means a criterion of value. I mention 
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these expressions as instances ; but, the truth is, 
that, throughout his CBsay entitled " The Measiure 
oi Yalne Stated and lUnstrated/' and tliroiighoat 
his "Political Economy'^ (but especially in the 
second chapter, entitled " The Nature and Measures 
of Value''), he unifoniilj confoonda the two ideas 
of a ground and a criterion of ralpe under a mnch 
greater variety of expressions than I have time to 
emunerate. 

JPhU, But, admittfaig that Mr. Malthua has pro- 
ceeded on the misconception you state, what is the 
specific injury which haa thence resulted to Mr. 
Bicardof 

JT. I am speakiiig- at present of the uses to be 
deri vod from Mr, Eicardo^s principle of value. Now, 
if it had been proposed as a measare of value, we 
might jnstl J demand that it should be " ready and 
easy of application," to adopt the words uf Mr. 
MalihuB (''Measure of Yalue/^ p. 54); but it ia 
manifestly not so ; forthe quantity of labor employed 
in producinpc A could not in nuiny cases" (as Mr. 
Malthus truly objects) be ascertained without con- 
Biderable difficulty ; " in most caseSi indeed, it oould 
not be ascertained at all. A measure of value, how- 
ever, which cannot be practically applied, is worth- 
leaa ; as a measure of value, therefore, Mr. Bicardo's 
law of value is worthless ; and if it had been offered 
as sue] I by its author, the blame ^vuuld have settled 
on Mr. Eicardo ; as it is, it settles on Mr. Malthus, 
who has grounded an imaginary triumph on his own 
gross misconception. For Mr. Ricardo never dreamed 
of offering a standard or ^Lxed measure of value, or 
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of tolerating any ])r6teiided meaeure of that Bort, by 

whomsoever otTered. 

Thus much I have said for llie sake of bhowing 
what ie nai the use of Mr. Eicardo's principle in the 
desi<4-n of its author; in order that he maybe no 
longer exposed to the false criticism of those who 
are looking for what is not to be found, nor ought to 
be found,* in his work. On quitting this part of 
the subject, I shall just observe that Mr. Malthas, 
in common ¥rith many others, attaches a most un- 
reasonable importance to the discovery of a measure 
of value. I cliallen^c any man to show that the 
great interests of Political £conomy have at all 
suffered for want of such a measure, which at best 
would end in answering a few questions of unprofit- 
able curiosity ; whilst, on the other hand, withcmt a 
knowledge of the ground on which value depends, 
or without some approximation to it, Political Econ* 
omy could not exist at all, except as a heap of base- 
less opinions. 

Phmd. Now, then, having cleared away the imag- 
inary uses of Mr. Ricardo's principle, let us hear 
sometliiri ^ of its rejvl uses. 

X The most important of these I expressed in 

^ At p. 36 of "The MeMare of Value ^ (in the foot-note), this 
misconception as to Mr. Hicardo appears in a still gros^icr shape ; 
for not only does Mr. Malthus speak ul a " concession " (as he calls 
it) of Mr. Ricardo as being ** quite fatal " to the notion of a standard 
of value, — as though it were an object with Mr. Ricardo to establish 
such a staiidar J, — but this standard, moreover, is now represented 
as beins; gold. And what objection does Mr. Malthos make to gold 
as a standard? The identical objection which Mr. Ricardo had 
himself insisted on in that very page of his third edition to which 
Mr. Malthus refers. 
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the last words I uttered : TlmL williout wLiicii a 
tciance eaunot exiat 10 commensurate in use with 
the mAm!G% itself; being tJie fundamental law, 
it will testify its own importance in the changes 
which it will impress oa ail the derivative laws, 
f oiT the main use of Mr. Sioardo's princi|dey I re&r 
you therefore to all Political Economy. Meantime, 
I will notice here the immediate services which it 
has lendeied by liberating the student from those 
perplexities which prsyioosly embarrassed him on ^ 
his first introduction to the science ; I mention two 
cases by way of specimen. 

1. When it was asked by the student what deter- 
mined the value of all commodities, it was answered 
that this value was chiefly determined by wages. 
When again it was asked what determined wages, 
ft was recollected that wages must generally be ad- 

. justed to the value of the commodities upon which 
they were (s^nt; and the answer was in efiect that 
wages were determined by the value of commodities. 
And thus the mind was entangled in this inextricable 
circle — that the price of commodities was deter- 
mined by wages, and wages determined by the price 
of commodities. From this gross JudXf^Xos (as the 
logicians call it), or see-saw, we are now liberated ; 
ibr the first step, as we are now aware, is &l8e : the 
value of commodities is not determined by wages ; 
since wages express the value of labor ; and it has 
been demonstrated that not the value but the qumHty 
of labor determines the value of its products. 

2. A second case, in which Mr. llicardo's law has 
introduced a simplicity into the science which had 
in vain been sought for before, is this ; all former 

VOL. n. 28 
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ecoiiomisls, in kiting duwn the component parts of 
price, had £uicied it impoamble to get rid of what 
ia tenned Om raw maierial aa one of its elementa. 
This impossibih'ty was generally taken for granted: 
but au economist of our times, the late Mr. Fran- 
da Homer, had (in the Iktmbwyk Bmcw) ex* 
presalj set fabnaelf to prove it. It is not tme/' 
aaid Mr. Horner, '* that the thing puichased in everj 
bargain is merely bo much labor : the valne of the 
raw material can neither be rejected as nothing, nor 
estimated as a constant quantity.*' Now, this re- 
fractory element is at once, and in llie simplest way 
possible, exterminated hj Mr. Bkardo's reformed 
law of value. Upon the old system, if I had resolved 
the value of my hat into wages and profits, I should 
immediately have been admonished tiiat I had for- 
gotten one of the elements: "wages, profits, and 
raw material, you mean,'' it would have been said. 
Raw material I Well, but on what separate prin* 
dple can this raw material be valued t or on what 
other principle than that on which the liat itself waB 
valued f Like any other product of labor, its value 
is determined by the quantiiy of labor employed in 
obtaining it ; and the amount of this product is 
divided between wages and prolits as in any case of 
a mann&ctured commodity. The raw material of 
the hat suppose to be beaver: if, then, in order to 
take the quantity of beavers which are necessary to 
furnish materials for a thousand hats, four men have 
been employed for twenty-five days, then it appears 
that the raw material of a thousand hats has cost a 
hundred days' labor, which will be of the same value 
in exchange as the product of a hundred days' labor 
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(preTkmalj equated and discoimted as to its quaiUy) 
in any other direction ; as, for example, if a hundred 

days' Icibur would produce two thousand pairs of 
Blockings of a certain qualitji then it follows that 
the raw material of my hat is worth two pairs 

of such stockings. And thus it turns out thai an 
element of value (which Mr. Horner and thousands 
of others have supposed to he of a distinct nature^ 
and to resist all farther analysis) gives way before 
Mr. Ricardo's law, and is eliminated ; an admirable 
simplification, which is equal in merit and use to 
any of the rules which have been devised, from time 
to timC; for the resohition of algebraic cquutions. 

Here, then, in a hasty shape, I have offered two 
spedooans of the uses which arise from a better law 
of value ; again reminding you, however, that the 
main use must lie in the effect which it will impress 
on all the other laws of Political Economy. And 
reverting for one moment, before we part, to the 
difficulty of Phil el) us about the difference between 
this principle as ^principium cognoscendi or measure, 
and ^principium essendi or determining ground, let 
me desire you to consider these two esaenMed marks 
of distinction : 1. that by all respectable economists 
any true measure of value has been doubted or de« 
nied as a possibility: but no man can doubt the 
existence of a ground of value ; 2. that a measure is 
posterior to the value ; for, before a value can be 
measured or estimated, it must exist : but a ground 
of value must be antecedent to the value, like any 
other cause to its effect. 
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DIALOGUE THE SIXTH. 

fiJi fMM OBJrfiCmOliS 10 IWt li'£W LAW Of YASJSE, 

X, The two most ominent econumists* who have 
opposed the Kicardian doctrines are Mr. Maltfaus 
and Oolonel Toirens. In Die spring of 1820 Mr. 
iVIalthus puMislied his ''Principles of Political Econ- 
omy," much of which was an attack upon Mr. lit- 
cardo ; and the entire second chapter of ei^iy-lliree 
pagee, "On ^e Natore and Measures of Valne/' 
was ono continued attempt to overthrow Mr. Ri- 
cardo^B theory of yafaie. Three years afterwards he 
published a second attack on the same theory in a 
distinct essay of eig'hty-one pages, entitled, *'The 
Measure of Value Stated and Illustrated. In this 
latter work, amongst oilier argoments, he has relied 
upon one in particular, which ho has chosen to ex- 
hibit in the form of a table. As it is of the last 
importance to Political Economy that this question 
should be settled, I will shrink from nothing that 
wears the B(?mblance of argument : and I will 
now examine this table > and will show that the 
whole of the inferences contained in the seventh, 
eighth, and ninth columns are founded on a gross 
blunder in the fifth and sixtli ; every number in 
which columns is iiftlsely assigned. 

• flM iMkte ami vosUbm to nairtnt Ihal lUi fi^ir w 

writlMi ia 
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KB. MALTHUS' TABLE ILLUSTRATINa THE IHVABIABLE VALUE 

OF LABOB AND ITS BB8ULT8. 

(From p. 3S of ** The Htamm of Yalae Slated and lUoBtrated.** 
LoBdon: 1823.) 

K. B. —The iole ehange whieh has been made in this reprint of 
ikm original Table is the aligning of names (Alpha, Beta, et .) U) 
the seTeral oases* for the purpose of easier reference and dkiiuctiuu. 
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SECTION I. 

PhoBd. Now, X., yoa know that I abhor arithmeir 

ical calculatiuus \ besides which, I have no faith in 

* This Is an OTersight on the part of Mr. Malthiu, aod tiot in error 
of the praiB ; for 7.14 would be the value of Ifae 100 qaarten on the 

ea^positioii that tiw entire prodaet of the ten men (namely, 140 quar- 
ters) went to wages ; but the wagee in this ease (Delta) being 120 
quarters, the true value on the principle of this table is manifestljr 
833. 
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Miy propoeitioiui of m political economist wkich be 
OMmot mdre out remdily without all this elaborate 

maciiiuery of tables and figures. Under these cir- 
cumstancea, I put it to you^ as a man of feeling, 
whether yoa ought to inflict upon me this alarming^ 
pile of Computations ; which, by your gloomy coun- 
tenance, I see that you are meditating. 

X. Stop, recollect yourself : not I it is, remember, 
that impose this elaborate " table upon you, but 
Mr. !Malthu8. The yoku is his. 1 am the man sent 
by FroTidence to lighten this yoke* Surrender 
yourself, therefore, to my guidance, Phndrus, and I 
will load vou over the hill by so easy a road that 
you shall never know you hare been climbing. You 
see that there are nine columns ; thai, I suppose, 
does not pass your skill in arithmetic. Now, then, 
to bimplily the matter, begin by dismissing from your 
attention eveiy column but the first and the last ; 
fimcy all the rest obliterated. 

Phcetl. Most willingly ; it is a heavenly fancy. 

X Next look into the first column, and tell me 
what you see there. 

FJwsd. I see " lots of 150s and 140s, and other 
ilHooking people of the same description, 

X, Well, these numbers express the products of 
the same labor on land of different qualities. The 
quantity of labor is assumed to be always the same^ 
namely, the labor of ten men for a year (or one man 
for ten years, or twenty men for half a year, etc.). 
The producing labor, I say, is always tlie same ; but 
the product is constantly varying. Thus, in the case 
Alpha the product is one hundred and fiity quarters ; 
in the cases Delta and Epsilon, when cultivation has 
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been oompelled by inereadng poptdaHoE to descend 
upon inftfrior land^ the product of equal labor is no 

more than one hundred and forty quarters ; and in 
the case Iota it has Mien to one hundred and twenty 
quarters. Now, upon Mr. Bicardo's principle of 

' valuation, I demand to know what ought to be the 
price of these several products which vaiy so much 
in opiantify. 

Fhced, Why, since they are all the products of 
the same quantity of labor, they ought ail to sell for 
ilie same price. 

X BonbflesB ; not, however, of neeenrity for tiie 
same money price, since money may itself have 
Tailed, in which case the same money price would 
be really a very different price ; but for the same 
price in all thing's which have not varied in value. 
The Xi product, therefore, which is only ninety 
quarters, will fetch the same real price as die Alpha 
or Gamma products, which are one hundred and fiftj^". 
But, by the way, in saying this, let me caution you 
against makmg the 61se inference that com is at the 
same price in the case Xi as in the case Alpha or 
Gramma ; for the inference is the very opposite ; since, 
if ninety quarters cost as much as one hundred and 
fifty, then each individual quarter of the ninety costs 
a great deal more. Thus, suppose that the Alpiia 
product sold at four pounds a quarter, the price of the 
whole would be six hundred pounds. Six hundred 
pouiidri; therefore, must be the price of Xi, or the 
ninety quarters ; but iheU is six pounds, thirteen shil- 
lings, four pence, a quarter. Tliis ou^t to be a 
needless caution ; yet I hare known economists of 
great name stand much in need of it. 



Phasi. I am siire /stand in need of it, and of ail 
sort of assistance, for I am ill at these nnmbers.'^ 

But k't us go on; what you require my assent to, 
I understand to be this : that all the different quan- 
tities of com expressed in the first column will be of 
the suriK? vuluo, because they are all alike the product 
of ten men's labor. To this I do assent; and what 
next 1 Does anybody deny it 

X Yes, Mr. Malthus : ho asserts that the value 
will not be always the same ; and the purpose of the 
ninth column is to assign the true values ; which, by 
looking into that colunm, you may perceive to be 
constantly varying : the value of Alpha, for instance, 
is twelve and five tenths ; the value of £psilon im 
twelve and seven tenths ; of Iota, twelve ; and of 

Xi, eleven and twenty-five one-hiindredths. 

Fhced. But of what 7 Twelve and five tenths of 
whatf 

X, Of anything wliicli, though variable, hd^ in fact 
happened to be stationary in value ; or, if you choosOi 
of anything which is not variable in value. 

Fhced. Xot variable ! But there is no such thing. 

X, No 1 Mr. Malthus, however, says there is ; 
labor, he asserts, is of unalterable value. 

Fhced, What I does he mean to say, then, that the 
laborer always obtains the same wages ? 

X, Tes, the same real wages; all di£ferences being 
only apparently in the wages, but really in the com- 
modity in wliich the wages are paid. Let that com- 
modity be wheat ; then, if the laborer receives ten 
quarters of wheat in 1800, and nine in 1820,, that 
would imply only that wheat was about eleven per 
cent, dearer in the latter year. Or let money be 
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that commodity: then, if the laborer receives this 
century two shillings, and next centoiy three shii- 
UAg«» tidfl simply argoee tiiat money has &11eii in 
value by fifty per cent. 

Fhasd. Why, so it may ; and the whole difference 
in wages may have arisen in that way, and be only 
apparent. But, then, it may also have arisen from a 
change in the rmZ value of wages; that is, on the 
Bioardian principle, in the quantity of labor necessary 
to produce wages. And tbis latter must have been 

the nature of the change, if Al^iha, Iota, Xi, etc., 
should be found to purchase more labor ; in which 
case Mr. Sicardo's doctrine is not disturbed ; for he 
will say that Iota in ITOO exchanges for twelve, and 
Kappa in 1800 for eleveu, not because Kappa has fallen 
in that proportion (for Kappa, being the product of 
the same labor as Iota, cmnoi Ml below the Tslne 
of Iota), but because the coiuuiodity for which they 
are exchanged has risen in that proportion* 

X He will ; bnt Mr. Malthus attempts to bar that 
answer in this case, by alleging thut it is impossible 
&ir the commodity in question (namely, labor) to rise 
or to itdl in tiiat or in any other proportion. If, then, 
the change eaanot be in the labor, it must be in 
Alpha, Beta, etc. ; in which case Mr. Ricardu will be 
overthrown ; for they are the products of the same 
qiiaatityof labor» and yet have not retained tiie 
same value. 

PluMd, But, to bar Mr. Bicardo's answer, Mr. Mal- 
Hins most not allege this merely; he must pfov» it. 
X To be snrs; and the first seven oolnmns of this 

table are designed to prove it. Now, then, we have 
dcme with the ninth ooiomn, and also with the eighth ; 
VOL. n. 29 
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for they are both mere corollaries from ail the rest, 
and linked together under Hie plain role of three. 
Dismiss these altogether ; and we will now come to 
the argument. 

aacnov &• 

The table is now reduced to seven columns, and 
the logic of it is this : tiie four £rst columns express 
the oomditiona under which the three following ones 
are deduced as consequences; and they are to be 
read thus, taking the case Alpha by way of example : 
Suppoee that (bj column <me) the land cultivated is 
of 0Mh a quality that tea laborers produce me one 
iiuadred and fifty quarters of corn; and that (by 
cokmn tmo) each laborer recaiyea ion iiia own wages 
twiAve quarters; in which case (y>yookann three) the 
whole ten receive one hundred and twenty quarters ; 
and thus (by column four) leave me for my profit 
thirtj quartern out of all that they have produced ; 
that is, twenty-five per cent. Under Aese conditioner 
I insist (says Mr. Malthus) that the wages of ten 
men, as stated ia column three, let them be produced 
by little labor or much labor, ehall never exceed or 
fall below one invariable val 110 expressed in colmau 
BOYon I and, accordingly, by looking down that col- 
umn, 7i>u will perceive one uailbnn valuatioQ of 10. 
Upon this statement, it is manifest that tiie whole 
force of the logic turns upon the accuracy with which 
column three is valued in column seven. If tihat 
valuation be correct, then it follows that, under all 
<^nges in the quantity of labor which produces 
them, wages never alter in real value \ in other 
words, the value of labor is invariable. 
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18 wrongs mm. 
on Mr. Malthus' or any other nuui's principks, in 
every instance ; the value is not truly assigned in a 
single case of the whole fourteen. For how does 
Mr. Malfhns obtain this invariable value of ten f He 
reaolves the valne of the wages expressed in column 
three into two parts ; one of which, under the Bame 
laboTp'' he afldgna in colunn five ; the other, nnder 
tito name "profUs,*^ he aaaigns in column six; and 
column seven expresses the sum of these two parts ; 
whidi are always kept equal to ten by always com- 
penaating each other's ezcesaee and defects. Hence, 

Piiaedrus, you see tiiat — as column seven simply 
expresses the sum of columns five and six — if those 
columns are right, column seven cannot be wrong. 
Consequently, it is in columns five and six that we 
are to look for the root of ^e error ; which is indeed 
a very gross one. 

J^. Why, now, for instance, take the case 
Alpha, and what is the error you detect in that ? 

X Simply, this — that in column five, instead of 
eight, the true value is 6.4 ; and in column six, in- 
stead of two, ilio true value is 1.6; the sum of which 
values is not ten, but eight ; and that is the figure 
which should have stood in column seven. 

Pkd. How 80, X. f In column five Mr. Malthus 
uhdertakes to assign the quantity of labor necessary 
(under the conditions of the particular case) to pro- 
duce the wages expressed in column three, which in 
this case Alpha are one lumdred and twenty quarters. 
Now, you cannot deny that he has assigned it truly ; 
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for, when ton men produce one hundred and fifty 
(by ooiunm one) — that eacli man fifteen — it 
arart siqwd eight to produce one bundled and 
twenty ; for one hundred and twenty im eight tiraes 
fifteen. &ix men aod four tenths of a man, the num- 
ber you woold subetitate, could produce onl j nine^ 
«ht quarteie. 

A, Very true, Pliilebus ; * i-ht men aru necessary 
to produce the on^e hundred and twenty quarteza 
eavveeeed in column three. And now answer me : 
what part of their own product will time eight pro* 
dttcers deduct for their own wages ? 

J*hiL Wl^ (by column two)» each man'a wages in 
this case are twelve quarters ; therefim the wage« 

of the eight men will be ninety-six quarters. 

X, And what quantity of labor will bo necessary 
to produce these ninety-six qnartm f 

PKJL Bach mm producing fifteen, it will require 

six men's labor^ and four teutbs of another man s 
labor. 

X Very well; 9 A of the eight are employed in 

producinp^ the wages of the whole eight. Now tell 
me, Fhilebus, what more than their own wages do 
the whole eight produce f 

Fh£L Why, as they produce in all one hundred 
and twenty quarters, and their own deduction is 
ninetynux, it is clear that they prodnee twen1y-fi>w 
quarters besides their own wages. 

X» And to whoiu do these twenty-four quarters 
go? 

Phil To thek employer, for his profit. 
X Yes ; and it answers the condition expressed in 
column four j fui a profit of twenty-four quarters on 



i^ijui^cd by 



09 FOtmCAL ECONOinr. 



341 



niuetj-six is exact! j twenty-live per cent. But to 
go on — yon haye acknowledged that the niBetyHOZ 
qnttrtert for wages would be produced by the labor 
of 6.4 men. Now, how touch labor will be required 
to prodnoe the remaining twenty«£diir qnartera for 
profitef 

Phil. Becaudc fifteen quarters require the labor of 
one man (by column one), twenty*four will xe<^uire 
the labor of 1.6. 

X, Right ; and thus, Philebus, you have acknowl- 
edged all 1 wish. The object of Mr. Malthus is to 
ascertain the cost in labor of producing ten men's 
wages (or one hundred and twenty quarters) under 
the conditions of this case Alpha. The cost resolves 
itself, even on Mr. Malthas^ principles, into so 
much wages to the laborers, and so much profit to 
their employer. Now, you or I will undertake to 
furnish Mr. Malthus the one hundred and twenty 
quarters, not (as he says) at a cost of ten men's 
labor (for at that cost we could produce him one 
hundred and fifty quarters by column one), but at a 
cost of eight. For six men and four tenths will pro* 
duce llie whole wages of the eight producers ; and 
one man and six tenths will produce our profit of 
twenty-five per cent. 

FhoBd. The mistake, then, of Mr. Mal&us, If I 
understand it, is egregious. In column five he esti- 
mates the labor necessary to produce the entire one 
hundred and twenty quarters *-*»^ich, he says, is 
tiie labor of eight men ; and so it is, if he means by 
labor what produces both wages and profits ; other- 
wise, not. Of necessity, therefore, he has assigned 
the value both of wages and profits in column five. 
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Yet in coluuia bix lie gravelj^ proceeds to estimate 
profits a second time. 

X. Yen ; and, what is still worse, in estimating 
these profits a second time over, he estimates them 
on the whole one hundred and twenty ; that is, he 
allows for a second profit of thirty qnarters ; else it 
ooold not cost two men's labor (as by his valuation 
it does) ; for each man in the case Alpha produces ^ 
fifteen quarters. Now, thirty quarters added to one 
hundred and twenty, are one hundred and fifty. But 

tliis is \hc product of ten men, and not the ivages of 
ten men ; which is the amount oiiered for valuation 
in column three, and which is all that column seven 
professes to have valued. 

SECTION UI. 

Phwd. I am satisfied, X. But Philebus seems 

perplexed. Make ali clear, therefore, by demonstrat- 
ing the same result in some other way. With your 
adroitness, it can cost you no trouble to treat us with 
a little display of dinlict ical skiiiiiishing. Show us 
a specimen of manoeuvring ; enfilade him ; take him 
in front and rear ; and do it rapidly » and with a light- 
horseman's elegance. 

X If you wish for variations, it is easy to give 
them. In the fiirst argument^ what I depended on 
was this — that the valuation was inaccurate. Now^ 
then, secondly, suppose the valuation to be accurate, 
in this case we must still disallow it to Mr. Maithus ; 
for, in columns five and six, he values by the quan- 
tity of producing labor ; but that is the Bicardian 
principle of valuation, which is the very principle 
that he writes to overthrow. 
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J^iwed, This may seem a good quoad haminem ar- 
g^oment. Yet eurely any man may uBe the principle 
of his antagonist/ in ord^r to extort a particular 
result from it*? 

X. He ixtay f but in that case will the ^result be-- 
.-true, or will it not be true f * * • 

*: FJujed. If he denies the principle, he is bound to^ 
\. -think the result wt true ; and he uses it as a reduoHo . 
' ""'jad absurdum. 

• » 

X Kiglit ; but now in this case Mr, Maltiius pre- 
•'"' '^' Bents the result as a truth* 

FkU, Yes, X ; but observe, the result is the direct 
. contradiction of Mr. Ricardo's result. The quan- 
. tities of column first vary in valiie by column the 
/. last; but the result^ in Mr. fiicardo's hands, is — 
^ » that they do not vary in value. 

Still, if in Mr. Malthus' hands the principle 
^. ; is made to yield a truth, then at any rate the princi- 
\, ^le is itself true ; and all that willbe proved against 
. . -MrVRicardo is, that he applied a sound principle un- 
- . .skiUully. But Mr. Mai thus writes a book to prove 
,;\th^t the principle is no^.spuftd. • . 

:,.Phoed. Yes, and to substitute another. 
'-'■'If^ :X. True ; which other, I go on thirdly to say, is 
PjCtuaily employed in this table. On which account 
it is fair to say that Mr. Malthus is a Mrd time 
• pefuted. For, if two inconsistent principles of val- 
'•.♦/.uj^tioa be employed, then the table will be vicious, 
.f ^ecau9e heteronymous. 
'^'FkU. Negatar mmor, 

XI prove the minor (namely, that two incon- 
^ sistent principles are jemployed) by column the- 
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niuth ; and thence, also, I deduct a fourOi and a ffQi 
lefutation of the table, 
i^tod* Bit^l JNow, this ta a pleasant Rkirmiah^ 

JT. For, in column the last, 1 say that the princi- 
ple of valuation employed is different irom that em* 
plojed in oolmuns Atb and aix« Upon I offer 
you this dilemma : it is — or it is not ; choose. 

Phil, Suppose I say, it is f 

X In that oaae, tlie veanlt of this table is a case 
tit a&m per idem; a pnre cMUHah tratology. 

FMl, Suppose I say, it is not ? 

X In that ease, the result of this table is £Use. 

FhiL DoBumslrata. 

X I say, that the principle of valuation employed 
in column nine is, not the quantity of producing 
kbor^ but this quantity of labor ommtmied. How, 
if it ia, than the molt is childish tautology, as being* 
identical with the premises. For it is already iutro- 
dnoed into the premises as one of the conditions of - 
the caae Alpha (namely, into oolnnin two), that 

twelve quarters of corn shall comniand the labor of 
one man ; which bdmg premised, it is a mere variety 
of ezfmMion for fte-veiy same ISm^ to tell ns, in col- 
umn nine, that the one hundred and fifty quarters 
of column the first shali command twelve men and 
five tentha of a man ; for one hundred and forty-fonr,. 
bein^ twetve times twelve, will of oomrse command, 
twelve men, and the remainder of six ([luirters will 
of course command the ]^\f of a man. And it is 
moat idle to employ the elaborate macfaineiy of nine 
oolanuui to deduce, as a learned result, what yon 
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have already pat into the prenuaaa, and postulated 

amongst the conditions. 

Fhced. This will, therefore, destroy Mr. Malthus' 
theory a foortik time, 

X. Then» on the other hand, if the piinoiple of 

valuation enqjloyed in column nine is the same as 
that employed in columns live aiul six, this priiicipia 
most be the qnantitj of piodaoing labor, and not the 
quantity of labor commanded. But, in that case, the 
result will be false. For column nine values column 
the first. Now, if the ona hnndred and fifty qnarters 
of case Alpha are truly valned in oofaunn first, then 
they are falsely valued in column the last ; and, if 
tmly valued in eolunm the last, then fidsely valued 
in oolnmn tiie first. For, by colnmn the last, the one 
hundro 1 and fifty quarters are produced by the labor 
of twelve and a half men ; but it is the very con- 
dition of colnmn the first, that the one hundred and 
fifty quarters are produced by ten men. 

Phosd, {Laughing). This is too hot to last. Here 
we have a fifth reiEatation. Oan't yon give ns a 
sixth, X. f 

X If you please. Supposing Mr. Malthus' the* 
oiy to be good, it shall be impossible for anything 

. whatsoever at any time to vary in vslne. For how 
shall it vary ? Because tlio quantity of producing" 
labor varies f But that la the very principle which 
he is writing to overthrow. Shall it vary, then, be« 

• canse the mkis of Ae producing labor varies t Bui 
(hat is impossible on the system of Mr. Mai thus ; 
for, according to this system, the valne of labor is 
invariable. 

FhU. Stop 1 1 ^ve thought of a dodge. The thing 



dull Tiiy beoaMO Hie'gvaiitf^ of labor oommanded 

shall vary. 

JC But bow shall ihal vary ? A can never com- 
maad a greater qnantifj of Ubor, or of mjOmg 
iriddi ia pretnuned to be' of ioTariable value, until A 
itself be of a higher value. To command an altered 
quantity^ of labor, which {on any theory) most be tbe 
mMequence of altered value, can never be the eaus& 

of altered T;ihip. No alterations of labor, therefore, 
whether as to quantify or value, shall ever account 
fir the altered vahie of A ; for, according to Hr* 
Malthus, they are either insufficient on the one hand^ 
or impossible on the other. 

FkU. Grant tfais, yet valne may still vary ; for 
suppose labor to be invariable, still profits may 
vary. 

X So that, if A rise, it will irresistibly argue 
profits to have risen T 

FhiL It will , because no other element can have 
risen. 

X Bat now column eight assigns the value of a 

nniform quantity of com — namely, one hundred 
quarters. In case Alpha, one hundred quarters are 
worth 8.33, What are one hundred quarters worth 
in the case-Iotaf 

PhiL They are worth ten. 

X And ikat is clearly more. Now, if A have 
risen, by your own admission I am entifled to infer 

that profits have risen ; but what arc profits in the 
case Iota ? 

FhU. By coliunn fhnr they are twenly per cent. 

X. And what in the case Alpha f 

PMl. By column lour, twenty-five per cent. 
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X Then profits hwe Mien in tibe case Iota, but, 

because A lias risen in case Iota from 8.33 to ten, it 
is an irresistible in&renoe» on your theoiy ^ that profits 
oagfat to have risen. 

Phced, (Laughing), Philebiis, this is a sharp prac- 
tice ; go on, X., and skirmish with him a little more 
in this Toltigenr style. 

K. B. — With respect to ^ Oio Tamplan^ DlBlogues,'' it may possibly 
be eomplained, that this papw It In soms meatnre a fragment. My 

answer is, that, although fragmentary in relation to the entire syttem 

of Ricardo, and that previous system which ho opposed, it is no frag- 
ment in relation tu the radical pnnriplc concerned in those systems. 
The conflicting gystcms arc brought under reyiew simply at the locus 
of collision: just as the reader may have peen the chemical theory of 
Dr. Priestley, and tfao counter-theory of his anti-phiogistic (opponents, 
stated within the limits of a single page. If the principle relied on 
hj either party can be shown to lead into inextricable self-contradic- 
tion, that is enough. So much is acci mplished in that Cfi.sc as was 
propoFcd from the heginning — namely, not to exhaust tbe jxjsitive 
elements of this system or that, but simply to settle the central logic 
of their several polemics; to settle, in fact, not the matter of what la 
•volred* Imt simplj the priadple of eroliitioiu 
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